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STATE OF NEW YORK

6221--C
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 15, 2013

Introduced by M of A SCH MEL, JAFFEE, ROBI NSON, COLTON, MONTESANO - -
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A ARROYO BRENNAN, COCK, DI PIETRO, MDO
NOUGH, WEI SENBERG -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Veter-
ans' Affairs -- commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted
as amended and recomritted to said commttee -- again reported from
said conmttee wth anmendnents, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommtted to said conmttee -- again reported from said commttee
with amendnents, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted to said
conmittee

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to requiring directors of
county veterans service agencies to be accredited by the United States
Depart nent of Veterans Affairs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 357 of the executive |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. ACCREDI TATION. (A) CURRENT COUNTY OR CI TY DI RECTORS W THI N THREE
YEARS FROM THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL TAKE ALL STEPS
NECESSARY TO BE ACCREDI TED AS A VETERANS SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON (VSO
REPRESENTATI VE. ACCREDI TATI ON SHALL MEAN THE AUTHORI TY GRANTED BY THE
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO ASSI ST VETERANS AND
THEI R FAM LY MEMBERS | N THE PREPARATI ON, PRESENTATI ON, AND PROSECUTI ON
OF CLAIMS FOR BENEFI TS PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 5902 OF TITLE 38 U.S.C. AND
SECTI ON 14. 628 OF Tl TLE 38 CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATI ONS. ONCE AN APPLI -
CATION FOR ACCREDI TATION 1S APPROVED BY THE GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS AND THE APPLI CANT IS NOTI -
FIED OF TH S ACTI ON, THE DI RECTOR OF THE COUNTY OR CI TY VETERANS SERVI CE
AGENCY SHALL FILE A COPY OF THE ACCREDI TATI ON CERTI FI CATE FROM THE
APPROPRI ATE VETERANS SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON W TH THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI -
SI ON.  SUCH ACCREDI TATI ON SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED DURI NG THE DURATION OF HI'S
OR HER STATUS AS A DI RECTOR OF SUCH COUNTY OR CITY VETERANS SERVI CE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AGENCY. THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON MAY DETERM NE THAT SATI SFACTORY
COWPLETI ON OF A COURSE OR | NSTRUCTI ON ON VETERANS' BENEFI TS APPROVED BY
THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS AND CONDUCTED BY THE
DI VI SI ON MAY FULFILL THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(B) ANY COUNTY OR CITY DI RECTOR H RED AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI' S
STATUTE SHALL TAKE ALL STEPS NECESSARY TO BE ACCREDI TED AS A VETERANS
SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON (VSO) REPRESENTATI VE W THI N El GHTEEN MONTHS OF SUCH
APPO NTMENT. ACCREDI TATI ON SHALL MEAN THE AUTHORI TY GRANTED BY THE
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO ASSI ST VETERANS AND
THEI R FAM LY MEMBERS | N THE PREPARATI ON, PRESENTATI ON, AND PROSECUTI ON
OF CLAIMS FOR BENEFI TS PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 5902 OF TITLE 38 U.S.C. AND
SECTI ON 14. 628 OF Tl TLE 38 CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATI ONS. ONCE AN APPLI -
CATION FOR ACCREDI TATION 1S APPROVED BY THE GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS AND THE APPLI CANT IS NOTI -
FIED OF TH S ACTI ON, THE DI RECTOR OF THE COUNTY OR CI TY VETERANS SERVI CE
AGENCY SHALL FILE A COPY OF THE ACCREDI TATI ON CERTI FI CATE FROM THE
APPROPRI ATE VETERANS SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON W TH THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI -
SI ON.  SUCH ACCREDI TATI ON SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED DURI NG THE DURATION OF HI'S
OR HER STATUS AS A DI RECTOR OF SUCH COUNTY OR CITY VETERANS SERVI CE
AGENCY. THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON MAY DETERM NE THAT A SATI SFACTORY
COWPLETI ON OF A COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON ON VETERANS' BENEFI TS APPROVED BY
THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS AND CONDUCTED BY THE
DI VI SI ON MAY FULFILL THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(© DURING THE TIME A DI RECTOR | S WORKI NG TOMRD ACCREDI TATI ON PURSU-
ANT TO PARAGRAPHS (A) AND (B) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, SUCH | NDIVIDUAL MAY
PROVIDE SERVICES TO VETERANS AND THEIR FAM LY MEMBERS AS DEFI NED I N
SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY-El GHT OF THI S ARTI CLE OTHER THAN THE PREPA-
RATI ON, PRESENTATI ON, AND PROSECUTION OF CLAIMS FOR BENEFI TS UNDER
FEDERAL STATUTES AND REGULATI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw, provided that any rul es and regul ati ons necessary for
the tinmely inplementation of this act on the effective date shall be
pronmul gated on or before such date.



