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Introduced by Sens. PERKINS, PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Conmmittee on Investigations
and Governnent QCperations

AN ACT to anend chapter 137 of the |laws of 1817 relating to slaves and
servants, in relation to acknow edgi ng the tragedy of slavery in New
York state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Chapter 137 of the laws of 1817 relating to slaves and
servants i s anmended by adding a new section XXXIl-a to read as fol |l ows:

S XXXII-A ACKNOALEDGES THAT SLAVERY, THE TRANSATLANTI C AND THE
DOVESTI C SLAVE TRADE WERE APPALLI NG TRAGEDI ES I N THE H STORY OF NEW YORK
STATE NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THEI R ABHORRENT BARBARI SM BUT ALSO | N TERMS OF
THEI R MAGNI TUDE, ORGANI ZED NATURE AND ESPECI ALLY THEI R NEGATION OF THE
HUMANI TY OF THE ENSLAVED PERSON. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
FURTHER ACKNOALEDGES THAT THE | NSTITUTIONS OF SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE
TRADE | N ENSLAVED PERSONS ARE NOW AND SHOULD ALWAYS HAVE BEEN CRIMES
AGAI NST THI S STATE AS WELL AS CRI MES AGAI NST HUMANI TY. THE GOVERNVENT OF
THE STATE OF NEW YORK FORMALLY APOLOG ZES FOR | TS ROLE | N SANCTI ONI NG,
EXPLO TI NG AND PERPETUATI NG SLAVERY AND |ITS VESTIGES, |INCLUDING THE
ENACTMENT OF SLAVE CODES THAT CREATED THE EXPLO TATI ON AND ABUSE OF
CHI LDREN, AND THE DI SSOLUTI ON OF THEIR FAM LI ES AS PERSONI FIED BY THE
LI FE AND LEGACY OF SOQJOURNER TRUTH.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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