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STATE OF NEW YORK

2159
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 14, 2013

Introduced by Sen. VALESKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the real property law, in relation to requiring reason-
able nodification to apartnents for seniors and persons with physi cal
i mpai rment s

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The real property law is anmended by addi ng a new section
235-h to read as foll ows:

S 235-H. PROTECTI VE DEVI CES FOR TENANTS WHO ARE SENIORS OR PERSONS
WTH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES. 1. AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON THE FOLLOW NG
TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANINGS: (A) "SENITOR' SHALL MEAN AN
| NDI VI DUAL  AGED SI XTY-FI VE YEARS OR OLDER; (B) "PERSON W TH A PHYSI CAL
| MPAI RVENT" SHALL MEAN AN INDIVIDUAL WTH (I) A PHYSI CAL | MPAI RVENT
RESULTI NG FROM AN ANATOM CAL, PHYSI OLOd CAL, GENETI C, OR NEUROLOG CAL
CONDI TI ON WHI CH PREVENTS THE EXERCI SE OF A NORVAL BODILY FUNCTION OR IS
DEMONSTRABLE BY MEDI CALLY ACCEPTED CLI N CAL OR LABORATORY DI AGNOSTI C
TECHNI QUES; OR (I1) A RECORD OF SUCH | MPAI RVENT; OR (I11) A CONDI TION
REGARDED BY OTHERS AS SUCH AN | MPAI RVENT.

2. | T SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE OMER, LESSOR, AGENT, OR OTHER PERSON
VWHO MANAGES OR CONTROLS A RESI DENTI AL DWELLI NG TO

(A) WHEN REQUESTED I N WRI TING BY A TENANT WHO IS A SENITOR OR PERSON
WTH A PHYSI CAL | MPAI RVENT, PROVIDE, | NSTALL, AND MAINTAIN I N A SAFE
MANNER, WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE ANY STRUCTURAL REI NFORCEMENT NECESSARY, THE
FOLLON NG GRAB BARS ON THE WALLS OF SHOWER AND BATHTUB STALLS AND ADJA-
CENT TO EACH TO LET OR WATER CLOSET | N EACH RESI DENTI AL UNI' T; AND TREADS
ON THE FLOORS OF SHOWERS AND BATHTUB STALLS I N EACH RESI DENTI AL UNIT.

(B) PROVIDE NOTICE IN THE LEASE OF THE RIGHT OF TENANTS WHO ARE
SENI ORS OR PERSONS W TH PHYSI CAL | MPAI RVENTS TO REQUEST SUCH PROTECTI VE
DEVI CES AS DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY | NSTALL-
I NG A PROTECTI VE DEVI CE PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSI DERED
A MAIOR CAPITAL | MPROVEMENT NOR SHALL |I'T BE CONSI DERED AN | NDI VI DUAL
APARTMENT | MPROVEMENT.

4. ANY PERSON WHO VI OLATES THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE
GUILTY OF A VI OLATI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



