LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON congratul ating Paralynmpian Ryan Chalners of
Churchvill e, New York, upon the occasion of conpleting his inspirationa
3,000 mle journey

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to extend its ful
recognition and grateful tribute to the athletes of New York State who
have dedi cated their purposeful lives to athletic achievenent and proud-
ly represented their great State and Nation in Paralynpic conpetition;
and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to join the Church-
ville, New York, conmmunity in honoring Ryan Chalners, a young man of
great skill, personal courage and unparallel ed dedi cation, whose charac-
ter and athletic achi evenents are worl d-renowned and personify the high-
est ideals of the American spirit; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
congratul ate Paralynpian Ryan Chalnmers of Churchville, New York, upon
the occasion of conpleting his inspirational 3,000 mle journey; and

WHEREAS, To cross the United States by car, foot or any other node of
transportation, you need a certain anmount of stam na, dedication and
daring; after 71 days on the road, Ryan Chalners conpleted a 3,000 mle
journey by wheel chair across the United States; and

WHEREAS, Ryan Chalners left fromLos Angeles, California, on April 6,
2013, and finished in Central Park in New York City on Saturday, June
15, 2013; his trek was to inspire others with disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Conpleting around 50 miles a day and accunul ating 14 fl at
tires, Ryan Chal mers, age 24, crossed 14 states on the coast-to-coast
epi ¢, before being welconmed to the finish by cheers; during the trip, he
found hinmself going 65 nph on a particularly steep downhill stretch of
road, which was one of the challenges that tested himto the limt; and

WHEREAS, Ryan Chal mers was born with spina bifida, which neans he does
not have conplete use of his |egs; he played basketball and parti ci pated
intrack and field as a child; and

WHEREAS, Ryan Chal mers focused on track as he aged, eventually repres-
enting the United States at the 2012 London Paral ynpics; he is a true
asset to society; and

WHEREAS, A role nodel for all, Ryan Chalners is a tal ented, dedicated
at hl ete who has brought honor to his famly, his coaches, and his comu-
nity of friends who have encouraged his progress and conmended his hard
wor k; and

WHEREAS, A gifted athlete, Ryan Chal ners's character and achi evenents
stand as a sterling exanple and inspiration to all who would aspire to
such extraordi nary success; and

WHEREAS, Many wi Il only dream of conpleting this arduous cross country
task; this young gifted athlete from the great State of New York,
through his hard work and tenacious spirit, has nade that vision a real-
ity, and has proudly represented his country in conpetition anong the
world's finest athletes, an honor that gives just cause for his famly,
community and State to be exceedingly proud of his achievenents; now,
therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Paral ynpi an Ryan Chal ners of Churchville, New York, upon
the occasion of conpleting his inspirational 3,000 mle journey; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Ryan Chal nmers.



