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Introduced by M of A BENEDETTO GOITFRI ED, SI MOTAS, MOSLEY, CLARK --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A CAMARA, KEARNS, RIVERA -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Health -- passed by Assenbly and deliv-
ered to the Senate, recalled fromthe Senate, vote reconsidered, bil
anmended, ordered reprinted, retaining its place on the order of third
r eadi ng

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to including concus-
sions within the New York state traumatic brain injury program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 2741 of the public health | aw, as added by chapter
196 of the laws of 1994, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 2741. Definitions. As used in this article[, the term"traumatic]:

1. "TRAUMATIC brain injury" means an acquired injury to the brain
caused by an external physical force resulting in total or partial disa-
bility or inpairnent and shall include but not be limted to damage to
the central nervous system from anoxi c/ hypoxi c epi sodes or danage to the
central nervous systemfromallergic conditions, toxic substances and
ot her acute medical/clinical incidents. Such termshall include, but not
be limted to, open and closed brain injuries that may result in mld,
noderate or severe inpairnents in one or nore areas, including cogni-
tion, |language, nenory, attention, reasoning, abstract thinking, judg-
nment, problemsolving, sensory perceptual and notor abilities, psycho-
soci al behavior, physical functions, information processing and speech.
Such termshall not include progressive denentias and other nentally
inmpairing conditions, depression and psychiatric disorders in which
there is no known or obvious central nervous system danage, neurol ogi-
cal, nmetabolic and other nedical conditions of chronic, congenital or
degenerative nature or brain injuries induced by birth trauma.

2. "CONCUSSI ON' MEANS A M LD TRAUVATIC I NJURY TO THE BRAIN THAT IS
CHARACTERI ZED BY | MVEDI ATE AND TRANSI ENT ALTERATI ON OF MENTAL STATUS AND
LEVEL OF CONSCI QUSNESS, RESULTI NG FROM MECHANI CAL FORCE OR TRAUMA.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Subdivisions 3, 5 and 7 of section 2742 of the public health |aw,
as added by chapter 196 of the |aws of 1994, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

3. to develop and nmintain a clearinghouse of information on traumatic
brain injuries AND CONCUSSI ONS, including but not |limted to, resources
that support the developnent and inplenentation of conmunity-based
services and rehabilitation;

5. to develop innovative educational programs on the causes and
prevention of traumatic brain injuries AND CONCUSSI ONS, with an enphasis
on outreach canpaigns. Such progranms and i nformation shall include, but
not be limted to, treatnment and services for persons wth traumatic
brain injury AND/ OR A CONCUSSI ON and their famlies;

7. to gather and dissem nate statistics and conduct investigations and
research relating to the causes and prevention of traumatic brain inju-
ries AND CONCUSSI ONS and the treatnment of such injuries, including the
nmet hods and procedures for rehabilitation, including fromtinme to tine,
such publications for distribution to appropriate scientific organiza-
tions;

S 3. Section 2744 of the public health |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. (A) WTH N THE TRAUNMATI C BRAI N | NJURY SERVI CES COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L
THERE SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED A CONCUSSI ON MANAGEMENT ADVI SORY COW TTEE
VWH CH SHALL DEVELOP RECOMVENDATI ONS SPECI FI C TO CONCUSSI ON MANAGEMENT,
ACADEM C SCHOLARSHI P, AND PUBLI C AWARENESS FOR SUBM SSION TO THE TRAU-
MATI C BRAIN I NJURY SERVI CES COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L FOR CONSI DERATI ON. THE
COW TTEE SHALL CONSI ST OF MEMBERS APPO NTED FROM THE MEMBERSH P OF THE
TRAUVATI C  BRAIN | NJURY SERVI CES COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L BY A MAJORI TY VOTE
OF THE COUNCI L. ADDI TI ONAL COVWM TTEE MEMBERS MAY BE APPO NTED BY THE
COW SSI ONER AND SHALL HAVE DEMONSTRATED EXPERI ENCE W TH OR EXPERTI SE I N
ONE OF THE FOLLOWNG AREAS: PUBLIC HEALTH EXPERTI SE RELATED TO M LD
TRAUVATI C BRAI N | NJURI ES AND CONCUSSI ONS, ACADEM C RESEARCH I N THE AREA
OF TRAUNMATI C BRAI N | NJURI ES AND CONCUSSI ON MANAGEMENT, AND PUBLI C AWARE-
NESS EXPERI ENCE RELATED TO THE RECOGNI TI ON OF M LD TRAUMATI C BRAI N | NJU-
RIES AND CONCUSSIONS. COW TTEE MEMBERSH P SHALL NOT EXCEED TWELVE
MEMBERS. THE COVM TTEE MAY CONSULT WTH A MEMBER OR MEMBERS OF THE
PUBLIC WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED EXPERTI SE AND | NTEREST I N M LD TRAUMATI C
BRAI' N | NJURI ES AND CONCUSSI ONS.

(B) THE RECOMVENDATI ONS OF THE ADVI SORY COWM TTEE SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT
NOT BE LIM TED TO

(1) METHODS TO RAI SE PUBLI C AWARENESS OF M LD TRAUVATI C BRAI N | NJURI ES
AND CONCUSSI ONS;

(I'l) THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUTREACH SERVICES TO PROVI DE COORDI NATED
| NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG THE RECOGNI TI ON AND MANAGEMENT OF M LD TRAUMATIC
BRAI N | NJURI ES AND CONCUSSI ONS; AND

(I'11) THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CLEARI NGHOUSE OF ACADEM C RESEARCH AND
SCI ENTI FI C FI NDI NGS RELATED TO THE RECOGNI TI ON, MANAGEMENT, AND TREAT-
MENT OF M LD TRAUMATI C | NJURI ES AND CONCUSSI ONS.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



