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STATE OF NEW YORK

8845-- A
I N ASSEMBLY
February 20, 2014

Introduced by M of A NOLAN, RUSSELL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Education -- reported and referred to the Commttee on
Ways and Means -- conmittee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anmended and reconmtted to said comrttee

AN ACT to direct the conmm ssioner of education to establish an online
| earning advisory commttee to make recomendati ons on establishing a
statew de online and bl ended | earning program and providing for the
repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. 1. The conmm ssioner of education shall establish a tenpo-
rary online |learning advisory council which shall devel op recomenda-
tions relating to a statewi de online and bl ended | earni ng network. Such
advi sory council shall be conposed of 11 nenbers of whomtwo nenbers
shal | be appointed upon the reconmendati on of the governor, two nenbers
shal | be appoi nted upon the reconmendati on of the tenporary president of
the senate, two nenbers shall be appointed upon the reconmendati on of
t he speaker of the assenbly and the remai ni ng nenbers shall be certified
teachers, principals and superintendents fromrural, urban and suburban
school districts appointed by the conm ssioner of education. The conm s-
sioner shall appoint a chair of the advisory council. The nenbers of the
advisory council shall represent the diversity of school environments
t hroughout the state and have denonstrated experience with expertise in
one or nore of the follow ng areas: devel opnent, progranmm ng and use of
onl i ne technol ogy and bl ended | earning for education in public schools,
delivery of online education in rural comrunities, regional educationa
services, teaching with online and bl ended | earning program and insti-
tutions of higher learning that train teachers about online and bl ended
educati onal instruction.

2. The recommendati ons of the advisory council shall include, but not
be limted to:

(a) gquidance for wuse of a statewide online and bl ended | earning
net wor k;
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(b) best practices and nodel school district policies from throughout
the state and nation that wmy be considered by school districts in
i npl enentation of an online and blended |earning program including
br oadband access;

(c) acadenmic programmi ng suited for online and bl ended | earni ng;

(d) partnerships with institutions of higher education and other rele-
vant stakeholders for workforce opportunities using online and bl ended
| earni ng; and

(e) a review of teaching and professional devel opnent policies and
practices.

S 2. The nmenbers of the advisory council shall receive no conpensation
for their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this
act, provided that the advisory council shall be authorized to conduct
neetings in a manner that mnimzes travel and costs as determ ned by
t he commi ssi oner of education.

S 3. The advisory conmttee shall subnmit a final report of its recom
nmendati ons to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the
speaker of the assenbly and the chairs of the education comrittees in
the assenbly and senate on or before Cctober 1, 2015.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed COct ober 1, 2015.



