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STATE OF NEW YORK

6520
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 4, 2013

Introduced by M of A MAISEL, ENGLEBRIGHT -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to provide for the inposition of a suspension of the issuance of
permts for the underground storage of natural gas or |iquefied petro-
| eum gas and requiring the departnent of environnmental conservation to
conduct an environnental quality review of such suspension

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. There is hereby inposed a suspension of the issuance by the
department of environnental conservation of pernmits for the underground
storage of natural gas or liquefied petroleumgas, pursuant to title 13
of article 23 of the environmental conservation |aw.

S 2. The departnment of environnental conservation shall conduct a ful
envi ronnental quality review, in accordance with article 8 of the envi-
ronnmental conservation |aw, of the inpact of the suspension inposed by
section one of this act. Such environnmental quality review shall take
into account the potential effects of the increased need for storage
areas in the event the state authorizes high volune hydraulic fracturing
and horizontal drilling for natural gas, as well as on-going drilling
activities for natural gas. Such departnent initially shall produce and
publi sh a scoping docunent detailing the findings of such review, which
shall be subject to public review for not |ess than 60 days.

S 3. The departnment of environnmental conservation shall provide state-
wi de notice to the public of the availability of the draft environnenta
i npact statenent produced pursuant to the provisions of this act. Such
notice shall advise the public of its right to coment upon and review
such statement for a period of not |ess than 90 days, and the tines,
dates and | ocations of public hearings thereon to be held throughout the
state.

S 4. Upon the conclusion of all public hearings upon the draft envi-
ronnmental inpact statenent, the departnent of environnental conservation
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shall consider all public coments on such statenent and shall thereaft-
er produce a final environnental inpact statement. The final environ-
mental inpact statement shall be submtted to the governor and the
| egi sl ature. Upon subm ssion of such final statenment, the governor and
the |l egislature shall determ ne, by |law, whether and when the suspension
i nposed by section one of this act should be repeal ed, and establish the
conditions and requirenments for the resunption of the underground stor-
age of natural gas or liquified petroleumgas pernt program
S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



