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Introduced by M of A TENNEY, SCARBOROUGH -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M
of A. CROUCH -- read once and referred to the Cormittee on Labor

AN ACT to anend the workers' conpensation law, in relation to pre-au-
thori zed procedures

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 5 of section 13-a of the workers' conpensation
| aw, as amended by chapter 6 of the | aws of 2007 and as further anended
by section 104 of part A of chapter 62 of the laws of 2011, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(5) No claim for specialist consultations, surgical operations,
physi ot her apeuti ¢ or occupational therapy procedures, x-ray exam nations
or special diagnostic |aboratory tests costing nore than one thousand
dol l ars shall be valid and enforceabl e, as agai nst such enpl oyer, unless
such special services shall have been authorized by the enployer or by
the board, or unless such authorization has been unreasonably w thheld,
or wthheld for a period of nore than thirty cal endar days fromrecei pt
of a request for authorization, or unless such special services are
required in an energency, provided, however, that the basis for a denia
of such authorization by the enployer nust be based on a conflicting
second opi nion rendered by a physician authorized by the board. The
board, wth the approval of the superintendent of financial services,
shall issue and maintain a |ist of pre-authorized procedures under this
section. SUCH LIST OF PRE-AUTHORI ZED PROCEDURES SHALL BE | SSUED AND
MAI NTAI NED FOR THE SOLE PURPCOSE OF EXPEDI TI NG AUTHORI ZATI ON  OF PATI ENT
TREATMENT. SUCH LI ST OF PRE- AUTHORI ZED PROCEDURES SHALL NOT BE UTI LI ZED
AS MEDI CAL GUI DELI NES OR TO DI RECT PATI ENT CARE I N ANY WAY NOR SHALL ANY
PRE- AUTHORI ZED PROCEDURE BE G VEN PREFERENCE OVER AN ALTERNATI VE FORM OF
TREATMENT THAT HAS NOT BEEN PLACED ON THE PRE-AUTHORI ZED PROCEDURES
LI ST.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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