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STATE OF NEW YORK

8654
I N ASSEMBLY
January 30, 2014

Introduced by M of A CRESPO RAMOS, MOYA, SEPULVEDA -- read once and
referred to the Commttee on | nsurance

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to the creation of the
di sast er preparedness homeowner's di scount program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive |law is amended by adding a new section 29-k
to read as foll ows:

S 29- K. DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS HOVEOMNNER S DI SCOUNT PROGRAM 1. STATE-
MENT OF PURPOSE. THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON ARE TO PROVI DE HOVEOMNERS
W TH A COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON ON HOW TO MAKE THEI R HOVE MORE RESI LI ENT TO
NATURAL DI SASTER AND TO RAI SE DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS AWARENESS THROUGH
THE | MPLEMENTATION OF A HOVEOMER DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS EDUCATI ON
PROGRAM ( HDPEP) . THESE PURPOSES WLL BE ACCOWPLI SHED BY ESTABLI SH NG
STRICT CRITERIA FOR | NI TI AL AND CONTI NUAL COURSE SPONSORSHI P APPROVAL.

2. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPOCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS
SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG DEFI NI Tl ONS:

A. "Dl SASTER' MEANS THE OCCURRENCE OR | MM NENT THREAT OF WDE SPREAD
OR SEVERE DAMAGE, | NJURY, OR LOSS OF LIFE OR PROPERTY RESULTI NG FROM ANY
NATURAL OR MAN- MADE CAUSES, | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO, FIRE, FLOOD,
EARTHQUAKE, HURRI CANE, TORNADO, HI GH WATER, LANDSLIDE, MJDSLIDE, W ND,
STORM WAVE ACTION, VOLCANIC ACTIVITY, EPIDEMC, Al R CONTAM NATI ON,
TERRORI SM CYBER EVENT, BLI GHT, DROUGHT, | NFESTATI ON, EXPLOSI ON, RADI O
LOG CAL ACCI DENT, NUCLEAR, CHEM CAL, BIO.OG CAL, OR BACTERI OLOd CAL
RELEASE, WATER CONTAM NATI ON, BRI DGE FAI LURE OR BRI DGE COLLAPSE.

B. "COW SSI ON' MEANS THE DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS COW SSI ON CREATED
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWENTY-ONE OF THI S ARTI CLE.

C. "SPONSORI NG AGENCY" SHALL MEAN AN ORGANI ZATI ON WHI CH OMNS A HOME-
OMER DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS COURSE APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ON.

D. "DELI VERY AGENCY" SHALL MEAN AN ORGANI ZATI ON WHI CH CONDUCTS A SPON-
SORI NG AGENCY' S APPROVED HOVEOWNER DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS COURSE.

E. "INSTRUCTOR' SHALL MEAN AN | NDI VI DUAL EMPLOYED BY A DELI VERY AGENCY
TO TEACH AN APPROVED HOVEOWNER DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS COURSE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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F. "Dl SASTER PREPAREDNESS COURSE" OR "COURSE" SHALL MEAN THE HOVEOWNER
DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS COURSE CURRI CULUM OR SPECI ALI ZED COURSE CURRI CULUM
VWH CH HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ON.

G "COWPLETION CERTI FI CATE" SHALL MEAN A DOCUMENT VWH CH CANNOT BE
ALTERED AND VHI CH | S PROVI DED TO THE STUDENT WHO SUCCESSFULLY COWMPLETES
THE HOVEOMNNER DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS COURSE.

3. DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROGRAM THE COWM SSI ON, | N COOPERATI ON W TH THE
NEW YORK STATE DI VISION OF HOVELAND SECURI TY AND EMERGENCY SERVI CES,
WLL DEVELOP THE HOVEOMNER DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS EDUCATI ON  PROGRAM AND
WLL I NSTI TUTE STRICT CRITERIA FOR I NI TI AL AND CONTI NUAL COURSE SPONSOR-
SHI P APPROVAL.

4. APPROVAL BY THE COWM SSI ON. A, THE COWM SSI ON MUST APPROVE A HOME-
OMER DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS COURSE BEFORE ANY PERSON ATTENDI NG AND
SUCCESSFULLY COVPLETI NG SUCH COURSE MAY QUALI FY TO RECElI VE MANDATORY
I NSURANCE REDUCTI ON BENEFI TS. THE COWMM SSI ON SHALL BASE THE DECI SION TO
APPROVE A COURSE UPON THE REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH IN THI S SECTI ON AND ANY
ADDI TI ONAL REQUI REMENTS AS THE COWM SSI ON DEEMS NECESSARY.

B. SUCH | NSURANCE REDUCTI ON BENEFI TS SHALL BE DEVELOPED BY THE NEW
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF FI NANCI AL SERVI CES, | N COOPERATI ON W TH PROPER-
TY AND CASUALTY | NSURANCE FI RMS. THE LEVEL OF REDUCTI ON BENEFI TS SHALL,
AT A MNIMUM BE NOT LESS THAN TEN PERCENT OF THE PREM UM ON A HOVEOWWN\-
ER S | NSURANCE PQLI CY.

5. APPLI CATI ON FOR APPROVAL. A. AN AGENCY OR ORGAN ZATI ON SEEKI NG
APPROVAL AS A HOVEOMER DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS COURSE SPONSCORI NG AGENCY
SHALL APPLY TO THE COW SSI ON FOR APPROVAL. SUCH APPLI CATI ONS SHALL BE
MADE I N WRITI NG AND ON FORMS PRESCRI BED BY THE COWMM SSI ON. THE APPLI CA-
TION SHALL | NCLUDE AT A MNIMUM THE TI TLE OR NAME OF THE COURSE, THE
NAVE OF THE ORGANI ZATION SUBM TTI NG THE APPLI CATI ON, PROOF OF COURSE
OMERSHI P, AND THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ALL OWMERS, OFFICERS, AND
DI RECTORS OF THE AGENCY OR ORGANI ZATI ON, AND SUCH OTHER | NFORMATI ON OR
MATERI AL AS THE COW SSI ON MAY PRESCRI BE. AN APPL| CATION SHALL NOT BE
CONS| DERED TO BE COVPLETE UNTI L ALL | NFORVATI ON AND MATERI AL REQUI RED BY
THE COW SSI ON HAS BEEN SUBM TTED.

B. THE COW SSION SHALL ElITHER APPROVE OR DENY AN APPLI CATI ON FOR
COURSE APPROVAL NO LATER THAN NI NETY DAYS FOLLONNG SUBM SSION OF A
COVPLETED APPLI CATION. IN THE EVENT THE COWMM SSI ON TAKES NO ACTI ON ON AN
APPLI CATI ON AFTER NI NETY DAYS FOLLOW NG SUBM SSI ON OF A COVPLETED APPLI -
CATI ON, THE APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE DEEMED DEN ED.

C THE COM SSION |S AUTHORI ZED TO SUSPEND OR REVOKE APPROVAL OF A
SPONSORI NG AGENCY SHOULD THE COWMM SSI ON FI ND THAT THE SPONSCORI NG AGENCY,
I TS DELI VERY AGENCY OR I TS |INSTRUCTORS HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE IN
VI OLATI ON OF ANY APPLI CABLE LAWS OR REGULATI ONS.

6. REGULATIONS. THE COWMM SSI ON SHALL PROMJULGATE SUCH RULES AND REGU-
LATI ONS AS ARE NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE PROVI SIONS OF TH' S SECTI ON.
IN ADDI TION TO ANY REQUI REMENTS EXPRESSLY AUTHORI ZED BY THI S SECTI ON,
SUCH REGULATI ONS NMAY | NCLUDE BUT NOT' BE LIMTED TO REQU REMENTS AND
STANDARDS W TH RESPECT TGO DELI VERY AGENCI ES AND | NSTRUCTORS; CLASSROOM
FACI LI TI ES; SUSPENSI ON OR REVOCATI ON OF APPROVAL; APPEAL OF SUSPENS| ON
OR REVOCATI ON; COURSE ADM NI STRATI ON AND ADVERTI SI NG AND MONI TORI NG OF
COURSES AND | NSTRUCTORS.

7. REPORT. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL | NCLUDE IN | TS ANNUAL REPORT SUBM TTED
TO THE GOVERNOR, THE LEGQ SLATURE AND THE CH EF JUDGE OF THE STATE BY
MARCH THI RTY-FIRST OF EACH YEAR, AS REQUI RED I N SECTI ON TVEENTY- ONE OF
TH' S ARTI CLE, AN UPDATE AS TO THE EFFECTI VENESS AND USACGE OF THE DI SAS-
TER PREPAREDNESS HOVEOWNER S DI SCOUNT PROGRAM
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8. | MPLEMENTATI ON. THE DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS HOVEOMER S DI SCOUNT

PROGRAM SHALL BE | MPLEMENTED ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER FI RST,

FI FTEEN.
S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

TWO THOUSAND



