LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON rmourning the death of paranmount novelist Chinua
Achebe, founder and pioneer of African literature

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to pay tribute to the
lives of those esteened individuals of international renown who distin-
gui shed thensel ves through their life's work; and

WHEREAS, Forenost novelist, Professor Chinua Achebe, died on Thursday,
March 21, 2013, at the age of 82; and

WHEREAS, Born Al bert Chi nual unogu Achebe, on Novenber 16, 1930, Chinua
Achebe was a Ni gerian novelist, poet, professor, and critic; he was best
known for his 1958 novel, THI NGS FALL APART, selling over 12 mllion
copies around the world, and having been translated into 50 | anguages,
maki ng hi mthe nost paraphrased African witer of all time; and

WHEREAS, Rai sed by his parents in the Igbo town of Ogidi in southeast-
ern Nigeria, Chinua Achebe excelled academ cally and earned a schol ar-
ship for undergraduate studies; he becanme fascinated with world reli-
gions and traditional African cultures, and began witing stories as a
col | ege student; and

WHEREAS, After graduation, Chinua Achebe worked for the N gerian
Br oadcasting Service (NBS) and soon noved to the nmetropolis of Lagos; he
gai ned worl dwi de attention for THI NGS FALL APART; his later novels
include: NO LONGER AT EASE (1960), ARROW OF GOD (1964), A MAN OF THE
PEOPLE (1966), and ANTHI LLS OF THE SAVANNAH (1987); and

WHEREAS, When the region of Biafra broke away from N geria in 1967,
Chi nua Achebe becane a supporter of Biafran i ndependence and acted as
anbassador for the people of the new nation; the war ravaged the popu-
| ace, and as starvation and violence took its toll, he appealed to the
peopl e of Europe and the Americas for assistance; and

WHEREAS, When the Nigerian governnment retook the region in 1970, Chin-
ua Achebe involved hinmself in political parties, but soon resigned due
to frustration over the <corruption and elitismhe w tnessed, thereby
deciding to devote hinself to academ a; he lived in the United States
for several years in the 1970s, and returned there in 1990 after a car
accident left himpartially disabled; and

WHEREAS, Chi nua Achebe's novels focus on the traditions of |Igbo socie-
ty, the effect of Christian influences, and the clash of Wstern and
traditional African values during and after the colonial era; his style
relies heavily on the Igbo oral tradition, and conbi nes straightforward
narration wth representations of folk stories, proverbs, and oratory;
he al so published a nunber of short stories, children's books, and essay
col l ecti ons; and

WHEREAS, A David and Marianna Fisher University Professor and Profes-
sor of Africana Studies at Brown University, Chinua Achebe worked up
until the time of his death; and

WHEREAS, New York's Bard College, wth a distinguished history of
supporting Chinua Achebe's work and | egacy, will continue to be a prina-
ry home for his projects; and

WHEREAS, Professor Achebe's global significance lies not only in his
talent and recognition as a witer, but also as a critical thinker and
essayi st who has witten extensively on questions of the role of culture
in Africa along with the social and political significance of aesthetics
and anal ysis of the postcolonial state in Africa; and

WHEREAS, Chi nua Achebe di stingui shed hinmself in his profession and by
his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the welfare of
his community; and

WHEREAS, Chinua Achebe's commitnent to excellence, and his spirit of
humanity, carried over into all fields of enterprise, including charita-
bl e and civic endeavors; and



WHEREAS, Chinua Achebe is survived by his wife, Christie, their chil-
dren, Chinelo, |kechukwu, Chidi, and Nwando as well as his grandchil -
dren, Chochi, Chino, Chidera, CJ. (Chinua Jr.), Nnandi and Zeal; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a hunmanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Chi nua Achebe | eaves behind a | egacy which will long endure
the passage of time and will remain as a conforting nmenory to all he
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of paranmount novelist Chinua Achebe, founder and pioneer
of African literature; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the fam |y of Chinua Achebe.



