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Introduced by M of A GALEF -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the donestic relations |aw and the public health aw, in
relation to designating lay individuals to solemize narriages

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 11 of the donestic relations |aw is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 3-a to read as foll ows:

3-A. A TEMPORARY JUSTI CE OF THE PEACE, AS DESI GNATED BY THE COW S-
SIONER OF HEALTH PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON TVWENTY- NI NE OF SECTI ON TWO
HUNDRED SI X OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW

S 2. Section 13-b of the donestic relations Iaw, as anended by chapter
652 of the |aws of 2007, is anmended to read as foll ows:

S 13-b. Tinme within which marriage may be sol emized. A marriage shal
not be sol emmi zed within twenty-four hours after the issuance of the
marriage |license, unless authorized by an order of a court of record as
herei nafter provided, nor shall it be sol emized after sixty days from
the date of the issuance of +the marriage |icense unless authorized
pursuant to section three hundred fifty-four-d of the executive |aw
Every license to marry hereafter 1ssued by a town or city clerk, in
addition to other requirenents specified by this chapter, nust contain a
statenment of the day and the hour the license is issued and the period
during which the marriage may be solemized. It shall be the duty of the
clergyman [or], magistrate OR TEMPORARY JUSTI CE OF THE PEACE, AS DESI G
NATED BY THE COVM SSI ONER OF HEALTH PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON  TVEENTY- NI NE
OF SECTION TWDO HUNDRED SIX OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW performi ng the
marri age cerenony, or if the marriage is solemized by witten contract,
of the judge before whomthe contract is acknow edged, to annex to or
endorse wupon the mnmarriage license the date and hour the marriage is
sol emmi zed. A judge or justice of the suprene court of this state or the
county judge of the county in which either party to be married resides,
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or if such party is under sixteen years of age, the judge of the famly
court of such county, if it shall appear from an exam nation of the
license and any other proofs submtted by the parties that one of the
parties is in danger of 1nmm nent death, or by reason of other energency
public interest will be pronoted thereby, or that such delay wll work
irreparable injury or great hardship upon the contracting parties, or
one of them may make an order authorizing the inmediate solemization
of the marriage and upon filing such order with the clergyman or nagi s-
trate performng the marriage cerenony, or if the mnmarriage is to be
solemi zed by witten contract, with the judge before whomthe contract
is acknowl edged, such clergynan or nmagistrate may solemize such
marriage, or such judge nay take such acknow edgnent as the case may be,
wi t hout waiting for such three day period and twenty-four hour period to
el apse. The clergynman, magistrate [or], judge OR TEMPORARY JUSTI CE OF
THE PEACE, AS DESI GNATED BY THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SION  TVENTY- NI NE OF SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED S| X OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH
LAW nust file such order with the town or city clerk who issued the
license within five days after the nmarriage is sol emmi zed. Such town or
city clerk must record and index the order in the book required to be
kept by himfor recording affidavits, statements, consents and |icenses,
and when so recorded the order shall beconme a public record and avail-
abl e in any prosecution under this section. A person who shall solemize
a marriage in violation of this section shall be guilty of a m sdemeanor
and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of fifty dollars
for each offense, and in addition thereto, his right to solemize a
marri age shall be suspended for ninety days.

S 3. Section 206 of the public health law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 29 to read as foll ows:

29. THE COVMM SSI ONER SHALL | SSUE TEMPORARY JUSTI CE OF THE PEACE DESI G
NATI ONS TO LAYPERSONS OVER THE AGE OF El GHTEEN REGARDLESS OF STATE RESI -
DENCE WHO | NTEND TO PERFORM A MARRI AGE CEREMONY W THI N THE STATE. SUCH
DESI GNATI ONS MAY BE GRANTED AFTER AN APPLI CANT MAILS A SIGNED APPLI CA-
TION FORM IN A MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTMENT, ACCOVPANI ED BY A
LETTER OF REFERENCE ATTESTI NG TO THE APPLI CANT' S H GH STANDARD OF CHAR-
ACTER AND A CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR TWENTY- FI VE DOLLARS. THE FORM MUST
STATE THE CITY OR TOM I N WH CH THE CEREMONY SHALL BE PERFORMED AND
SHALL BE GRANTED ONLY | F RECEI VED THI RTY BUSI NESS DAYS BEFORE SUCH DATE
SUCH DESI GNATIONS SHALL ONLY BE VALID FOR THE CEREMONY STATED ON THE
APPLI CATI ON.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have become a |aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
addi ti on, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



