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STATE OF NEW YORK

256
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by Sen. DIAZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education |law and the vehicle and traffic law, in
relation to providing for the installation and use of video nonitoring
systens on school buses

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 3624-a
to read as foll ows:

S 3624-A. SCHOOL BUS VI DEO MONI TORI NG SYSTEMS. 1. THE COW SSI ONER, | N
CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COW SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON, SHALL PROMULGATE
RULES AND REGULATIONS TO REQUI RE THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OR TRUSTEES OF
EVERY SCHOOL DI STRICT IN THE STATE TO PROVI DE FOR THE | NSTALLATI ON AND
USE OF ONE OR MORE SCHOOL BUS VI DEO MONI TORI NG SYSTEMS, AS DEFI NED I N
SUBDI VI SI ON THI RTEEN- A OF SECTI ON THI RTY- SI X HUNDRED TVENTY-ONE OF THI' S
ARTI CLE, ON EVERY SCHOOL BUS, AS DEFINED IN SUBDI VISION SI X OF SUCH
SECTI ON, THAT | S PURCHASED, LEASED, CONTRACTED FOR OR USED FOR THE
TRANSPORTATI ON  OF ENROLLED PUPI LS FOR ANY REASON BY SUCH DI STRI CT OR BY
A SCHOOL WTHIN THE DI STRICT. THE COVW SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATION, IN
CONSULTATION WTH THE COW SSI ONER, SHALL AMEND THE RULES AND REGUJ
LATI ONS PROMULGATED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON THI RTY- SI X HUNDRED TWENTY- THREE
OF TH'S ARTICLE, TO REQU RE THAT EVERY SCHOOL BUS BE EQUI PPED W TH ONE
OR MORE SCHOOL BUS VIDEO MONI TORING SYSTEMS |IN ACCORDANCE WTH THE
REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SI ON TVWENTY- ONE-J OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED SEVEN-
TY-FI VE OF THE VEH CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW AND THI S SECTI ON.

2. THE COW SSIONER' S RULES AND REGULATIONS SHALL REQUI RE SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS TO PROMULGATE, COVMMUNI CATE AND ENFORCE POLI Cl ES AND PROCEDURES
TO BE FOLLOAED WHEN USI NG ON- BOARD VI DEO MONI TORI NG SYSTEMS. SUCH PQOLI -
CIlES AND PROCEDURES SHALL | NCLUDE AT A M NIMJUM AND SHALL BE CONSI STENT
W TH, THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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A. VI DEO CAMERAS ON SCHOOL BUSES SHALL BE USED ONLY AS AN AID TO MONI -
TOR ON-BOARD ACTIVITIES. THESE DEVICES SHALL NOT REPLACE DI SClPLINE
POLICY, THE AUTHORITY OF THE DRIVER, OR THE RESPONSI BI LI TY OF SCHOOL
OFFI CI ALS. THE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PUPI L BEHAVIOR ON SCHOOL PROPERTY,
ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWENTY- El GHT HUNDRED ONE OF THI S CHAPTER, AS
IT RELATES TO CONDUCT ON SCHOOL BUSES, AND ALL OTHER SAFE- DRI VI NG AND
SAFE- RI DI NG RULES, REGULATI ONS, POLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES OF THE DI STRICT
OR REQU RED BY LAW OR BY THE COWM SSI ONER CONSI STENT W TH LAW SHALL BE
ENFORCED ON SCHOOL BUSES WHETHER OR NOT PUPI LS ARE BElI NG TRANSPORTED ON
SUCH BUSES AT THE TI ME CONDUCT BY A SCHOOL BUS DRI VER OR PASSENGER WHI LE
ON- BOARD THE BUS | S OBSERVED.

B. ALL PUPILS AND ALL SCHOOL BUS DRI VERS SHALL BE NOTI FI ED THAT THEY
ARE SUBJECT TO BEI NG VI DEOTAPED ON A SCHOOL BUS AT ANY TIME.  SUCH
NOTI FI CATI ON SHALL BE MADE BY THE SCHOOL TO THE PARENTS OF ALL ENROLLED
PUPI LS. PRI OR TO ACTUAL VI DECTAPI NG DRI VERS, PARENTS AND PUPILS SHALL
BE ADVI SED WHAT DRI VER CONDUCT AND WHAT PUPI L CONDUCT | S PRCHI Bl TED BY
THE STATE AND BY THE DI STRI CT AND THAT SUCH CONDUCT W LL RESULT I N SPEC
| FI ED DI SCI PLI NARY CONSEQUENCES AS DEFI NED | N THE ESTABLI SHED DI SCI PLI NE
POLI CY. ACTUAL VI DEOTAPI NG SHALL BE BY MEANS OF SI MULTANEOUS AUDI O AND
VI DEO RECORDI NG.

C. REGULAR AND PERIODIC NOTIFICATIONS REGARDI NG VI DEOTAPI NG MUST
OCCUR, ADDRESSI NG THE PURPOSE AND USE OF VI DEO EQUI PMENT AND THE NEED
FOR PERSONAL AWARENESS OF SAFETY | SSUES. THESE NOTI FI CATI ONS SHALL BE
MADE TO GUARD AGAI NST A FALSE SENSE OF SECURI TY. THE USE OF NEWBLETTERS,
PUPI L HANDOUTS, AND NOTI CES POSTED W THI N THE BUS SHALL CONSTI TUTE MEANS
OF FULFI LLI NG THI S REQUI REMENT.

D. AFTER VI DEOTAPI NG HAS BEEN CONDUCTED, THE TAPES SHALL BE STORED IN
A SECURE LOCATION FOR A PERIOD OF Tl ME DESI GNATED BY DI STRI CT PQOLI CY,
EXCEPT THAT A SPECI FI C TAPE MAY BE REMOVED FROM STORAGE FOR PLAYBACK
VHENEVER | T | S NEEDED | N AN ONGO NG LEGAL ACTI ON OR PROCEEDI NG

E. THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OR TRUSTEES OF EVERY SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL
DESI GNATE ONE OR MORE PERSONNEL EMPLOYED BY THE DI STRICT OR BY EVERY
SCHOOL W THI N THE DI STRI CT TO PERI ODI CALLY REVI EW VI DEOTAPES ON A RANDOM
BASIS TO ENSURE PROPER DRIVER AND PUPIL CONDUCT. |F NO M SCONDUCT OR
SAFETY- RELATED | NCI DENTS ARE REPORTED WTHIN A PERIOD DEFINED BY THE
POLICY OF THE DI STRICT, THE TAPES MAY BE RECYCLED FOR FUTURE USE. HOWEV-
ER, |IF M SCONDUCT OR SAFETY- RELATED | NCI DENTS ARE REPORTED, OR | F ANY
SUCH | NCI DENT | S VI EWVED DURI NG THE RANDOM SELECTI ON PROCESS, THE TAPES
SHALL BE STORED UNTIL FI NAL RESOLUTI ON OR UNTIL SUCH TI ME AS ANY ADM N-
| STRATI VE APPEAL OR LEGAL ACTI ON OR PROCEEDI NG | S CONCLUDED.

S 2. Section 3621 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 13-a to read as foll ows:

13-A.  SCHOOL BUS VIDEO MONI TORI NG SYSTEM THE TERM " SCHOOL BUS VI DEO
MONI TORI NG SYSTEM' MEANS ONE OR MORE ELECTRONI C DEVI CES CONSI STI NG OF AT
LEAST A VI DEO CAMERA AND M CROPHONE AND VI DEOTAPI NG AND AUDI OTAPI NG
EQUI PMENT, |INSTALLED ON A SCHOOL BUS AND CAPABLE OF RECORDI NG THE
CONDUCT AND MOVEMENT OF PERSONS W THI N THE DRI VER AND PASSENGER COWVPART-
MENTS OF THE BUS.

S 3. Paragraph c¢ of subdivision 2 of section 3623-a of the education
law, as anended by chapter 453 of the |aws of 2005, is anended to read
as foll ows:

c. The purchase of equi pment deened a proper school district expense,
including: (i) the purchase of two-way radios to be used on old and new
school buses, (ii) the purchase of stop-arns, to be used on old and new
school buses, (iii) the purchase and installation of seat safety belts
on school buses in accordance with the provisions of section thirty-six
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hundred thirty-five-a of this article, (iv) the purchase of school bus
back up beepers, (v) the purchase of school bus front crossing arnms,
(vi) the purchase of school bus safety sensor devices, (vii) THE
PURCHASE AND | NSTALLATION OF SCHOOL BUS VIDEO MONI TORI NG SYSTEMS ON
SCHOOL BUSES | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION THI RTY-SI X
HUNDRED TWENTY- FOUR-A OF THIS ARTICLE, (VII1) the purchase and install a-
tion of exterior reflective marking on school buses, [(viii)] (I X) the
pur chase of automatic engine fire extinguishing systens for school buses
used to transport students who use wheel chairs or other assistive nobil -
ity devices, and [(ix)] (X) the purchase of other equipnent as
prescribed in the regul ations of the commi ssioner; and

S 4. Section 375 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 21-j to read as foll ows:

21-J. THE COW SSIONER, |IN CONSULTATION WTH THE COW SSI ONER OF
TRANSPORTATI ON, SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE USE OF
SCHOOL BUS VI DEO MONI TORI NG SYSTEMS ON SCHOOL BUSES.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rules or regulations
necessary for the inplenmentation of the foregoing sections of this act
on the effective date of this act is authorized and directed to be nmade
and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



