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STATE OF NEW YORK

9185
I N ASSEMBLY
March 26, 2014

Introduced by M of A GOODELL -- read once and referred to the Commit -
tee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to requiring
participation in educational prograns |eading to a high school diplom
or hi gh school equival ency di ploma for those seeking public assistance

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Purpose. The | egislature hereby finds that obtaining a
hi gh school diploma or a high school equival ency diplom is often essen-
tial for successful private sector enploynment and personal financia
i ndependence, sel f-sufficiency, and success. |Indeed, mnany occupations
require a high school diploma or high school equival ency diplom as a
precondition for enploynment. Individuals wi thout a high school diploma
or high school equivalency diplona are often relegated to | ow paying
j obs, and suffer much hi gher unenploynent rates than those with a high
school diploma or high school equivalency diploma. It is therefore in
the public interest to require individuals who are capabl e of obtaining
a high school diplom or high school equival ency diplom to be engaged
in good faith efforts to obtain that objective.

S 2. Section 131 of the social services |law is anmended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 21 to read as foll ows:

21. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SIONS OF THI' S CHAPTER OR OTHER LAW TO THE
CONTRARY, NO PUBLI C ASSI STANCE SHALL BE d VEN TO OR FOR ANY PERSON OVER
FIVE YEARS OF AGE OR UNDER THI RTY- FI VE YEARS OF ACE VWHO DOES NOT HAVE A
H GH SCHOCL DI PLOVA OR A HI GH SCHOOL EQUI VALENCY DI PLOVA OR IS NOT DULY
ENROLLED AND PARTI Cl PATI NG I N GOOD FAI TH TOMRD THE ATTAI NVENT OF A HI GH
SCHOOL DI PLOVA OR A HI GH SCHOOL EQUI VALENCY DI PLOVA, UNLESS SUCH PERSON
HAS BEEN DETERM NED BY A MEDI CAL, PSYCH ATRIC, OR OTHER APPROPRI ATE
PROFESSI ONAL TO LACK THE REQUI SITE CAPACI TY TO COWLETE SUCCESSFULLY
SUCH A COURSE OF STUDY OR THE LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT DETERM NES
THAT SUCH A COURSE OF STUDY |S NOT PRACTI CAL OR COST- EFFECTI VE BASED ON
THE PERSON' S EMPLOYMENT BACKGROUND OR EXPERI ENCE, JOB  TRAI NI NG
POSSESSI ON OF A CAREER DEVELOPMENT OCCUPATI ONAL STUDI ES CREDENTI AL, WORK

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SKILLS, HEALTH, DI SABILITY, THE LACK OF AVAI LABLE EDUCATI ONAL PROGRANMS,
OR OTHER FACTORS

S 3. The conmissioner of the office of tenporary and disability
assi stance shall have the authority to pronulgate or anend any regu-
| ati ons necessary for the inplenentation of this act.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



