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STATE OF NEW YORK

3537--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 5, 2013

I ntroduced by Sens. GRI SANTI, AVELLA, ESPAILLAT, G PSON, HOYLMAN, SERRA-
NO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmtted
to the Commttee on Agriculture -- reported favorably fromsaid
conmittee and conmitted to the Committee on Finance -- committee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to estab-
lishing and inplenmenting training prograns for dog control officers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and markets |aw i s anmended by addi ng a new
section 113-a to read as foll ows:

S 113-A. TRAI NI NG PROGRAM FOR DOG CONTROL OFFI CERS. 1. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL ESTABLI SH AND | MPLEMENT A TRAI NI NG PROGRAM FOR DOG CONTROL OFFI -
CERS.

2. (A) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED I N PARAGRAPH (B) OR (C) OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON
ANY PERSON APPO NTED BY A LOCAL GOVERNMENT AS A DOG CONTROL OFFI CER
SHALL COWPLETE A COURSE OF TRAIN NG APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT. ANY
PERSON EMPLOYED ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THIS SECTION AS A DOG CONTROL
OFFI CER SHALL COWPLETE THE FIRST SUCH TRAI NIl NG PROGRAM NO LATER THAN
JANUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN. ANY PERSON APPO NTED AFTER THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI' S SECTI ON SHALL COVPLETE SUCH TRAI NI NG BY JANUARY
FI RST, TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN OR W THI N ONE HUNDRED ElI GHTY DAYS OF SUCH
APPO NTMENT WHI CHEVER |S LATER  DOCUMENTATI ON THAT SUCH PERSON HAS
COVPLETED SUCH TRAI NI NG SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED BY THE LOCAL GOVERNVENT AND
BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT UPON REQUEST.

(B) A VETERINARIAN LICENSED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE ONE HUNDRED
THI RTY- FI VE OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE TRAI NI NG
PROGRAM REQUI RED BY THI S SECTI ON.

(© A LOCAL GOVERNMENT THAT EMPLOYS A DOG CONTROL OFFI CER MAY ELECT
NOT TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE TRAI Nl NG PROGRAM REQUI RED BY THIS SECTION |F

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SUCH LOCAL GOVERNMENT HAS A TRAI NI NG PROGRAM FOR DOG CONTROL OFFI CERS
THAT MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH IN SUBDIVISION THREE OF TH'S
SECTION, AND IS APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF A
LOCAL GOVERNMENT THAT ELECTS TO CONDUCT I TS OAN DOG CONTROL OFFI CER
PROGRAM MUST DO SO BY ADOPTING A RESCOLUTION DECLARING THAT IT WLL
CONDUCT I TS OW TRAI NI NG PROGRAM AND PROVI DI NG SUCH RESCLUTI ON TO THE
DEPARTMENT.

3. THE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM REQUI RED BY THI' S SECTI ON SHALL | NCLUDE TRAI N-
| NG REGARDI NG

(A) THE SCOPE OF THE RESPONSI BI LI TIES OF THE DOG CONTROL OFFI CER;

(B) APPROPRI ATE AND HUMANE HANDLI NG OF ANI MALS, | NCLUDI NG TRANSPORTI NG
ANI MALS SAFELY, GENERAL ANI MAL CONTROL AND PROPER METHODS FOR CAPTURI NG
ANI MALS;

(© THE LAWS AND RULES REGARDI NG DOG LI CENSI NG  SEARCH AND SEl ZURE
RELEVANT TO DOG CONTROL OFFI CERS;

(D) PROPER DI SPOSAL OF THE REMAI NS OF DECEASED AN MALS;

(E) |1 DENTI FI CATI ON AND NOTI FI CATI ON OF AN ANI MAL' S O\NER; AND

(F) OTHER SUBJECT MATTER RELEVANT TO DOG CONTROL OFFI CERS AS DEEMED
NECESSARY OR APPROPRI ATE BY THE COWM SSI ONER

4. GOVERNI NG BODI ES OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS SHALL TERM NATE THE APPO NT-
MENT OF ANY DOG CONTROL OFFICER WHO FAILS TO COWLETE THE TRAI NI NG
PROGRAM REQUI RED BY THI S SECTI ON.

5. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, | N CONSULTATION WTH | NDI VIDUALS AND ORGAN-
| ZATIONS |INVOLVED WTH AN MAL CARE AND CONTROL THAT THE COWM SSI ONER
DEEMS APPROPRI ATE, | DENTIFY AND APPROVE AT LEAST ONE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM
FOR DOG CONTROL OFFICERS TO MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SI ONS TWD
AND THREE OF THI' S SECTI ON THAT | S BOTH COST- EFFECTI VE AND ACCESSI BLE.
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE | NFORMATI ON ABOUT SUCH PROGRAM AVAI LABLE UPON
| TS | NTERNET WEBSI TE. SUCH PROGRAM MAY BE PROVI DED | N AN | NTERNET- BASED
FORVAT. | F THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT APPROVE AN | NTERNET- BASED FORMAT, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT THE TRAI NIl NG PROGRAM | S AVAI LABLE I N VARI -
OUS REG ONS OF THE STATE I N ORDER TO ENSURE REASONABLE ACCESSI BI LI TY FOR
DOG CONTRCOL OFFI CERS.

6. THE DEPARTMENT | S AUTHORI ZED TO PROMULGATE RULES, REGULATI ONS AND
STANDARDS FOR | MPLEMENTATI ON  OF THE TRAI NIl NG PROGRAM | NCLUDI NG RULES
FOR COWPLI ANCE BY DOG CONTROL OFFI CERS AND THE FREQUENCY W TH WHI CH SUCH
OFFI CERS SHALL BE REQUI RED TO COVPLETE THE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM

7. THE COW SSI ONER MAY SOLICI T AND ACCEPT FUNDS FROM ANY PUBLIC OR
PRI VATE SOURCE TO HELP CARRY OUT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately; provided that the addi-
tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for
the inplenentation of this act on its effective date takes place within
ei ghteen nonths of the effective date.



