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Introduced by M of A KELLNER, WEI SENBERG DI NON TZ, BARRON, M LLMAN
HOOPER, WEPRIN -- Muilti-Sponsored by -- M of A FARRELL, G.ICK, GOTT-
FRIED -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Cities -- comit-
tee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recom
mtted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to providing for
i nproved access to taxicabs for persons with disabilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 181 of the general municipal law, as anended by
chapter 579 of the laws of 1993, subdivision 1 as separately anended by
chapters 382 and 385 of the laws of 2012, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 181. Ordinances to regul ate taxicabs and |inousines. 1. The nunici-
pal officers and boards in the several cities, towns and villages of
this state now having the authority to enact ordi nances, nay adopt ordi -
nances regul ating:

[1.] (A The registration and |icensing of taxicabs and may limt the
nunber of taxicabs to be licensed and the county of Wstchester my
adopt ordinances regulating the registration and |icensing of taxicabs
and linmousines and may limt the nunber to be licensed; the county of
Nassau mmy adopt ordi nances regul ating the registration of taxicabs and
I i rousi nes; and the county of Suffolk may adopt ordinances regulating

the registration of taxicabs, Iinousines, and |ivery vehicles; and the
county of Rockland may adopt |ocal laws or ordinances regulating the
registration and |icensing of taxicabs, |inmousines, and |livery vehicles

and may limt the nunber to be |icensed.

[2.] (B) Parking and passenger pick-up and discharge by taxicabs,
limousines and livery vehicles. Establishnment of such ordi nances and
regul ati ons regul ati ng parki ng and passenger pick-up and di scharges my
be based upon reconmendati ons from nunici pal planning officials or other

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD01883- 04- 3



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A 959--A 2

public entities and my address and take into consideration such
factors, including, but not limted to, geographic areas, vehicle type,
limting the nunber of parked vehicles and activities undertaken while
par ked, and periods of idling.

2. THE MUNI Cl PAL OFFI CERS AND BOARDS | N ANY CI TY HAVI NG A POPULATI ON
OF MORE THAN ONE M LLI ON SHALL NO LATER THAN APRI L THI RTI ETH, TWDO THOU
SAND FI FTEEN ADOPT ORDI NANCES PROVI DI NG

(A) THAT "ACCESSI BLE TAXI CAB" SHALL MEAN ANY VEHI CLE THAT

(1) I'S EQU PPED WTH A LIFT, RAMP, OR ANY OTHER DEVI CE, ARRANGEMENT OR
ALTERATION, SO IT | S CAPABLE OF TRANSPORTI NG PERSONS W TH PHYSI CAL DI SA-
BILITIES, |INCLUDING THOSE WHO USE WHEELCHAI RS, SCOOTERS AND SI M LAR
DEVI CES WHI LE THEY REMAI N SEATED | N THEI R WHEELCHAI RS, SCOOTERS OR SI M -
LAR DEVI CES;

(2) COWPLIES WTH THE SPECI FI CATI ONS SET FORTH | N REGULATI ONS PROMUL-
GATED UNDER THE AMERICANS WTH DI SABILITIES ACT AND CODI FI ED AT 49
C.F. R SECTIONS 38.23, 38.25 AND 38.31, AS AMENDED, VWHETHER OR NOT THCSE
REGULATI ONS WOULD APPLY UNDER FEDERAL LAW

(3) I'S EQUI PPED W TH AN ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM FOR PERSONS W TH
HEARI NG | MPAI RVENT THAT |I'S CONNECTED W TH ANY | NTERCOM VI DEO OR AUDI O
SYSTEM VHEN SUCH A SYSTEM | S | NSTALLED,

(4) ASSURES THAT THE TECHNOLOGY UTI LI ZED BY TAXI CABS |'S COVPLI ANT W TH
THE STANDARDS PROMULGATED BY THE COW SSIONER OF  TRANSPORTATI ON;
PROVI DED THAT A LOCAL AUTHORI TY W TH OVERSI GHT OVER TAXI CABS, LI MOUSI NES
AND LI VERY VEH CLES MAY CONDUCT PI LOT PROGRAMS TESTI NG NEW SYSTEMS;

(5 IS EQUI PPED W TH STANDARDI ZED SI GNS PRI NTED I N: (A) BRAILLE;, AND
(B) LARGE- PRI NT TEXT SO THAT SUCH SI GNS ARE VI SI BLE TO PERSONS WTH LOW
VI SI ON,;

(6) PROVIDES SUFFIClIENT FLOOR SPACE TO ACCOVMODATE A SERVI CE ANI MVAL;
AND

(7) I|'F PONERED BY A HYBRI D- ELECTRI C POAER PLANT, |S EQU PPED W TH AN
APPROPRI ATE DEVI CE TO ENABLE PERSONS WHO ARE BLIND TO HEAR THE APPROACH
OF THE VEHI CLE AS READI LY AS THEY CAN HEAR A CONVENTI ONAL GASCOLI NE- POV
ERED TAXI CAB.

(B) THAT NO OWER OF A TAXI CAB SHALL PLACE ANY TAXI CAB | NTO SERVI CE
SUBSEQUENT TO OCTOBER FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND SI XTEEN WHI CH TAXICAB |S NOT
AN ACCESSI BLE TAXI CAB.

3. FOR PURPOSES OF THI' S SECTI ON, THE TERM " ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM'
SHAL L MEAN S| TUATI ONAL- PERSONAL  ACOUSTI C  COVMUNI CATI ON  EQUI PMENT
DESI GNED TO | MPROVE THE TRANSM SSI ON AND AUDI TORY RECEPTION OF SOUND.
SUCH SYSTEM SHALL |INCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO THE USE OF STANDARD
AVPLI TUDE MODULATI ON (AM, FREQUENCY MODULATION (FM, AUDH O | NDUCTI ON
LOOP, | NFRARED LI GHT SOUND, OR HARD W RE SYSTEMS.

S 2. (a) Accessible taxicab |license issuance. The city of New York
may, by local law, authorize the New York city taxi and I|inousine
comm ssion (TLC) or its successor agency to issue up to two thousand
taxicab licenses in addition to those al ready issued, provided, however,
that such taxicab licenses shall be restricted to vehicles designated
for the purpose of transporting persons in wheelchairs or containing a
physi cal device or alteration designed to permt access to and enable
the transportation of persons in wheelchairs in accordance with the
Anericans with Disabilities Act, provided further that such additional
| icenses shall be issued by public sale and shall be fully transferable.

(b) The TLC shall prescribe by regulation the procedures for the issu-
ance and public sale of such additional |icenses, by public auction,
seal ed bids or other conpetitive process. For the purposes of this
subdi vision, the term "wheelchair accessible taxicab" shall refer to a
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vehicle that conplies with federal regulations pronulgated pursuant to
the Anericans wth Disabilities Act applicable to taxicabs under twen-

ty-two feet in length, by the federal Departnent of Transportation, in
Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, parts 37 and 38, and by the
federal Architecture and Transportation Barriers Conpliance Board, in

Code of Federal Regulations, title 36, section 1192.23, and the Federa
Mot or Vehicle Safety Standards, Code of Federal Regulations, title 29,
part 57.

(c) Fromthe sale of such additional 2,000 wheel chair accessible taxi-
cab |icenses pursuant to subdivision (a) of this section, the TLC shal
set aside up to $100, 000,000, but not less than $75,000,000, for the
nodi fication and upkeep of all nedallion taxicabs and to offset any
addi ti onal costs of nedallion owers. The TLC shall determ ne the subsi -
dy based on the type of nedallion issued.

S 3. The conmm ssioner of transportation shall pronmulgate any rules,
regul ati ons and standards necessary to give effect of the provisions of
this act, including, but not limted to rules, regulations and standards
concerning the standardi zati on of assistive |listening technology avail-
abl e in taxicabs and the content of signs available in taxicabs to visu-
ally inpaired persons.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



