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STATE OF NEW YORK

5881
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 8, 2013

Introduced by M of A ORTIZ -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to create a course of instruction to train nental health provid-
ers in veteran specific nmental health issues

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "veterans nmental health training initiative".

S 2. Legislative intent. The legislature finds and declares that the
state of New York and the country at large are facing a form dabl e chal -
| enge in serving the nmental health needs of veterans returning from
active duty in Iraqg and Afghani stan. Since the begi nning of Operation
Enduri ng Freedom and Operation Ilraqi Freedom over one and a half
mllion active duty and reserve nenbers of the United States military
have been deployed to Iraq or Afghani stan, and nearly one-half mllion
have been redepl oyed. Wth each depl oynent, our service nenbers encount-
er extreme strains on their physical and nental health, which, in many
cases have resulted in unprecedented rates of health and nental health
probl enms, nobst notably post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and trau-
matic brain injury (TBlI). Equally alarmng, are nunerous reports of
increased suicide, addiction and honel essness anong our returning
soldiers. Further, fam |y nenbers are struggling with the ramfications
of extended and/or nultiple deploynments, resulting in serious enptiona
and psychol ogi cal tolls.

In addition to high rates of PTSD, providers in the nental health
community have also begun reporting increased cases of traumatic brain
injury sustained in the Iraq and Afghani stan theatres of conbat due in
large part to the wuse of inprovised explosive devices (IED). Equally
disturbing is the rate at which TBlI has been nisdiagnosed as PTSD.
Nunerous reports have told the story of soldiers returning fromlraq and
Af ghanistan with brain trauma, but because there are no visible head
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wounds, synptons such as nenory | oss and confusion are often m staken as
i ndi cators of PTSD.

Many returning service nenbers, particularly National Guard and
Reserves, are not accessing services fromthe federal veterans adm nis-
tration or through the departnment of defense tricare system upon return-
ing hone; but rather, through community-based organi zati ons and agen-
cies. Therefore, comrunity-based providers are experiencing an influx of
returni ng service nenbers for whomthey are not entirely prepared to
provi de treatnent.

To assure that such care be provided by an adequately trained nental
heal th workforce, the state shall, through an open grant process, engage
associ ations of social workers to design and conduct, in collaboration
with an association of psychiatrists and associations of physicians a
mul ti-disciplinary educational and training program for nental health
providers to assist such providers, within their | awful scope of prac-
tice, to identify, diagnose, and put forward a course of treatnent for
conbat related PTSD, TBI and other nental health issues, including
subst ance abuse. This course shall also serve to educate service nmenbers
and fam |y nmenbers of service nenbers in accessing nental health and
rel ated soci al services.

S 3. The office of nental health in consultation with the division of
veterans' affairs shall

a. through an open and conpetitive process award a grant of no |ess
than $500, 000.00 for the purpose of devel opi ng and depl oyi ng an educa-
tion and training programfor health, nmental health, and other human
service providers. Such programw || also provide training and education
to veterans and famly nmenbers of veterans on navigating nental health
systens of care.

Such programw || be designed to maxim ze the treatnment and recovery
from conbat related post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), traunmatic
brain injury (TBI) and other conbat related nental health issues,
i ncluding substance abuse. This grant shall be distributed in the
amount of $250, 000. 00 at the begi nning of each state fiscal vyear, for
two years, starting in 2014; however, a sumto be determ ned by the
of fice of nental health may be forwarded for future years' expenditures
if it is determned to be necessary for the proper inplenentation of the
pr ogr am

b. require such association of social workers to inplenent the
pur poses of such grant in collaboration with an association of psychia-
trists, an association of physicians and such other statew de associ -
ations, as the office of nental health in consultation with the division
of veterans' affairs shall deem appropriate; and

c. have the power to audit such association to ensure the proper
expenditure of state funds.

S 4. The associ ation receiving such grant pursuant to section three of
this act shall:

a. develop and deploy an education and training program as prescribed
in section three of this act. Such program shall be consistent with
national and state guidelines regarding the diagnosis and treatnent of
PTSD, TBI and conbat related nental health issues including substance
abuse;

b. conduct such programin nultiple |ocations across the state;

c. establish an advisory comrittee to include experts in the fields
of neurol ogy and psychiatry, to be reconmended by the statew de associ -
ation of physicians and the statew de association of psychiatrists. The
advi sory commttee will also include experts in traumatol ogy, PTSD, TBI,
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mlitary mental health, veterans' health and admnistration, and
licensed social work practitioners with a denonstrated expertise in
veterans nental health. The advisory commttee shall also include a
conbat veteran and a fam |y nmenber of a conbat veteran;

d. contract wth an association of physicians and an associati on of
psychiatrists to (1) advise and assist wth the design and devel opnent
of core content wth respect to matters relating to the practice of
nmedi ci ne; and (2) provide physician experts in PTSD, TBlI and other
conbat related psychiatric and neurol ogi cal disorders for the program

e. produce a yearly report to the legislature, the division of veter-
ans' affairs, office of nmental health and the office of alcoholism and
subst ance abuse services regarding the progress, expenditures and effec-
ti veness of the program

f. conduct the program in direct consultation with the office of
mental health and the division of veterans' affairs; and

provide a certified continuing education course on veteran specific
mental health issues, to be nade avail abl e online.

S 5. The office of alcoholismand substance abuse services shall

a. consult with the office of nental health and the division of veter-
ans' affairs and provide guidelines necessary for the proper design and
i npl enentation of this program and

b. have the power to neke recommendations to the office of nental
health and the division of veterans' affairs and |legislature as to the
ef fectiveness and future need for such a program

S 6. Nothing in this act shall be construed to affect the scope of
practice of any profession |icensed pursuant to the laws of this state
or to authorize or conpel any change therein.

S 7. This act shall take effect April 1, 2014.



