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STATE OF NEW YORK

8589-- A
I N ASSEMBLY
January 24, 2014

Introduced by M of A CRESPO -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Transportation -- committee discharged, bill amended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to evaluating
and ensuring the safety of driving with regard to wearing gl asses or
contacts capabl e of accessing the internet and nobile technology; in
relation to prohibiting the use of such glasses or contacts while
drivi ng

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new
section 397-c to read as foll ows:

S 397-C. EVALUATI NG THE SAFETY OF DRIVING WH LE WEARING GLASSES OR
CONTACT LENSES CAPABLE OF ACCESSI NG THE | NTERNET AND MOBI LE TECHNOLOGY.
1. THE DEPARTMENT AND THE GOVERNOR' S TRAFFIC SAFETY COW TTEE SHALL
EVALUATE THE SAFETY OF DRI VI NG WHI LE WEARI NG GLASSES OR CONTACTS CAPABLE
OF ACCESSING THE |INTERNET AND MOBILE TECHNOLOGY, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT
LIMTED TO, TEXTING VIDEO, CELL PHONE ADDRESS BOOKS AND DATABASES.

2. ENTITIES SHALL SUBM T A REPORT AND RECOMVENDATI ONS | NCLUDI NG WHETH-
ER SUCH TECHNOLOGY SHOULD BE BANNED FROM BEI NG WORN WHEN DRI VI NG WHETH-
ER THE STATE SHOULD BAN THE | SSUANCE OF AUTO | NSURANCE TO A DRI VER WHO
DOES NOT CERTIFY WTH HI' S OR HER AUTOVOBI LE | NSURANCE CARRI ER THAT SUCH
GLASSES W LL NOT BE WORN WHEN DRI VING WHETHER THE VIOLATION OF SUCH
CERTI FI CATION CAN BE USED TO PERMANENTLY DENY AUTO | NSURANCE TO SUCH A
DRI VER, WHAT PENALTI ES AND FI NES SHOULD BE | MPOSED ON THOSE DRI VI NG W TH
SUCH A DI STRACTI ON FOR THE ROAD; AND WHAT LIM TS ON YOUNG AND NEW DRI V-
ERS SHOULD BE PUT | N PLACE W TH REGARD TO SUCH TECHNOLOGY; AND ANY OTHER
SUGGESTI ONS THAT W LL | MPROVE TRAFFI C SAFETY I N THE STATE. THE REPORT | S
DUE NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN.

S 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by addi ng a new section
397-d to read as foll ows:

S 397-D. DRI VING WH LE WEARI NG GLASSES OR CONTACTS CAPABLE OF ACCESS-
ING THE |INTERNET AND MOBILE TECHNOLOGY PROHI BITED. 1. GLASSES OR
CONTACTS CAPABLE OF ACCESSI NG THE | NTERNET ARE PRCHI BI TED WHI LE DRI VI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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A MOTOR VEH CLE UNTIL THE DEPARTMENT AND THE GOVERNOR S TRAFFI C SAFETY
COW TTEE | SSUE THE REPORT REQUI RED BY SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED NI NETY- SEV-
EN-C OF TH S ARTI CLE.

2.  WEARI NG SUCH GLASSES OR CONTACTS WHI LE PROHI BI TED PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON SHALL RESULT IN AN AUTOVATI C SI X MONTH SUSPENSI ON OF A DRIVER S
LI CENSE | SSUED PURSUANT TO TH S CHAPTER.

3. NO DRIVER UNDER THE AGE OF TWENTY- ONE SHALL WEAR SUCH GLASSES OR
CONTACTS, REGARDLESS OF THE AFOREMENTI ONED STUDY GCROUP'S RECOVVENDA-
TI ONS.

4. ANY DRI VER | SSUED A LI CENSE W THI N THE PAST YEAR, PURSUANT TO THI S
CHAPTER, SHALL BE PRCHI BI TED FROM THE USE OF SUCH TECHNOLOGY WHI LE DRI V-
NG SUCH A VI OLATI ON SHALL RESULT I N THE AUTOVATI C SUSPENSI ON OF SUCH A
LI CENSE FOR ONE YEAR.

5. A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN | NJURED BY REASON OF ANY VIOLATION OF THI'S
SECTI ON  MAY BRI NG AN ACTION IN H'S OR HER OAN NAME AGAI NST THE MANUFAC-
TURER OF SUCH TECHNOLOGY.

S 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided however, section
two of this act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



