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STATE OF NEW YORK

4443
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 1, 2013

Introduced by Sen. MARTINS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to amend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
creating the Long Island aquifer comm ssion, and to repeal certain
provi sions of such law relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that protecting
Long Island's sole source aquifer from contanmi nants, from whatever
source, 1is critical to the health and wellbeing of mllions of the
state's citizens. Although the inportance of this resource is indisputa-
ble, ensuring its protection requires maxinum coordination from al
parts of Long |Island and New York state.

The legislature further finds that guaranteeing adequate supply and
delivery of fresh drinking water at a reasonable cost on Long Island
requires cooperation and sharing of information and resources between
Long Island and the New York state departnent of environmental conserva-
tion and departnent of health.

S 2. The environnental conservation lawis anended by adding a new
section 55-0112 to read as foll ows:

S 55-0112. LONG | SLAND AQUI FER COW SSI ON

1. THE COWM SSION. (A) THERE | S HEREBY CREATED THE LONG | SLAND AQUI -
FER COW SSI ON, WHI CH SHALL POSSESS THE POAERS AND DUTIES SET FORTH IN
THI'S SECTION. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL CONSI ST OF SEVEN VOTI NG MEMBERS: THE
CHAIR OF THE LONG |SLAND WATER CONFERENCE, THE CHAI R OF THE SUFFOLK
COUNTY WATER AUTHORI TY, ONE PERSON APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE PERSON
APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, ONE PERSON APPQO NTED
BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND ONE PERSON APPO NTED BY EACH OF THE
COUNTY EXECUTI VES FOR THE COUNTI ES OF NASSAU AND SUFFOLK. ALL APPQO NTED
MEMBERS SHALL HAVE A BACKGROUND IN ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWN NG AREAS
HYDROLOGY, GEOLOGY, HYDROGEOLOGY, PUBLIC SAN TATION, PUBLIC HEALTH,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ENG NEERI NG ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI QN, GROUNDWATER  PROTECTI ON, OR
CURRENT OR PRI OR EMPLOYMENT W TH A PUBLI C WATER PROVI DER.

(B) EACH APPO NTED MEMBER SHALL SERVE A TERM OF TWO YEARS OR UNTIL A
SUCCESSOR SHALL HAVE BEEN NAMED AND QUALI FI ED. MEMBERS NAY BE REAP-
PO NTED TO SUCCESSI VE TERMS.

(© NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, FOUR
VOTI NG MEMBERS SHALL CONSTI TUTE A QUORUM FOR THE PURPOSES OF ORGANI ZI NG
THE COWM SSI ON AND CONDUCTI NG THE BUSI NESS THEREOF; AND NO ACTI ON OF THE
COM SSI ON MAY BE TAKEN EXCEPT UPON AN AFFI RVATI VE VOTE OF AT LEAST
THREE- FI FTHS OF THE FULL COWM SSI ON MEMBERSHI P AT ANY MEETI NG AT WH CH
AT LEAST FOUR VOTI NG MEMBERS ARE PRESENT OR PARTI Cl PATI NG BY VI DECCON-
FERENCI NG VI DEOCCONFERENCI NG MAY BE USED FOR ATTENDANCE AND PARTI C
| PATI ON BY MEMBERS OF THE COWMM SSI ON. | F VI DEOCONFERENCI NG | S USED, THE
COM SSION SHALL PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ATTEND,
LI STEN, AND OBSERVE AT ANY SITE AT WHCH A NMEMBER PARTIC PATES. THE
PUBLIC NOTICE FOR THE MEETING SHALL | DENTIFY, |F PRACTI CABLE, ALL
LOCATI ONS WVHERE A MEMBER W LL PARTI Cl PATE | N THE MEETI NG BY VI DEOCONFER-
ENCE AND SHALL STATE THAT THE PUBLI C HAS THE RI GHT TO ATTEND THE MEETI NG
AT ANY SUCH LOCATI ON.

(D) THE COW SSI ONERS OF THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
THE DEPARTMENT, THE REGQ ONAL DI RECTOR OR REPRESENTATI VE OF THE UNI TED
STATES ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY AND A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE
UNI TED STATES GEOLOG C SURVEY SHALL SERVE AS EX- OFFI C O MEMBERS OF THE
COW SSI ON.

(E) MEMBERS OF THE COW SSI ON, | N FURTHERANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES PURSUANT
TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON, SHALL NOT RECEI VE A SALARY OR OTHER
COVPENSATI ON, BUT SHALL BE ALLOANED THE NECESSARY AND ACTUAL EXPENSES
I NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF DUTI ES UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

2. GENERAL PONERS AND DUTIES OF THE COM SSION. (A) THE COW SSI ON
SHALL FOCUS [|ITS EFFORTS ON QUALITY AND QUANTI TY OF GROUNDWATER I N THE
SOLE SOURCE AQUI FER AND PREVENTI NG ADDI TI ONAL DEGRADATI ON OF THE AQUI -
FER, TAKING | NTO CONSIDERATI ON FACTORS | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TG
SALTWATER | NTRUSI QN, CONTAM NATI ON  PLUMES, RECHARG NG CAPABI LI TI ES,
WATER LEVELS AND PESTI Cl DE LEACHI NG

(B) THE COW SSION MAY ADOPT RULES AND REGULATI ONS RELATI NG TO THE
ACTI VITIES OF THE COW SSI ON.

(© THE COW SSION |I'S AUTHORI ZED AND SHALL RECEI VE UPON REQUEST ACCESS
TO STUDI ES PERFORMED OR COW SSI ONED BY THE DEPARTMENT, NASSAU COUNTY,
SUFFCOLK COUNTY OR MUNI CI PALI TI ES OR PCLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS LOCATED W TH-
IN EACH COUNTY, RELATED TO GROUNDWATER AND SOLE SOURCE AQUI FER QUALI TY
AND QUANTI TY.

(D) THE COW SSI ON SHALL MEET AT LEAST QUARTERLY. AFTER THE COW S-
SION'S SECOND MEETING AND ANNUALLY THEREAFTER, THE COWM SS|I ON SHALL
CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PURPOSE OF SCLIC TING | NFORMVATI ON
NECESSARY FOR CONSI DERATI ON OF | SSUES OF REG ONAL CONCERN AFFECTI NG THE
SOLE SOURCE AQUIFER FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND ORGAN ZATI ONS
I NVOLVED | N CGROUNDWATER RESEARCH, MANAGEMENT, AND ADVOCACY. M NUTES OF
THE MEETI NGS SHALL BE KEPT AND MEETI NG AGENDAS AND M NUTES SHALL BE
PROVI DED TO ALL COW SSI ON MEMBERS.

(E) THE COW SSION SHALL PREPARE AND RELEASE A STATE OF THE AQUI FER
REPORT W THI N ONE YEAR OF I TS FI RST MEETI NG AND THEREAFTER PROVI DE ANNU-
AL UPDATES OF THE REPORT. THE REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED
TO  THE FOLLOW NG | NFORVATI ON: QUALI TATI VE AND QUANTI TATI VE GROUNDWATER
DATA, ANTHROPOGENI C THREATS TO GROUNDWATER QUALI TY AND QUANTI TY, EXI ST-
I NG REGULATORY GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT REGQ MES, NMANAGEMENT OPPORTUNI TI ES,
RECOMVENDATI ONS  AND METHODS FOR | MPLEMENTATI ON, | NCLUDI NG STAKEHCLDERS,
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ROLES AND RESPONSI BI LI TIES, PRIORI TIZATION OF ACTIONS, SCHEDULE AND
COSTS. THE REPORT SHALL BE PUBLI CLY AVAI LABLE AND SHALL ALSO BE DELI V-
ERED TO THE GOVERNOR, THE COW SSI ONER, THE NEW YORK STATE COW SSI ONER
OF HEALTH, THE SUFFOLK COUNTY EXECUTI VE, THE NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTI VE,
THE TEMPORARY PRES|I DENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND
ALL LOCAL WATER DI STRI CTS LOCATED W THI N NASSAU AND SUFFOLK COUNTI ES.

3. COOPERATION OF STATE AND MUNI Cl PAL AGENCIES. (A) THE COW SSI ON
MAY REQUEST AND SHALL BE PROVIDED W TH SUCH COOPERATI ON, ASSI STANCE,
SERVI CES AND DATA, FROM ANY DEPARTMENT, AGENCY, ADVI SORY BOARD, TASK
FORCE, COW SSI ON, BUREAU OR ANY OTHER AGENCY HAVI NG JURI SDI CTI ON OVER
LAND OR WATER W THI N THE COUNTI ES OF NASSAU AND SUFFOLK AS ARE NECESSARY
TO CARRY OUT THE COWM SSION' S FUNCTI ON PURSUANT TO TH S SECTI ON. THE
COWM SSI ON SHALL COORDI NATE I TS ACTIONS WTH THE REG ON 1 REG ONAL ADVI -
SORY COW TTEE, ESTABLI SHED BY SECTI ON 49-0209 OF TH S CHAPTER. EVERY
STATE AGENCY IS AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE, W TH N AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED
THEREFORE AND SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE DI RECTOR OF THE BUDGET,
SUCH ASSI STANCE AND SERVI CES AS THE COWM SSI ON MAY REQUEST.

(B) REG ON ONE OF THE DEPARTMENT | S AUTHORI ZED TO PROVI DE ALL NECES-
SARY STAFF SERVI CES, ACCOUNTI NG CLERI CAL, AND SECRETARI AL ASSI STANCE,
OFFI CE SPACE, AND EQUI PMENT REASONABLY REQUESTED BY THE COWM SSI ON.

4. ACCEPTANCE OF MONI ES. THE COWM SSI ON MAY ACCEPT ANY GRANT OR APPRO-
PRI ATI ON FROM FEDERAL, STATE AND MUN Cl PAL SOURCES AND ANY G FT FOR USE
TO CARRY QUT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION. SUCH MONIES SHALL BE
EXPENDED BY THE COWM SSI ON TO CARRY OUT THE PROVI SION OF TH S SECTI ON,
EXCEPT THAT SUCH EXPENDI TURES SHALL NOT EXCEED THE GRANTS, APPROPRI -
ATI ONS AND G FTS RECEI VED BY THE COW SS| ON.

S 3. Subdivisions 5, 6, 7 and 8 of section 55-0113 of the environ-
nment al conservati on | aw are REPEALED.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



