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STATE OF NEW YORK

8438
I N ASSEMBLY
January 15, 2014

Introduced by M of A BRINDI SI -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to a course of instruc-
tion in the historical significance of Native Americans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is anmended by addi ng a new section 817 to
read as foll ows:

S 817. COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON I N NATI VE AMERI CAN HI STORY AND CULTURE.
1. (A) IN ORDER TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE NATI VE AVERI CAN HI STORY AND TO
FOSTER IN THE CHI LDREN OF THI S STATE A KNOALEDGE AND APPRECI ATI ON OF THE
SI GNI FI CANCE OF NATI VE AMERI CAN HERI TAGE AND CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE STATE,
THE COW SSIONER |S HEREBY AUTHORIZED AND DI RECTED TO PROVI DE AND
PRESCRI BE A COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON | N NATI VE AMERI CAN HI STORY AND CULTURE
TO BE MAI NTAI NED AND FOLLOWED I N ALL SCHOOLS OF THE STATE. THE COW S-
S| ONER SHALL CONSULT W TH THE NATI VE AMERI CAN NATI ONS AND TRI BES LOCATED
WTH N THE STATE WTH FEDERAL AND/ OR STATE LEGAL RECOGNI TION I N THE
DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH COURSE OF |INSTRUCTION AND MAY, AT H'S OR HER
DI SCRETI ON, ALSO CONSULT WTH OTHER RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS. SUCH
| NSTRUCTI ON SHALL BE AGE APPROPRI ATE AND DEVELOPED ACCORDING TO THE
NEEDS AND ABI LI TIES OF PUPILS AT VARI QUS GRADE LEVELS. SUCH | NSTRUCTI ON
SHALL ALSO, TO THE GREATEST EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, BE CONSI STENT WTH AND
| NTEGRATED W TH THE CURRENT GENERAL EDUCATI ON CURRI CULUM AREAS ESTAB-
LI SHED BY THE STATE.

(B) THE BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON AND TRUSTEES OF THE SEVERAL CITIES AND
SCHOOL DI STRICTS OF THE STATE SHALL REQUI RE | NSTRUCTI ON TO BE G VEN I N
SUCH COURSE BY TEACHERS EMPLOYED IN THE SCHOOLS THEREIN. ALL PUPILS
ATTENDI NG SUCH SCHOOLS, OVER THE ACGE OF SI X YEARS, SHALL ATTEND UPON
SUCH | NSTRUCTI ON. A SIM LAR COURSE OF I NSTRUCTION SHALL BE PRESCRI BED
AND MAI NTAINED I N PRI VATE SCHOOLS I N THE STATE, AND ALL PUPILS I N SUCH
SCHOOLS OVER SI X YEARS OF ACGE SHALL ATTEND UPON SUCH COURSE. |F SUCH
COURSE | S NOT SO ESTABLI SHED AND MAI NTAI NED I N A PRI VATE SCHOOL, ATTEND-
ANCE UPON | NSTRUCTI ON I N SUCH SCHOOL SHALL NOT BE DEEMED SUBSTANTI ALLY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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EQUI VALENT TO I NSTRUCTION G VEN TO PUPILS OF LIKE AGE IN THE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS OF THE CITY OR DISTRICT I N WH CH SUCH PUPI LS RESI DE.

2. THE COVM SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE NATI VE AMERI CAN NATI ONS
AND TRI BES LOCATED W THI N THE STATE W TH FEDERAL AND/ OR STATE LEGAL
RECOGNI TI ON, SHALL DETERM NE THE SUBJECTS TO BE | NCLUDED I N SUCH COURSE
AND SHALL | NCLUDE, AT A MNIMUM THE STUDY OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) THE H STORY OF THE VARIQUS NATIVE AMERICAN NATIONS AND TRIBES
LOCATED W THI N THE STATE, | NCLUDI NG THE GEOGRAPHI C AREA OF THE STATE I N
VH CH SUCH NATI ONS ESTABLI SHED SETTLEMENTS;

(B) THE CULTURE AND OTHER RELEVANT ASPECTS OF THE HERI TAGE OF EACH
SUCH NATI VE AMERI CAN NATI ON OR TRI BE;

(C©) SIGNIFI CANT ACTI ONS, EVENTS, DOCUMENTS, CONTRI BUTI ONS AND PROM -
NENT | NDI VI DUALS ASSOCI ATED W TH EACH SUCH NATIVE AMERI CAN NATION OR
TRI BE; AND

(D) THE CURRENT CONDI TI ON OF EACH SUCH NATI VE AMERI CAN NATI ON OR TRI BE
IN TERMS OF I TS LOCATI ON W THI N THE STATE, MEMBERSHI P AND CONTRI BUTI ONS
TO THE STATE.

3. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ADOPT RULES AND REGULATIONS PROVIDING FOR
ATTENDANCE UPON SUCH | NSTRUCTI ON AND FOR OTHER MATTERS AS ARE REQUI RED
FOR CARRYI NG | NTO EFFECT THE OBJECTS AND PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION. THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THI S SECTI ON
AND SHALL CAUSE TO BE | NSPECTED AND SUPERVI SED THE | NSTRUCTION TO BE
G VEN I N THE SUBJECTS DESCRI BED HEREI N.

4. TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON AND TRUSTEES OF
THE SEVERAL ClI TIES AND SCHOOL DI STRICTS OF THE STATE AND THE PRI VATE
SCHOOLS OF THE STATE SHALL | NCLUDE, AS PART OF THE COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON
REQUI RED BY THI' S SECTI ON, AN EMPHASI S ON THE NATI VE AMERI CAN NATI ONS AND
TRI BES, HERI TAGE, EVENTS AND ACTIONS WTH N THE GEOGRAPHI C REG ON I N
VWH CH THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR PRI VATE SCHOCL | S LOCATED.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



