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STATE OF NEW YORK

455
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Comnmttee on Cities

AN ACT to anend the New York city charter and the adm ni strative code of
the city of New York, in relation to requiring witten request and
revi ew of proposed reductions in the level of fire services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 487 of the New York city charter,
as anended by |ocal |aw nunber 40 of the city of New York for the year
1989, is amended to read as foll ows:

a. The comm ssioner shall have sole and exclusive power and perform
all duties for the governnent, discipline, nmanagenent, mai ntenance and
direction of the fire departnment and the prem ses and property in the
custody thereof, however, the comm ssioner shall [provide witten notice
with supporting docunentation at |east forty-five days prior to the
per manent closing of any firehouse or the permanent renoval or relo-
cation of any fire fighting unit to the council nenbers, community
boards and borough presidents whose districts are served by such facili-
ty or unit and the chairperson of the council's public safety commttee.
For the purposes of this section, the term"permanent" shall nean a tine
period in excess of six nonths. In the event that the permanent cl osing
of any firehouse or the permanent renoval or relocation of any fire-
fighting unit does not occur within four nonths of the date of the wit-

ten notice, the comm ssioner shall issue another witten notice wth
supporting docunentation prior to such pernmanent renoval or relocation.
The four nmonths during which the witten notice is effective shall be

tolled for any period in which a restraining order or injunction prohib-
iting the closing of such noticed facility or unit shall be in effect]
BE REQUI RED TO COVWPLY WTH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 15-129 OF THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ADM NI STRATIVE CODE OF THE CITY OF NEWYORK WTH RESPECT TO CERTAI N
PROPCSED REDUCTI ONS OF FI RE SERVI CES.

S 2. The adnmnistrative code of the city of New York is anended by
addi ng a new section 15-129 to read as foll ows:

S 15-129. REDUCTI ON OF FI RE SERVI CES; PRI OR APPROVAL REQUI RED. A. THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL PROVI DE WRI TTEN REQUEST W TH SUPPORTI NG DOCUMENTATI ON
PRI OR TO THE PERMANENT CLOSI NG OF ANY FI REHOUSE OR THE PERMANENT REMOVAL
OR RELOCATI ON OF ANY FIRE FIGHTING UNIT TO THE COUNCI L MEMBERS, COVMUNI -
TY BOARDS AND BOROUGH PRESI DENTS WHOSE DI STRICTS ARE SERVED BY SUCH
FACILITY OR UNNT AND THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE COUNCIL'S PUBLI C SAFETY
COW TTEE. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM " PERMANENT"  SHALL
MEAN A TIME PERI OD | N EXCESS OF SI X MONTHS.

B. THE WRI TTEN REQUEST, REQUI RED BY SUBDIVISION A OF THI S SECTI ON,
SHALL | NCLUDE AN ENVI RONMVENTAL | MPACT STATEMENT, WHICH SHALL ADDRESS,
BUT SHALL NOT BE LIM TED TG

(1) CURRENT AND PRQIECTED RESPONSE TI MES OF THE SUBJECT FI REHOUSE OR
FIRE FI GHTING UNI T, WHI CH SHALL MEAN THE SUM OF DI SPATCH TI ME AND TRAVEL
TIME I N RESPONSE TO A CALL DI RECTED TO THE FACILITY OR UNIT, FOR THE
AREA AFFECTED BY CLOSURE, WHICH MJST | NCLUDE GEOGRAPHI C AND TRAFFI C
ANALYSES AS THEY EFFECT RESPONSE Tl MES;

(2) CURRENT AND PRQIECTED ALLOCATI ON OF RESOURCES, | NCLUDI NG STAFFI NG
LEVELS, FOR THE FIREHOUSES OR FIRE FIGHTING UNITS IN THE D STRICT OR
DI STRI CTS SERVED BY THE FACILITY OR UNNT WHI CH | S PROPOSED TO BE CLOSED,
REMOVED OR RELOCATED; AND

(3) DI STANCE OF OTHER FI REHOUSES OF FIRE FIGHTING UNITS IN THE AREA
AFFECTED BY CLOSURE.

C. THE PROPOCSED CLOSURE, REMOAL OR RELOCATI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
CONSECUTI VE THI RTY DAY REVIEW PERIODS BY THE COVWUNITY BOARDS AND
BOROUGH PRESI DENTS WHOSE DI STRI CTS ARE SERVED BY THE SUBJECT FI REHOUSE
OR FI RE FI GHTI NG UNI T.

(1) I'F ANY OR ALL OF THE AFFECTED COMMUNI TY BOARDS OR BOROUGH PRESI -
DENTS SUPPORT THE PROPOSAL, THE COUNCIL WLL BE G VEN A THI RTY DAY PERI -
OO TO REVIEW THE PROPCSAL AND A MAJORITY VOTE WLL BE REQUI RED TO
APPROVE THE MEASURE;

(2) IF ALL OF THE AFFECTED COVWUNI TY BOARDS AND BOROUGH PRESI DENTS
OPPCSE THE PROPCSAL, THE COUNCIL WLL BE G VEN A THI RTY DAY PERI OD TO
REVI EW THE PROPCSAL AND A TWO- THI RDS MAJORI TY VOTE WLL BE REQUI RED TO
APPROVE THE MEASURE.

D. IN THE EVENT THAT THE PERVANENT CLOSI NG OF ANY FI REHOUSE OR THE
PERVANENT REMOVAL OR RELOCATI ON OF ANY FI RE FI GHTI NG UNI T DOES NOT OCCUR
W TH N FOUR MONTHS OF THE DATE OF APPROVAL AFTER REVIEW IN THE MANNER
PROVI DED BY SUBDIVISION C OF TH' S SECTI ON, THE COW SSI ONER SHALL | SSUE
ANOTHER WRI TTEN REQUEST W TH SUPPORTI NG DOCUMENTATION PRIOR TO SUCH
PERVANENT CLOSURE, REMOVAL OR RELOCATI ON. THE FOUR MONTHS DURI NG WHI CH
THE APPROVAL | S EFFECTI VE SHALL BE TOLLED FOR ANY PERIOD IN VWHICH A
RESTRAI NI NG ORDER OR | NJUNCTI ON PRCHI BI TI NG THE CLCSI NG OF SUCH FACI LI TY
OR UNIT SHALL BE I N EFFECT.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



