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STATE OF NEW YORK

2804
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 23, 2013

Introduced by Sen. BALL -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to establishing the bystander
protection act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "bystander protection act".

S 2. The penal law is anended by adding a new section 55.15 to read as
fol | ows:

S 55. 15 BYSTANDER PROTECTI ON.

1. ANY OFFENSE WH CH WAS COW TTED AGAI NST A PERSON DURI NG THE COW S-
SI ON OF ANOTHER OFFENSE AS SET FORTH I N ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED TVENTY, ONE
HUNDRED TWENTY-ONE, ONE HUNDRED TVEENTY- FI VE, ONE HUNDRED THI RTY- Fl VE,
TWO HUNDRED FORTY OR FOUR HUNDRED NI NETY OF THI S CHAPTER, WHERE A PUBLI C
OFFI CI AL 1S THE | NTENDED TARGET OF SUCH OFFENSE, SHALL BE PUNI SHABLE BY
THE NEXT H GHEST CLASSI FI CATI ON OF OFFENSE FOR WHI CH THE PERSON COWM T-
TI NG SUCH OFFENSE WAS CONVI CTED.

2. AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON, THE TERM "PUBLI C OFFI Cl AL" SHALL MEAN:

(1) THE GOVERNOR, LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR, COVPTROLLER OR ATTORNEY CENER-
AL;

(1'l) MEMBERS OF THE STATE LEG SLATURE;

(1'1'l1) STATE OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES | NCLUDI NG

(A) HEADS OF STATE DEPARTMENTS AND THEI R DEPUTI ES AND ASSI STANTS OTHER
THAN MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF RECGENTS OF THE UNI VERSI TY OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK WHO RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON OR ARE COVPENSATED ON A PER D EM
BASI S,

(B) OFFI CERS OF STATE DEPARTMENTS, BQARDS, BUREAUS, DI VI SIONS, COW S-
SIONS, COUNCI LS OR OTHER STATE AGENCI ES,

(© MEMBERS OR DI RECTORS OF PUBLI C AUTHORI TI ES, OTHER THAN MJULTI - STATE
AUTHORI TI ES, PUBLI C BENEFI T CORPORATI ONS AND COWM SSI ONS AT LEAST ONE OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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VWHOSE MEMBERS |S APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, AND EMPLOYEES OF SUCH
AUTHORI TI ES, CORPORATI ONS AND COWM SSI ONS;

(1'V) UNI TED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATI VES;

MUNI Cl PAL OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES | NCLUDI NG AN OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE

OF A MUNI Cl PALI TY, WHETHER PAID OR UNPAID, |INCLUDING MEMBERS OF ANY
ADM NI STRATI VE BOARD, COWM SSI ON OR OTHER AGENCY THEREOF AND | N THE CASE
OF A COUNTY, SHALL BE DEEMED TO ALSO | NCLUDE ANY OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE
PAI D FROM COUNTY FUNDS. NO PERSON SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE A MUN Cl PAL
OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE SOLELY BY REASON OF BEI NG A VOLUNTEER FI REMAN OR
Cl VI L DEFENSE VOLUNTEER, EXCEPT A FIRE CH EF OR ASS|I STANT FIRE CHI EF;
AND

(M) ANY STATE-PAID FULL-TIME JUDGE OR JUSTICE OF THE UNI FI ED COURT
SYSTEM

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of November next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



