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STATE OF NEW YORK

3478
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 4, 2013

Introduced by Sen. G PSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmttee on |Insurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance | aw and the workers' conpensation law, in
relation to coverage of long termmnedical care for Lyne di sease and
other tick borne related pathogens; and to anend the public health
law, the tax law and the state finance law, in relation to providing
for taxpayer gifts for tick borne illness research, detection and
education and establishing the tick borne illness research, detection
and education fund

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "tick borne
illness treatnment and education act of 2013".

S 2. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 30 to read as foll ows:

(30) EVERY I NSURER | SSUI NG A POLI CY OF ACCI DENT AND HEALTH | NSURANCE
FOR DELI VERY IN THI S STATE SHALL PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR ALL COSTS FOR
TREATMENT OF LYME DI SEASE (LYME BORRELICSIS) AND OTHER Tl CK BORNE
RELATED PATHOGENS. SUCH TREATMENT SHALL | NCLUDE NOT LESS THAN THI RTY
DAYS OF | NTRAVENQUS ANTI Bl OTI C THERAPY, SI XTY DAYS OF ORAL ANTIBI OTI C
THERAPY, OR BOTH, AND SHALL PROVI DE FURTHER TREATMENT | F RECOMVENDED BY
A PHYSI Cl AN LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE MEDI CI NE I N THE STATE OF NEW YORK

S 3. Subsection (1) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 19 to read as foll ows:

(19) EVERY GROUP OR BLANKET POLI CY DELI VERED OR | SSUED FOR DELI VERY | N
THI'S STATE WH CH PROVI DES HOSPI TAL, SURG CAL OR MEDI CAL COVERAGE SHALL
PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR ALL COSTS FOR TREATMENT OF LYME DI SEASE (LYME
BORRELICSIS) AND OTHER TICK BORNE RELATED PATHOGENS. SUCH TREATMENT
SHALL | NCLUDE NOT LESS THAN THI RTY DAYS OF | NTRAVENQUS ANTI Bl OTl C THERA-
PY, SIXTY DAYS OF ORAL ANTI Bl OTI C THERAPY, OR BOTH, AND SHALL PROVI DE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FURTHER TREATMENT | F RECOMVENDED BY A PHYSI CI AN LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE
MEDI CI NE | N THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

S 4. Section 4303 of the insurance |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subsection (jj) to read as foll ows:

(JJ) EVERY MEDI CAL EXPENSE | NDEWMNITY CORPORATION, HOSPI TAL SERVICE
CORPORATI ON AND HEALTH SERVI CE CORPORATI ON WHI CH PROVI DES COVERAGE FOR
MEDI CAL, SURG CAL OR MAJOR MEDI CAL CARE SHALL PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR ALL
COSTS FOR TREATMENT OF LYME DI SEASE (LYME BORRELI OSI'S) AND OTHER TI CK
BORNE RELATED PATHOGENS. SUCH TREATMENT SHALL | NCLUDE NOT LESS THAN
THI RTY DAYS OF | NTRAVENOUS ANTI BI OTI C THERAPY, SI XTY DAYS OF ORAL ANTI -
Bl OTl C THERAPY, OR BOTH, AND SHALL PROVI DE FURTHER TREATMENT | F RECOW
MENDED BY A PHYSI Cl AN LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE MEDI CI NE | N THE STATE OF NEW
YORK.

S 5. Paragraph 30 of subdivision 2 of section 3 of the workers'
conpensation |aw, as renunbered by chapter 665 of the |laws of 1971, is
renunber ed paragraph 31 and a new paragraph 30 is added to read as
fol | ows:

30. LYME DI SEASE 30. ANY PROCESS | NVOLVI NG FARM NG,
(LYME BORRELI CSI S) LANDSCAPI NG OPERATI ONS, TREE

AND OTHER TI CK BORNE PRUNI NG, SPRAYI NG, REPAI Rl NG,
RELATED PATHOGENS. OR RELATED OCCUPATI ON WHI CH

CREATES EXPOSURE TO LYME
DI SEASE CARRYI NG ORGANI SMS
OR CARE OR HANDLI NG OF ANI MALS.

S 6. The cl osing paragraph of subdivision 2 of section 3 of the work-
ers' conpensation |aw, as anended by chapter 666 of the |laws of 1971, is
amended to read as foll ows:

Not hi ng in paragraph [thirty] TH RTY-ONE of this subdivision shall be
construed to apply to any disability or death due to any disease
descri bed in paragraph twenty-nine of this subdivision.

S 7. Subdivision 9 of section 201 of the workers' conpensation law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph Cto read as foll ows:

C. "DISABILITY" ALSO |NCLUDES DI SABILITY CAUSED BY OR | N CONNECTI ON
W TH LYME DI SEASE (LYME BORRELI OSI'S) AND OTHER TI CK BORNE RELATED PATHO-
GENS.

S 8. The public health law is anended by adding a new article 27-FF to
read as follows:

ARTI CLE 27- FF
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
SECTI ON 2790. TI CK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND EDUCATI ON.

S 2790. TICK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND EDUCATI ON. THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL ESTABLI SH W THI N THE DEPARTMENT A PROGRAM TO PROMOTE
RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND PATI ENT EDUCATI ON REGARDI NG TI CK BORNE RELATED
PATHOGENS. TO CARRY QUT THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE COVM SSI ONER
SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG POVWERS AND DUTI ES:

1. TO PROMOTE PATI ENT EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS DESI GNED TO REDUCE OR PREVENT
THE | NCl DENCE AND SEVERI TY OF Tl CK BORNE | LLNESSES SUCH AS LYME DI SEASE
AND | NCREASE DETECTI ON OF SUCH | LLNESSES;

2. TO PROMOTE RESEARCH FOR TREATMENT, PREVENTION AND DETECTI ON
PROGRAMS DESI GNED TO REDUCE THE | NCI DENCE AND SEVERITY OF TICK BORNE
| LLNESSES SUCH AS LYME DI SEASE AND | NCREASE DETECTI ON OF SUCH | LLNESSES;

3. TO ACCEPT AND EXPEND ANY GRANTS, AWARDS OR OTHER FUNDS OR APPROPRI -
ATIONS AS MAY BE AVAI LABLE FOR THESE PURPOSES SUBJECT TO LI M TATI ONS AS
TO THE APPROVAL OF EXPENDI TURES AND AUDI T AS PRESCRI BED FOR STATE FUNDS
BY THE STATE FI NANCE LAW AND
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4. TO ENTER | NTO CONTRACTS W THI N THE AMOUNTS AVAI LABLE THEREFOR AS
MAY BE NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 9. The tax law is anended by adding a new section 209-H to read as
fol | ows:

S 209-H G FT FOR TI CK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTION AND EDUCA-
TI ON. A TAXPAYER | N ANY TAXABLE YEAR MAY ELECT TO CONTRI BUTE TO THE
SUPPORT OF THE TI CK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTION AND EDUCATI ON
FUND. SUCH CONTRIBUTION SHALL BE I N ANY WHOLE DOLLAR AMOUNT AND SHALL
NOT REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF THE STATE TAX OWED BY SUCH TAXPAYER THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL | NCLUDE SPACE ON THE CORPORATE | NCOVE TAX RETURN TO
ENABLE A TAXPAYER TO MAKE SUCH CONTRI BUTI ON. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER
PROVI SION OF LAW ALL REVENUES COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
BE CREDI TED TO THE TI CK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND EDUCATI ON
FUND AND SHALL BE USED ONLY FOR THOSE PURPOSES ENUMERATED | N SECTI ON
NI NETY- SEVEN- CC OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 10. The tax law is anmended by addi ng a new section 630-c to read as
fol | ows:

S 630-C. G FT FOR TICK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND EDUCA-
TION. AN I NDI VI DUAL I N ANY TAXABLE YEAR MAY ELECT TO CONTRI BUTE TO THE
TI CK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND EDUCATI ON FUND. SUCH CONTRI B-
UTION SHALL BE IN ANY WHOLE DOLLAR AMOUNT AND SHALL NOT REDUCE THE
AMOUNT OF STATE TAX OAED BY SUCH |NDIVIDUAL. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL
| NCLUDE SPACE ON THE PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX RETURN TO ENABLE A TAXPAYER TO
MAKE SUCH CONTRI BUTI ON.  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW ALL
REVENUES COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CREDI TED TO THE
TI CK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND EDUCATI ON FUND AND USED ONLY
FOR THOSE PURPOSES ENUMERATED | N SECTI ON NI NETY- SEVEN- CC OF THE STATE
FI NANCE LAW

S 11. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 97-cc
to read as foll ows:

S 97-CC. TICK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND EDUCATI ON FUND. 1.
THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED I N THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF
TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE AND THE COWPTROLLER, A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS
THE " Tl CK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND EDUCATI ON FUND".

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL REVENUES RECEI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTIONS TWO
HUNDRED NI NE-H AND SIX HUNDRED THI RTY-C OF THE TAX LAW AND ALL OTHER
MONEYS APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED, OR TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER
FUND OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
PREVENT THE STATE FROM RECEI VING GRANTS, G FTS OR BEQUESTS FOR THE
PURPCSES OF THE FUND AS DEFINED IN THI S SECTI ON AND DEPGCSI TI NG THEM | NTO
THE FUND ACCORDI NG TO LAW

3. MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED ONLY FOR TI CK BORNE | LLNESS
RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND EDUCATI ON PRQJECTS. AS USED IN TH'S SECTION,
"TICK BORNE |LLNESS RESEARCH, DETECTI ON AND EDUCATI ON PROJIECTS" MEANS
EDUCATI ONAL PRQIECTS, | NCLUDI NG GRANTS FOR Tl CK BORNE | LLNESS RESEARCH,
DETECTI ON AND EDUCATI ON, VWHI CH, PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TVEENTY- SEVEN HUNDRED
NI NETY OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH LAW ARE APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH.

4. MONIES SHALL BE PAYABLE FROM THE FUND ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT OF
THE COWTROLLER ON VOUCHERS APPROVED AND CERTI FI ED BY THE COWM SSI ONER
OF HEALTH.

5. TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH SHALL ENSURE
THAT ALL MONI ES RECEI VED DURI NG A FI SCAL YEAR ARE EXPENDED PRI OR TO THE
END OF THAT FI SCAL YEAR.
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S 12. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day
after it shall have becone a | aw provi ded, however, that effective i me-
diately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rules or regu-
| ati ons necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized to be nmade on or before such effective date.



