LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comenorating the 2nd Annual Portugal Day Cel e-
brati on on June 10, 2013

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body, in keeping wth its
ti me-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those organi za-
tions which foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of cultura
di versity which strengthens the fabric of the communities of New York
State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmem
orate the 2nd Annual Portugal Day Cel ebration to be held on Mnday, June
10, 2013, at the Theodore Roosevelt Legislative and Executive Buil ding,
in Mneola, New York; and this year's keynote Speaker is H s Excellency
Nuno Brito, the Anbassador of Portugal to the United States; and

WHEREAS, This vyear's honorees being recogni zed for their outstanding
contributions and acconplishnments to their community include: Man of the
Year, The Honorable Paul Pereira; Young Man of the Year, Gabriel
Mar ques; Woman of the Year, Rosa Leal; Young Wwman of the Year, Jaime
Silva; and Young Wman of the Year, Stefanie Ribeiro; and Business
Persons of the Year are: Leroy Barroca, Rite-Way Carting & Denp; Manue
Carval ho, Bairrada Restaurant; Roy Carvalho, Carvalho's Restaurant;
Manuel CGones, Cafe Sport; Paula Rego/John Malheiro, Bakers of All
Nations; Al Oiveira, Menories; and Jack Silva, In The Mx; and Lifetine
Achi everrent Award reci pients include: Joao and Maria Caetano, The Rever-
end Tomaz CGomi de, Jack Maia, Antonio Martins, and Oacio Vaz; and
Henrique Mono wll receive the Friends of the Nassau County Portuguese
Awar d; and

WHEREAS, Every 10th day of June, the Portuguese celebrate their
national holiday known as Dia de Portugal in the native tongue; the rest
of the world recognizes this nonentous occasion as Portugal Day; and

WHEREAS, This date commenorates the death of Luis de Canpes, a signif-
icant figure in the history of Portugal; he is best known for his work
on Lusi adas, the national epic poemof Portugal which celebrates the
nation's successes and rich history; and

WHEREAS, Although this holiday is only celebrated officially in the
honel and, Portuguese citizens from other countries such as |India,
Brazil, Canada, and ot her European nations also cel ebrate Portugal Day;
and

WHEREAS, The Lusi adas is an epic poemthat depicts the achievenents of
the Portuguese in world explorations during the 16th Century; Portuga
played an inportant role in the discovery of the new world during this
century and their acconplishments have definitely put this European
country on the map; and

WHEREAS, In fact, |egendary voyager Ferdi nand Magellan hails fromthis
proud nation; Canpes' poem captures the essence of this golden era for
the Portuguese as it remains as one of the finest and nost relevant
wor ks in Portuguese literature; and

WHEREAS, A nonunent built in nmenory of Luis de Canpes stands proudly
in one of the busy streets of beautiful Lisbon, the country's capital
city; it imortalizes the character of Portugal's national poet and is
able to aptly represent the person that he was; and

WHEREAS, Luis de Canpbes was known to be an adventurer; anmong his many
escapades include surviving a shipweck in the region of Cochinchina
(now known as Vietnan), and losing an eye while in battle in Ceuta;
legend has it that in order to save the Lusiadas, Canpes had to keep it
afloat with one of his hands, while he wused his other arm to swm
through the unforgiving waters of the region's seas; and

WHEREAS, His patriotism and bravery are just a few of the qualities



Luis de Canpes had that nade the nation choose to cel ebrate Portugal Day
in his honor; and

WHEREAS, Portugal was conquered by Spain in the year 1580; it is quite
ironic that the nation lost its independence in the year that saw the
deat h of Canpes; three generations and 60 years of Spanish rule after,
Portugal regained its independence on Decenber 1, 1640; and

WHEREAS, Since then, the country's national day was established and
subsequently cel ebrated on June 10th; it is because of uncertainties on
Canoes' birth date that Portugal Day was established to commenorate the
hero's death; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 2nd Annual Portugal Day Cel ebration on June 10, 2013;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the aforenenti oned honorees.



