LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honori ng Chen Guangcheng upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of the Chanpion of Free Speech Award by the
Visual Artists Guild and Confucius Plaza

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those within our m dst who have nade signif-
icant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Chen
Guangcheng upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of the
Chanpi on of Free Speech Award by the Visual Artists Guild and Confucius
Pl aza on Saturday, June 1, 2013; and

WHEREAS, This fine event will take place at the New York Annual Ti an-
anmen Commrenoration Award Cerenony at the Chatham Square Restaurant in
Chi nat own, New York City; and

WHEREAS, In 2007, Chen Guangcheng was naned one of the Tine 100,
TIME S annual list of "100 nen and wonmen whose power, talent or nora
exanple is transformng our world"; the citation stated, "He nay have
| ost his sight as a child, but Chen Guangcheng's | egal vision has hel ped
illumnate the plight of thousands of Chinese villagers"; and

WHEREAS, |n 2008, Chen Guangcheng was part of the Visual Artists
Quild's eight Prisoners of Conscience; rallies and conferences were held
to highlight his case and demand justice, and actor Christian Bale
acconmpanied a CNN crew i nto Chen Guangcheng's hometown to visit him
during his house arrest and was beaten; and

WHEREAS, Christian Bale has referred to Chen Guangcheng as a "gi ant
anong nmen"; in April 2012, he escaped fromhis hone and sought refuge
from the US State Departnent; Chen Guangcheng was able to | eave China
with his wife and two children, and since May 19, 2013, he has resided
in New York as a visiting scholar; and

WHEREAS, Chen Guangcheng is the recipient of the Human Rights First's
Award, the Tom Lantos Human Rights Prize, and the China A d Religious
Freedom and Rule of Law Defenders Award; he won the Ranon Magsaysay
Award while still in detention; he has received Honorary Menbership at
the New York Gty Bar Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when individ-
ual s of such noble ainms and acconplishnents are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be celebrated and recognized by all the citizens of
this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Chen Guangcheng upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of the Chanpion of Free Speech Award by the Visual Artists @iild and
Confucius Plaza; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Chen Guangcheng.



