Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

7778
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 4, 2013

Introduced by M of A RA -- read once and referred to the Conmmttee on
Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to directing the commi s-
sioner of education to establish performance standards for school
districts for exenption fromrequirenents nmandated by the state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 319 to
read as foll ows:

S 319. SCHOOL DI STRI CT EXEMPTI ON FROM CERTAI N REQUI REMENTS; PERFORM
ANCE STANDARDS. THE COWM SSI ONER | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO
ESTABLISH A PROGRAM TO EXEMPT SCHOOL DI STRICTS THAT MEET SPECI FI C
PERFORVANCE STANDARDS FROM CERTAI N REQUI REMENTS MANDATED BY THE STATE
AND | MPOSED ON SCHOOL DI STRI CTS PURSUANT TO CHAPTER FI FTY- SEVEN OF THE
LAWS OF TWO THOUSAND ELEVEN. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL:

1. ESTABLI SH WHAT CATEGORI ES W THI N THE EDUCATI ONAL SYSTEM SHALL BE
USED FOR EVALUATI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CT PERFORMANCE. SUCH CATEGORI ES SHALL
| NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO, TEST SCORES, STUDENT ATTENDANCE AND
GRADUATI ON RATES;

2. ESTABLI SH STANDARDS, CRITERIA AND LEVELS OF PERFORVMANCE AND
ACHI EVEMENT THAT A SCHOOL DI STRICT MUST MEET IN EACH SUCH CATEGORY |IN
ORDER TO BE ELI d BLE FOR EXEMPTI ON FROM SUCH REQUI REMENTS;

3. NOTIFY EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT OF THE CATEGORI ES ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT
TO SUBDI VISION ONE OF THS SECTION AND THE STANDARDS, CRITERIA AND
LEVELS ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VISION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON. SUCH
NOTI FI CATI ON SHALL BE MADE ANNUALLY AND IN A MANNER AND AT A TIME TO
ALLOW SCHOOL DI STRI CTS SUFFI CI ENT TI ME FOR REVI EW PRI OR TO THE COWVMENCE-
MENT OF THE SCHOOL YEAR;

4. DETERM NE FROM WH CH REQUI REMENTS A SCHOOL DI STRI CT MEETI NG SUCH
STANDARDS, CRI TERI A AND LEVELS SHALL BE EXEMPT;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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5. DETERM NE | F DI FFERENT SETS OF SUCH STANDARDS, CRITERI A AND LEVELS
SHOULD BE USED FOR SCHOOL DI STRI CTS DUE TO DI FFERENCES | N THE SI ZE AND
DEMOGRAPHI CS OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS ACROSS THE STATE;

6. ESTABLISH AN APPLI CATI ON PROCEDURE WHEREBY A SCHOOL DI STRI CT MAY
DEMONSTRATE THAT I T HAS MET SUCH STANDARDS, CRITERIA AND LEVELS AND
APPLY FOR EXEMPTI ON FROM SUCH REQUI REMENTS;

7. GRANT EXEMPTION FROM SUCH REQUI REMENTS TO SCHOOL DI STRICTS FOR
VH CH AN APPLI CATI ON FOR EXEMPTI ON | S APPROVED,;

8. DETERM NE THE LENGTH OF TI ME THAT A SCHOCOL DI STRICT THAT HAS BEEN
GRANTED AN EXEMPTI ON FROM SUCH REQUI REMENTS SHALL REMAI N EXEMPT; AND

9. PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS CONSI STENT W TH AND NECESSARY TO
| MPLEMENT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to school
years beginning on or after July 1, 2014.



