LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comrendi ng Marjorie Bayne Qui nones posthunously
upon the occasion of her designation for special recognition after nany
years of dedicated service to the Yoruba faith

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those within our mdst who have nmade signif-
icant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend
Marjorie Bayne Quinones posthunously upon the occasion of her desig-
nation for special recognition after nmany years of dedicated service to
the Yoruba faith; and

WHEREAS, Born in Harlemto George and Matilda WI kerson Bayne, Marj o-
rie Quinones net Jose Quinones in 1956 and they married five years
| ater; she and her husband had four children, David, twins, Karen and
Kat hl een, and Joseph; and

WHEREAS, Though she attended Catholic parochial schools nobst of her
life, Marjorie Quinones |later decided to begin a spiritual search for a
different faith; a good friend, Edward Janes, told her that he was
studying an African religion called Lucumi or Yoruba in 1958, and
invited her to a religious festival that was held in the Bronx; she
| earned that Lucum originated in the Southeastern region of Nigeria,
and the Nigerians who were enslaved and brought to Cuba continued to
practice the religion under the guise of Christianity, calling it Sante-
ria;, and

WHEREAS, Renenbering stories from her childhood that her materna
great-great-grandfather was a priest fromN geria, Marjorie Quinones did
some investigating and di scovered he was a Yoruba priest of Sango; in
1963 Marjorie was initiated by a Cuban priestess as a priest of Sango in
the Bronx, New York City, New York, and was given the nane Sango Gunmi ;
the year 2013 marks the 50th Anniversary of the Marjorie Bayne Qui nones'
initiation; and

WHEREAS, Becom ng the first African-Anerican to be initiated as a
Yoruba priest in the United States, Marjorie Quinones was the progenitor
of Ile Ase, the largest and ol dest African-Anmerican house in the coun-
try; she has been included in various books witten about the Yoruba
religion in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a hunmanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Marjorie Quinones |eaves behind a |egacy which wll 1ong
endure the passage of time and will renmain as a conforting nmenory to al
she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Marjorie Bayne Qui nones posthunously upon the occasion of her
designation for special recognition after nany years of dedicated
service to the Yoruba faith; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the famly of Marjorie Bayne Qui nones.



