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STATE OF NEW YORK

7002
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 29, 2013

Introduced by M of A MAGEE, GUNTHER, JAFFEE -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law and the public [|ands
law, in relation to access to viable agricultural land for new and
begi nni ng farners

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 16 of the agriculture and narkets | aw i s anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 2-d to read as foll ows:

2-D. AID IN EFFORTS SUPPORTI NG THE SUCCESSFUL TRANSFER OF VI ABLE AGRI -
CULTURAL LAND FROM EXI STI NG OANNERS TO NEW OMNERS AND OPERATORS, ESPE-
Cl ALLY BEG NNI NG FARMERS.

S 2. Subdivision 5 of section 309 of the agriculture and markets | aw,
as added by chapter 79 of the laws of 1980, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

5. The advisory council on agriculture shall advise the conm ssioner
and other state agency heads on state governnment plans, policies and
prograns affecting farmng and the agricultural industry of this state
I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO ADVI CE REGARDI NG TAX, FI NANCI AL ASSI ST-
ANCE AND OTHER PCLI Cl ES AND PROGRAMS THAT COULD ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF
BEG NNI NG FARVERS AND | SSUES RELATED TO TRANSFER OF OMNERSHI P OF FARNMS.
Concerned state agencies shall be encouraged to establish a working
relationship with the council and shall fully cooperate with the counci
in any requests it shall nake.

S 3. Subdivision 6 of section 323 of the agriculture and narkets | aw,
as anmended by chapter 268 of the |laws of 2008, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

6. reporting biennially to the governor and the | egislature regarding
the activities of the conm ssioner, | NCLUDI NG EFFORTS TO ENHANCE ACCESS
TO VI ABLE AGRI CULTURAL LAND FOR NEW AND BEG NNI NG FARMERS, the types of
technical assistance rendered to county agricultural and farmn and

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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protection boards, municipalities and not-for-profit conservation organ-
I zations, and the need to protect the state's agricultural econony and
| and resources.

S 4. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 2 of section 325 of the agriculture
and markets | aw, as anended by chapter 93 of the laws of 2010, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(d) In evaluating applications for funding, the comm ssioner shall
give priority to projects intended to preserve viable agricultural |and
as defined in section three hundred one of this chapter; that are in
areas facing significant devel opnent pressure; and that serve as a buff-
er for a significant natural public resource containing inportant
ecosystem or habitat characteristics. THE COVW SSI ONER SHALL ALSO d VE
PRI ORI TY TO SUCH PROJECTS THAT USE CONSERVATI ON EASEMENTS PURSUANT TO
ARTI CLE FORTY-NI NE OF THE ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW

S 5. The agriculture and markets Ilaw is amended by adding a new
section 329-a to read as foll ows:

S 329-A.  FARMLAND AVAI LABI LI TY | NFORVATI ON. 1. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
COLLECT AND COVPILE | NFORMATI ON ABOUT PUBLI C LAND THAT IS VI ABLE FOR
FARM NG AND | S AVAI LABLE FOR PURCHASE OR LEASE FOR FARM NG AND MAKE
AVAI LABLE SUCH | NFORMATI ON, | NCLUDI NG CONTACT | NFORMATI ON FOR THE OFFI CE
OF GENERAL SERVICES, OTHER STATE AGENCI ES, MJNI Cl PALI TI ES, AND OTHER
GOVERNMENTAL ENTI TI ES OFFERI NG SUCH LAND, ON I TS | NTERNET WEBSITE. THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE GUI DANCE AND ASSI STANCE TO THE OFFI CE OF GENER-
AL SERVI CES, OTHER STATE AGENCI ES, MUNI Cl PALI TI ES AND OTHER GOVERNVENTAL
ORGANI ZATI ONS THAT REQUEST SUCH ASSI STANCE, | N | DENTI FYI NG LAND THAT IS
VI ABLE FOR FARM NG

2. THE DEPARTMENT MAY ALSO MAKE AVAI LABLE SIM LAR | NFORVATI ON ABOUT
PRI VATE LAND AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE OR LEASE FOR FARM NG | NCLUDI NG
CONTACT | NFORVATI ON FOR THE OAMNERS OF SUCH LAND.

S 6. Section 2 of the public lands law is anmended by adding two new
subdi visions 2-a and 2-b to read as foll ows:

2-A. STATE- OANED REAL PROPERTY | NVENTORY; FARM NG A. THE COWM SSI ONER
OF GENERAL SERVI CES |'S AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO DEVELOP AN | NVENTORY,
I N COOPERATI ON W TH THE COWM SSI ONER OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS, OF
STATE- OANED REAL PROPERTY THAT MAY BE VI ABLE FOR FARM NG

B. I F THE COMW SSI ONER DETERM NES THAT ANY OF SUCH PROPERTY SHOULD BE
MADE AVAI LABLE FOR PURCHASE OR LEASE FOR FARM NG THEN SUCH | NFORMATI ON
SHALL BE PROVIDED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS FOR THE
FARMLAND AVAI LABI LI TY | NFORVATI ON PROGRAM PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT |IF
THE COW SSI ONER, | N COOPERATION W TH THE COW SSI ONER OF AGRI CULTURE
AND MARKETS, DETERM NES THAT ANY OF SUCH PROPERTY SHOULD BE PROTECTED
AND PRESERVED USING ARTICLE TWENTY-FIVE-AAA OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND
MARKETS LAW THEN | NFORMATI ON ABOUT SUCH PROPERTY SHALL NOT BE PROVI DED
FOR THE FARMLAND AVAI LABI LI TY | NFORMATI ON PROGRAM UNTI L A REVI EW OF THE
MERI TS AND FEASI BI LI TY OF PRESERVI NG SUCH PROPERTY USING SUCH ARTICLE
HAS BEEN CONSI DERED.

2-B. REPORT. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE
LEA SLATURE WTHI N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON
ON:

A.  THE | NVENTORY OF STATE- OANED REAL PROPERTY THAT MAY BE VI ABLE FOR
FARM NG CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION TWO-A OF THI S SECTI ON;

B. THE FEASIBILITY OF, AND BARRI ERS TO, SELLING LEASI NG OR USI NG SUCH
PROPERTY FOR FARM NG,

C. THE FEASI BI LI TY OF USI NG ARTI CLE TVENTY- FI VE- AAA OF AGRI CULTURE AND
MARKETS LAW TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE SUCH LAND FOR FARM NG WHEN SUCH LAND
IS SCLD; AND
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D. ANY CONCERNS RELATED TO SELLI NG OR LEASI NG SUCH PROPERTY FOR FARM
NG | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE TYPES OF FARM NG ACTI VI TI ES THAT
MAY BE APPROPRI ATE AND THE ENVI RONMENTAL AND COVMUNI TY | MPACTS OF FARM
| NG SUCH PROPERTI ES.

S 7. Section 2 of the public lands |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 3-a to read as foll ows:

3-A. LAND VI ABLE FOR FARM NG, | DENTI FI CATION. THE COW SSI ONER OF
GENERAL SERVI CES | S AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED, AS PART OF THE STATE- OANED
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM TO WORK W TH STATE AGENCI ES TO | DENTI -
FY LAND THAT MAY BE VI ABLE FOR FARM NG AND MAY BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR
PURCHASE OR LEASE FOR FARM NG

S 8. This act shall take effect immediately.



