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STATE OF NEW YORK

4840
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 26, 2013

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to prohibiting sexual
orientation change efforts by nental health providers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by adding a new section 6509-d
to read as foll ows:

S 6509-D. SEXUAL ORI ENTATI ON CHANGE EFFORTS. 1. FOR THE PURPOSES OF
THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(A) "MENTAL HEALTH PROVI DER' MEANS A PHYSI Cl AN AND SURGEON SPECI ALI Z-
ING IN THE PRACTICE OF PSYCH ATRY, A PSYCHOLOG ST, A PSYCHOLOJ CAL
ASS| STANT, | NTERN, OR TRAI NEE, A LI CENSED MARRI AGE AND FAM LY THERAPI ST,
A REG STERED MARRIAGE AND FAMLY THERAPI ST, |INTERN, OR TRAINEE, A
LI CENSED EDUCATI ONAL PSYCHOLOGQ ST, A CREDENTI ALED SCHOOL PSYCHOLOG ST, A
LI CENSED CLI NI CAL SOCI AL WORKER, AN ASSOCI ATE CLI NI CAL SOCI AL WORKER, A
LI CENSED PROFESSI ONAL CLI NI CAL COUNSELOR, A REQ STERED CLI NI CAL COUNSE-
LOR, I NTERN, OR TRAINEE, OR ANY OTHER PERSON DESI GNATED AS A MENTAL
HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL UNDER STATE LAW OR REGULATI ON.

(B) (1) "SEXUAL ORI ENTATION CHANGE EFFORTS" MEANS ANY PRACTI CES BY
MENTAL HEALTH PROVI DERS THAT SEEK TO CHANGE AN |INDI VIDUAL'S SEXUAL
ORI ENTATI ON. THI' S | NCLUDES EFFORTS TO CHANGE BEHAVI ORS OR GENDER | DEN-
TITY OR EXPRESSION, OR TO ELIMNATE OR REDUCE SEXUAL OR ROMANTIC
ATTRACTI ONS OR FEELI NGS TOMRD | NDI VI DUALS OF THE SAVE SEX.

(2) "SEXUAL ORI ENTATI ON CHANGE EFFORTS" DOES NOT | NCLUDE PSYCHOTHERA-
Pl ES THAT: (A) PROVI DE ACCEPTANCE, SUPPORT, AND UNDERSTANDI NG OF CLI ENTS
OR THE FACI LI TATI ON OF CLI ENTS COPING SOCI AL SUPPORT, AND |DENTITY
EXPLORATI ON AND DEVELOPMENT, | NCLUDI NG SEXUAL ORI ENTATI ON- NEUTRAL | NTER-
VENTIONS TO PREVENT OR ADDRESS UNLAWFUL CONDUCT OR UNSAFE SEXUAL PRAC-
TICES; AND (B) DO NOT SEEK TO CHANGE SEXUAL ORI ENTATI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. UNDER NO Cl RCUMSTANCES SHALL A MENTAL HEALTH PROVIDER ENGAGE |IN
SEXUAL ORI ENTATI ON CHANGE EFFORTS FOR | NDI VI DUALS UNDER THE AGE OF ElI GH+
TEEN YEARS. ANY SEXUAL ORI ENTATI ON CHANGE EFFORTS ATTEMPTED ON A PATI ENT
UNDER EI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE BY A MENTAL HEALTH PROVI DER SHALL BE CONSI D-
ERED UNPROFESSI ONAL CONDUCT AND SHALL SUBJECT A MENTAL HEALTH PROVI DER
TO DI SCI PLI NE BY THE LI CENSI NG ENTI TY FOR THAT MENTAL HEALTH PROVI DER.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



