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STATE OF NEW YORK

5266
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 21, 2013

Introduced by M of A KEARNS -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Ways and Means

AN ACT to amend the tax law, in relation to providing a credit for
general volunteer services perforned and hours expended during a
federal disaster or energency

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The tax law is anended by adding a new section 620-b to
read as foll ows:

S 620-B. CREDI T FOR GENERAL VOLUNTEER SERVI CES PERFORMED FOR CHARI TA-
BLE NOT- FOR-PROFI T CORPORATIONS. (A) DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH'S
SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL MEAN:

(1) "FEDERAL DI SASTER OR EMERGENCY" SHALL MEAN THOSE EMERGENCI ES WHI CH
ARE DEFI NED BY THE FEDERAL DI SASTER RELI EF AND EMERGENCY ASSI STANCE ACT
OF 1988. EMERGENCY SHALL | NCLUDE ANY OCCASI ON OR | NSTANCE FOR WHICH, I N
THE DETERM NATI ON OF THE PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES, FEDERAL ASSI ST-
ANCE | S NEEDED TO SUPPLEMENT STATE AND LOCAL EFFORTS AND CAPABI LI TIES TO
SAVE LI VES AND TO PROTECT PROPERTY AND PUBLI C HEALTH AND SAFETY, OR TO
LESSEN OR AVERT THE THREAT OF A CATASTROPHE | N ANY PART OF THE UNI TED
STATES.

(2) "SENITOR CI TI ZEN' SHALL MEAN THOSE |INDIVIDUALS WHO QUALIFY OR
BECOVE ELIGBLE FOR SOCI AL SECURI TY BENEFI TS OR ARE RECEI VI NG A FI XED
RETI REMENT | NCOVE AND NOT WORKI NG FULL- TI ME.

(B) GENERAL. A RESI DENT SHALL BE ALLOWED THE FOLLONNG TAX CRED TS
AGAI NST THE TAX OTHERW SE DUE UNDER THI S ARTI CLE: UP TO THE AMOUNT OF
FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS | N ANY TAXABLE YEAR FOR GENERAL VOLUNTEER SERVI CES
PERFORMVED FOR FEDERAL, STATE OR MJUNICIPAL AGENCIES OR CHARI TABLE
NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ONS OR ORGANI ZATI ONS, UP TO THE AMOUNT OF ONE
THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS FOR BOTH GENERAL VOLUNTEER SERVI CES
PERFORMVED AND HOURS EXPENDED FOR FEDERAL DI SASTER OR EMERGENCY RELIEF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OR A ONE-TI ME DEDUCTI ON OF TWO THOUSAND FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR YOUTH
VOLUNTEERS.

(© LIMTATION. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBSECTION (B) OF
TH' S SECTI ON, SUCH CREDI T SHALL NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT OF TAX OWED BY
SUCH RESI DENT FOR ANY TAXABLE YEAR, NOR SHALL ANY CREDI T BE GRANTED FOR
VOLUNTEER SERVI CES PROVI DED BY A RESI DENT WHI CH ARE NORVALLY AND CUSTOM
ARI LY PERFORMED BY A PAID EMPLOYEE OF THE FEDERAL, STATE OR MJN Cl PAL
GOVERNMENT  OR THE CHARI TABLE NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON OR ORGANI ZATI ON
FOR WHI CH THE RESI DENT | S PROVI DI NG SERVI CES.

(D) CALCULATION OF TAX CREDITS. (1) VOLUNTEER TAX CREDIT FOR GENERAL
SERVI CES. EACH | NDI VI DUAL TAXPAYER WHO FI LES AN | NDI VI DUAL | NCOVE TAX
RETURN FOR A TAXABLE YEAR MAY CLAI M A NONREFUNDABLE VOLUNTEER TAX CREDI T
FOR GENERAL SERVI CES. THE VALUATI ON OF THE NONREFUNDABLE VOLUNTEER TAX
CREDIT IS FOR THOSE HOURS | N EXCESS OF THE FI RST TEN HOURS OF SERVI CE.
THE VOLUNTEER TAX CREDI T FOR GENERAL SERVI CES | S CALCULATED BY MULTI PLY-
I NG THE NUMBER OF VOLUNTEER HOURS | N EXCESS OF THE FIRST TEN HOURS BY
THE CURRENT M NI MUM WAGE RATE. THE TOTAL YEARLY TAX CREDI T CANNOT EXCEED
FI' VE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR ANY TAXABLE YEAR. | F THE TAX CREDI T UNDER THI S
SECTI ON EXCEEDS THE | NDI VI DUAL' S TAX LI ABILITY, THE EXCESS OF CREDI TS
OVER LI ABI LI TY SHALL NOT BE REFUNDED TO THE TAXPAYER.

(2) VOLUNTEER TAX CREDIT FOR FEDERAL DI SASTER OR EMERGENCY RELI EF.
RESI DENTS MAY CLAIM A TAX CREDIT OF UP TO SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS
FOR CGENERAL VOLUNTEER SERVI CES PERFORMED DURI NG NATI ONAL DI SASTERS OR
EMERGENCI ES FOR THOSE HOURS WORKED | N EXCESS OF TVENTY HOURS. THE HOURS
ACCUMULATED ON FEDERAL EMERGENCIES CAN ONLY BE ACCUMJULATED ON THOSE
ACTI VI TI ES SPECI FI CALLY DEALI NG W TH DI SASTER OR EMERGENCY RELIEF. THE
CREDI T EXPI RES WHEN THE FEDERAL DI SASTER IS NO LONGER DECLARED AN EMER-
GENCY OR THE EMERCGENCY DESI GNATI ON EXPI RES. THE VOLUNTEER TAX CRED T
AVAI LABLE PURSUANT TO TH S PARAGRAPH | S CALCULATED BY MULTI PLYI NG THE
NUMBER OF VOLUNTEER HOURS I N EXCESS OF THE FI RST TWENTY HOURS BY THE
CURRENT M NIMUM WAGE RATE. THE TOTAL YEARLY TAX CREDI T CANNOT EXCEED
SEVEN HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS FOR ANY TAXABLE YEAR |F THE TAX CRED T
UNDER THI' S SECTI ON EXCEEDS THE | NDI VI DUAL' S TAX LI ABI LI TY, THE EXCESS OF
CREDI TS OVER LI ABI LI TY SHALL NOT BE REFUNDED TO THE TAXPAYER. THE VOLUN-
TEER HOURS FOR A FEDERAL DI SASTER OR EMERGENCY MAY BE ADDED TO THE
VOLUNTEER TAX CREDI T FOR GENERAL SERVI CES AVAI LABLE UNDER PARAGRAPH ONE
OF TH S SUBSECTION I F THERE IS | TEM ZED PROOF OF THE HOURS EXPENDED FOR
THE FEDERAL DI SASTER OR EMERGENCY RELI EF AND | TEM ZED PROOF OF SEPARATE
VOLUNTEER HOURS FOR GENERAL SERVI CES. UNLESS AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED | N
SUBSECTI ON (E) OF THIS SECTI ON, THE TOTAL YEARLY COMBI NED TAX CREDI T FOR
GENERAL SERVI CES AND FEDERAL DI SASTER OR EMERGENCY RELI EF SERVI CES NAY
NOT EXCEED ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED FI FTY DCLLARS.

(E) CARRY OVER OR CARRY FORWARD VOLUNTEER TAX CREDI T FOR YOUTH VOLUN-
TEERS AGED SI XTEEN TO TWENTY-ONE. FOR HOURS IN EXCESS OF H GH SCHOOL
COMVUNI TY SERVI CE OR VOLUNTEER REQUI REMENTS FOR GRADUATI NG HI GH SCHOQL,
A VOLUNTEER MAY AGGREGATE H' S OR HER YEARLY CREDI TS FOR UP TO FI VE YEARS
IN VH CH HE OR SHE WAS NOT' A SALARI ED EMPLOYEE. THE YOUTH VOLUNTEER NAY
CARRY FORWARD OR CARRYOVER AND APPLY UP TO TWO THOUSAND FI VE HUNDRED
DOLLARS AS A ONE TI ME DEDUCTI ON TO THE SALARY OF H'S OR HER FI RST FULL-
TIME SALARIED JOB. THE ONE Tl ME AGGREGATE DEDUCTI ON CAN BE CARRI ED OVER
OR CARRI ED FORWARD FOR FI VE YEARS OR UNTIL THE YOUTH VOLUNTEER OBTAI NS
H' S OR HER FI RST FULL-TI ME SALARI ED JOB, WH CHEVER | S SHORTER.

(F) TRANSFER OF YEARLY DEDUCTIONS BY SENIOR CITIZENS OR RETI RED
PERSONS. SENNOR CITIZENS OR RETIRED PERSONS MAY TRANSFER YEARLY
DEDUCTI ONS TO THEI R GRANDCHI LDREN, EXCEPT IN THE TAX YEAR I N WHI CH THE
GRANDCHI LD HAS AGGREGATED HI S OR HER DEDUCTI ON TO APPLY TO H'S OR HER
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FI RST FULL-TI ME SALARIED JOB. | N YEARS AFTER THE GRANDCHI LD HAS OBTAI NED
H'S OR HER FIRST FULL-TIME SALARI ED JOB, THE TOTAL YEARLY DEDUCTI ON FOR
THE GRANDCHI LD MAY NOT EXCEED A TOTAL OF ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS, WH CH
| NCLUDES THE GRANDCHI LD S FI VE HUNDRED DOLLAR CREDI T ADDED TO THE TRANS-
FERABLE CREDI T OF BOTH GRANDPARENTS, WHI CH SHALL NOT EXCEED FI VE HUNDRED
DOLLARS. THE TRANSFERABLE CREDI T MAY BE AGGREGATED UNTI L THE GRANDCHI LD
REACHES THE AGE OF THI RTY YEARS OLD.

(G REGULATIONS OF THE COW SSI ONER. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL DEVELOP
RULES AND REGULATIONS REGARDING A METHOD FOR DOCUMENTI NG THE ACTUAL
PERFORMANCE BY A RESI DENT OF THE HOURS OF GENERAL VOLUNTEER SERVI CE AND
HOURS EXPENDED FOR FEDERAL DI SASTER OR EMERGENCY RELI EF REQUI RED TO
ESTABLI SH ELIA BILITY FOR THE TAX CREDIT AUTHORIZED BY TH'S SECTI ON.
THE COW SSIONER SHALL ALSO |SSUE CERTIFICATES OF ELIGBILITY TO
NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ONS OR ORGANI ZATIONS WHICH ARE ORGANI ZED FOR
CHARI TABLE PURPOSES | F THE COW SSI ONER | S SATI SFI ED, UPON APPLI CATI ON
OF SUCH CORPORATI ON OR ORGANI ZATI ON, THAT SUCH CORPORATI ON OR ORGANI ZA-
TION I S REGULARLY AND EFFECTI VELY PERFORM NG CHARI TABLE WORKS CONSI STENT
WTH THE PURPOCSES FOR WH CH THE SAME WERE | NCORPORATED OR ORGANI ZED.
ONLY GENERAL VOLUNTEER SERVI CES PERFORVED OR HOURS EXPENDED FOR FEDERAL
DI SASTER OR EMERGENCY RELI EF FOR A FEDERAL, STATE OR MUNI Cl PAL AGENCY OR
A CERTI FI ED NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON OR ORGANI ZATI ON SHALL QUALI FY FOR
THE CREDI T AUTHORI ZED BY THI S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect i mediately and shall apply to all
t axabl e years commenci ng after Decenber thirty-first of the year preced-
ing such effective date.



