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STATE OF NEW YORK

8985
I N ASSEMBLY
March 6, 2014

Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on El ection Law

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi ng an anmendnment to article 2 of the constitution, in relation to
the establishnent of an open primary systemfor all state and congres-
sional el ections

Section 1. Resolved (if the Senate concur), That article 2 of the
constitution be anmended by adding a new section 10 to read as foll ows:

S 10. (A) A VOTER NOM NATI ON PRI MARY ELECTI ON SHALL BE CONDUCTED TO
SELECT THE CANDI DATES FOR CONGRESSI ONAL AND STATE ELECTI VE OFFI CES. ALL
VOTERS MAY VOTE AT A VOTER- NOM NATED PRI MARY ELECTI ON FOR ANY CANDI DATE
FOR CONGRESSI ONAL AND STATE ELECTI VE OFFI CE W THOUT REGARD TO THE POLI -
TI CAL PARTY PREFERENCE DI SCLOSED BY THE CANDI DATE OR THE VOTER, PROVI DED
THAT THE VOTER | S OTHERW SE QUALI FI ED TO VOTE FOR CANDI DATES FOR THE
OFFI CE | N QUESTI ON. THE CANDI DATES WHO ARE THE TOP TWD VOTE- GETTERS AT A
VOTER- NOM NATED PRI MARY ELECTI ON FOR A CONGRESSI ONAL OR STATE ELECTI VE
OFFI CE SHALL, REGARDLESS OF PARTY PREFERENCE, COWETE IN THE ENSU NG
GENERAL ELECTI ON.

(B) THE LEGQ SLATURE SHALL PROVI DE THAT CANDI DATES FOR SUCH CONGRES-
S| ONAL AND STATE OFFI CES SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT FOR VOTER- NOM -
NATED PRI MARY ELECTI ON BY PETI TION I N THE MANNER PROVI DED BY STATUTE. A
CANDI DATE FOR A CONGRESSI ONAL OR STATE ELECTIVE OFFICE MAY HAVE H' S OR
HER PCLI TI CAL PARTY PREFERENCE, OR LACK OF POLI TI CAL PARTY PREFERENCE,
| NDI CATED UPON THE BALLOT FOR THE OFFI CE I N THE MANNER PROVI DED BY STAT-
UTE. A POLI TI CAL PARTY OR PARTY COW TTEE SHALL NOT NOM NATE A CANDI DATE
FOR ANY CONGRESSI ONAL OR STATE ELECTIVE OFFICE AT THE VOTER- NOM NATED
PRIMARY. TH'S SUBDI VISION SHALL NOT BE | NTERPRETED TO PROH BI T A PQOLI -
TI CAL PARTY OF PARTY COW TTEE FROM ENDORSI NG, SUPPORTI NG, OR OPPCSI NG
ANY CANDI DATE FOR A CONGRESSI ONAL OR STATE ELECTIVE OFFICE. A POLI TI CAL
PARTY OR PARTY COW TTEE SHALL NOT HAVE THE RI GHT TO HAVE | TS PREFERRED
CANDI DATE PARTI ClI PATE I N THE GENERAL ELECTION FOR A VOTER- NOM NATED
OFFI CE OTHER THAN A CANDI DATE WHO I S ONE OF THE TWO HI GHEST VOTE- GETTERS
AT THE PRI MARY ELECTI ON, AS PROVIDED I N SUBDI VI SI ON (A).

(©) THE LEG SLATURE SHALL PROVI DE FOR PARTI SAN ELECTI ONS FOR PRESI DEN-
TI AL CANDI DATES, AND PCLI TI CAL PARTY AND PARTY COWM TTEES, | NCLUDI NG AN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OPEN PRESI DENTI AL PRI MARY WHEREBY THE CANDI DATES FOR THE OFFI CE OF PRES-
| DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES, ARE PLACED ON THE BALLOT BY PETITION  ALL
VOTERS MAY VOTE AT THE PRI MARY ELECTI ON FOR ANY PRESI DENTI AL CANDI DATE
W THOUT REGARD TO THE POLI TI CAL PARTY PREFERENCE DI SCLOSED BY THE VOTER
PROVI DED THAT THE VOTER | S OTHERW SE QUALI FI ED TO VOTE FOR THE OFFI CE OF
PRESI DENT.

S 2. Resolved (if the Senate concur), That the foregoing anendnents be
referred to the first regular |egislative session convening after the
next succeedi ng general election of nenbers of the assenbly, and, in
conformty wth section 1 of article 19 of the constitution, be
publ i shed for 3 nonths previous to the time of such el ection.



