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STATE OF NEW YORK

6241
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 19, 2013

Introduced by M of A  WEISENBERG -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
AUBRY, COCK, ENGLEBRI GHT, G BSON, TITONE -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Energy

AN ACT to amend the public service law and the executive law, in
relation to energency disconnections of certain public utilities
during a state disaster energency or |local state of energency

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 46 of the public service I aw, as anended by chapter
686 of the |aws of 2002, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 46. Energency di sconnections to residences. 1. Notw thstanding any
other section of this article, a utility corporation in ownership or
control of the meters, pipes, fittings, wires and ot her apparatus asso-
ciated with the establishment of service to a residence or a nunici-
pality may di sconnect service to a residence when an energency my
threaten the health or safety of a person, the surrounding area or the
utility's or municipality's distribution system The utility corporation
or nunicipality shall act pronptly to assure restoration of service as
soon as feasible. Service shall be restored to any residence before it
may be term nated for any other reason.

2. IN THE EVENT OF A STATE DI SASTER EMERGENCY, AS DEFINED |IN SECTION
TVWENTY OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW OR A LOCAL STATE OF EMERGENCY, AS DEFI NED
I N SECTI ON TVENTY- FOUR OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW A UTILITY CORPORATION OR
MUNI Cl PALI TY SHALL DI SCONNECT ELECTRICAL SERVICE W THI N TVWENTY- FOUR
HOURS OF NOTI FI CATI ON FROM AN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DI RECTOR OR OTHER
MUNI Cl PAL  CORPORATI ON  OFFI CI AL RESPONSI BLE FOR EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS,
RESPONSE AND RECOVERY, CHI EF EXECUTI VE, OR LOCAL OFFI CER EMPONERED UNDER
SECTI ON SEVENTY- SEVEN OF TH S CHAPTER, THAT DI SCONNECTION |S NECESSARY
FOR REPAIRS TO THE AFFECTED AREA AND CONTI NUED SERVI CE MAY THREATEN THE
HEALTH OR SAFETY OF A PERSON, THE SURROUNDI NG AREA OR THE UTILITY'S OR
MUNI Cl PALI TY' S DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. VWHERE A UTILITY CORPORATI ON OR MUNI CI PALI TY | S REQUI RED TO DI SCON-
NECT ELECTRI CAL SERVI CE PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI'S SECTI ON AND
FAILS OR NEGECTS WTH N TWENTY- FOUR HOURS OF NOTI FI CATI ON TO DO SO
W THOUT GOOD CAUSE AS DETERM NED BY THE COW SSION, THE UTILITY CORPO
RATI ON SHALL FORFEIT AND PAY TO THE COW SSI ON THE SUM OF NOT LESS THAN
ONE THOUSAND DCOLLARS AND NOT MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS PER DAY FOR
EACH DAY THEREAFTER, AS DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ON THAT SUCH ELEC-
TRI CAL SERVI CE |'S NOT DI SCONNECTED.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 24 of the executive law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph h to read as foll ows:

H (1) A UTILITY CORPORATI ON OR MUNI Cl PALI TY TO DI SCONNECT ELECTRI CAL
SERVI CE TO RESI DENTI AL OR COMMERCI AL PROPERTY W THIN TWENTY- FOUR HOURS
OF NOTI FI CATI ON BY THE CHI EF EXECUTI VE WHERE DI SCONNECTI ON | S NECESSARY
FOR REPAI RS TO THE AFFECTED AREA AND CONTI NUED SERVI CE MAY THREATEN THE
HEALTH OR SAFETY OF A PERSON, THE SURROUNDI NG AREA OR A UTILITY' S OR
MUNI Cl PALI TY' S DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM

(I'l) WHERE A UTILITY CORPORATION OR MUNICIPALITY IS REQURED TO
DI SCONNECT ELECTRI CAL SERVI CE PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF THI S PARA-
GRAPH AND FAI LS OR NEGLECTS W THI N TWENTY- FOUR HOURS OF NOTI FI CATI ON TO
DO SO W THOUT GOOD CAUSE AS DETERM NED BY THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON,
THE UTI LI TY CORPORATI ON OR MUNI Cl PALI TY SHALL FORFEIT AND PAY TO THE
PUBLI C SERVI CE COMM SSI ON THE SUM OF NOT LESS THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS
AND NOT MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS PER DAY FOR EACH DAY THEREAFTER,
AS DETERM NED BY THE PUBLIC SERVICE COW SSI ON THAT SUCH ELECTRI CAL
SERVI CE | S NOT DI SCONNECTED.

S 3. Section 28 of the executive |law is anmended by addi ng a new subdi -
vision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. (A) FOLLOWN NG A STATE DECLARATI ON OF DI SASTER EMERGENCY BY THE
GOVERNOR PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON, A UTI LI TY CORPORATI ON OR MUNI Cl PALI TY
SHALL DI SCONNECT ELECTRI CAL SERVI CE TO RESI DENTI AL OR COMMERCI AL PROPER-
TY WTH N TVWENTY- FOUR HOURS OF NOTI FI CATI ON FROM AN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
DI RECTOR OR OTHER MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON OFFI Cl AL RESPONSI BLE FOR EMER-
GENCY PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE AND RECOVERY, CHI EF EXECUTIVE, OR LOCAL
OFFI CER EMPOAERED UNDER SECTI ON SEVENTY- SEVEN OF THE PUBLI C SERVI CE LAW
THAT DI SCONNECTION 1S NECESSARY FOR REPAIRS TO THE AFFECTED AREA AND
CONTI NUED SERVI CE MAY THREATEN THE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF A PERSON, THE
SURROUNDI NG AREA OR THE UTILITY'S OR MUNI Cl PALI TY' S DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM

(B) WHERE A UTI LI TY CORPORATI ON OR MUNI Cl PALITY IS REQUI RED TO DI SCON-
NECT ELECTRI CAL SERVICE PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON
AND FAI LS OR NEGLECTS W THI N TVWENTY- FOUR HOURS OF NOTI FI CATION TO DO SO
W THOUT GOOD CAUSE AS DETERM NED BY THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON, THE
UTI LI TY CORPORATI ON OR MUNI ClI PALI TY SHALL FORFEIT AND PAY TO THE PUBLIC
SERVI CE COMM SSI ON THE SUM OF NOT LESS THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NOT
MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS PER DAY FOR EACH DAY THEREAFTER, AS
DETERM NED BY THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON THAT SUCH ELECTRI CAL SERVI CE
'S NOT DI SCONNECTED.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



