LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
proclaimApril 6-12, 2014, as Crine Victinms' Rights Wek in the State of
New York, in conjunction with the observance of National Crinme Victins'
Ri ghts Wek

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize officia
weeks set aside to increase awareness of serious issues which affect the
lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenori -
alize Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaimApril 6-12, 2014, as Cine
Victime' Rights Wek in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National Crime Victins' Rights Wek; and

WHEREAS, For the past three decades, Anericans have joined together to
recogni ze the needs and rights of crinme victins and survivors during
National Crime Victins' Rights Wek; and

WHEREAS, Every nan, woman and child who is victimzed by crinme in
Anerica deserves to be treated with dignity and conpassi on, and deserves
services and support to help themin the aftermath of crinme; and

WHEREAS, 22 mllion Anericans are directly harned by crinme each year,
and each crine affects many nore famly nenbers, friends, neighbors, and
co-wor kers; and

WHEREAS, Crine can |leave a |asting physical, enotional, and financia
i npact on people of all ages and abilities, and of all econom c, racial,
and soci al backgrounds; and

WHEREAS, |In addition to these challenges, crinme victins face a crim -
nal, mlitary, and juvenile justice systemthat, at times, ignores their
rights and treats themw th disrespect; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1982, the President's Task Force on Victins of Crinme envi-
sioned a national cormmitnment to a nore equitable and supportive response
to victins; and

WHEREAS, The nation heeded this call to action and pronoted victins'
rights initiatives, effective and conpassionate victim services, and
just conpensation and financial support; and

WHEREAS, In 1984, the Crinme Victinmse Fund was established by the
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) to provide a permanent source of support for
crime victimservices and conpensation through fines and penalties paid
by convicted federal offenders; and

WHEREAS, Today, thousands of victim assistance prograns provide hel p
and support to child victinms of violence and sexual abuse; stalking
victims; survivors of honmicide victinms; victinms of drunk-driving cras-
hes; and victins of donestic, dating, and sexual violence and other
crinmes; and

WHEREAS, The victim assi stance community faces new chall enges to reach
and serve all victins, including victins of new crines |ike cybercrine
and terrorismand victins who have not always trusted the crimna
justice system including immgrant victins, urban youth, and victins
who are | esbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or questioning; and

WHEREAS, While New York State has adopted laws to protect the rights
of victims of crime and provide themw th essential services, it remins
the responsibility of all citizens to ensure that these | aws are uphel d;
and

WHEREAS, Inportant efforts have been inplenented to ensure treatnent
to help victins begin healing; anong the volunteers and professionals
who work toward this are |aw enforcenent officers, prosecutors, victim
service providers, correction officers, parole and probation officers,
counsel ors, physicians, health care professionals, and the many others

whose dedication and service to crine victinse help lessen traunma and



assi st in personal recovery; and

WHEREAS, Now is the tine to enbrace new solutions that involve new
partnershi ps with underserved cormmunities and a greater enphasis on
| earni ng what works in neeting victinms' needs; and

WHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Justice, through the Vision
21 initiative, calls for a renewed commtnment to serving all victins of
crinme in the 21st Century; and

WHEREAS, National Crinme Victins' Rights Wek, April 6-12, 2014,
provi des an opportunity to cel ebrate the energy, creativity, and commt-
ment that |aunched the victins' rights novenent, inspired its progress,
and continues to advance the cause of justice for crine victinms; and

WHEREAS, Respect and dignity are basic rights of all those who have
been victim zed by crine and those responsi ble nust be held accountable
for their actions; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious issue, and nore nust be done to increase activity at the
| ocal, State and national |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimApril 6-12, 2014, as
Crime Victins' Rights Wek in the State of New York, in conjunction with
t he observance of National Crine Victinms' Rights Wek; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



