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STATE OF NEW YORK

4326
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 4, 2013

Introduced by M of A FINCH BUTLER, HAWEY, JOHNS -- read once and
referred to the Commttee on Environmental Conservati on

AN ACT to amend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing a Senior Environnental Corps that would utilize the
expertise of professional seniors for environmental and natura
resource prograns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The environnmental conservation law is anmended by adding a
new article 48 to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 48
SENI OR ENVI RONVENTAL CORPS ACT
SECTI ON 48-0101. SHORT TI TLE.
48-0103. LEQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
48-0105. DEFI NI Tl ONS.
48-0107. CREATI ON OF SENI OR ENVI RONMENTAL CORPS.
48-0109. GOALS OF SENI OR ENVI RONMENTAL CORPS.
48-0111. CREATION OF SENIOR ENVI RONMENTAL CORPS COORDI NATI NG
COUNCI L.
48-0113. DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.
48-0115. VOLUNTEER AGREEMENTS.
S 48-0101. SHORT TI TLE.
THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE KNOAN AND MAY BE CI TED AS THE "SENI OR ENVI ROMN
MENTAL CORPS ACT".
S 48-0103. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
THE LEG SLATURE FI NDS THAT:
(1) ENHANCEMENT AND PROTECTI ON OF THE STATE S ENVI RONVENT DEMANDS MORE
RESOURCES THAN GOVERNMENT FUNDI NG CAN PROVI DE
(2) A CRITICAL UNDERUTILIZED ASSET TO SOCIETY |S THE KNOALEDGE
SKILLS, ABILITIES, AND W SDOM OF OUR EXPANDI NG ABLE SENI OR POPULATI ON,;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(3) CENTRAL TO THE WELL- BEI NG AND CONTI NUED CONNECTI ON TO THE SOCI ETY
OF NEWYORK'S SENTOR CITIZENS | S THE OPPORTUNI TY FOR THEM TO VOLUNTARI LY
CONTI NUE TO PROVI DE MEANI NGFUL CONTRI BUTI ONS AND TO SHARE THEI R PROFES-
SI ONAL TRAI' NI NG, LI FELONG SKI LLS, TALENTS, AND WSDOM W TH NEW YORK' S
Cl TI ZENS;

(4) I'T WLL BENEFIT ALL THE CI TI ZENS OF THE STATE TO CREATE A PARTNER-
SH P BETWEEN OUR SENI OR CI TI ZENS AND THE STATE S NATURAL RESOURCE AGEN-
CI ES TO AUGMVENT QUR CAPABI LI TY TO PROTECT, ENHANCE AND APPRECI ATE THE
ENVI RONIVENT.

S 48-0105. DEFI NI TI ONS.

AS USED IN THI S ARTI CLE:

(1) "AGENCY" MEANS ONE OF THE AGENCI ES OR CORGANI ZATI ONS PARTI ClI PATI NG
IN THE ACTI VI TIES OF THE SENI OR ENVI RONMENTAL CORPS.

(2) " COORDI NATOR' MEANS THE PERSON DESI GNATED BY THE COVM SSI ONER W TH
THE ADVI CE OF THE COUNCIL TO ADM NI STER THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SEN OR
ENVI RONVENTAL CORPS.

(3) "CORPS' MEANS THE SENI OR ENVI RONMENTAL CORPS.

(4) "COUNCIL" MEANS THE SEN OR ENVI RONMENTAL CORPS COORDI NATI NG COUN-
L

(5) "DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON.

(6) "COW SSI ONER' MEANS THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI -
RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON OR THE COMM SSI ONER' S AUTHORI ZED REPRESENTATI VE.

(7) " REPRESENTATI VE' MEANS THE PERSON WHO REPRESENTS AN AGENCY ON THE
COUNCI L AND IS RESPONSI BLE FOR THE ACTIMITIES OF THE SEN OR ENVI RON-
MENTAL CORPS IN H S OR HER AGENCY.

(8) "SENIOR' MEANS ANY PERSON WHO | S FI FTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OVER

(9) "VOLUNTEER' MEANS A PERSON WHO IS W LLI NG TO WORK W THOUT EXPECTA-
TION OF SALARY OR FINANCIAL REWARD, AND WHO CHOOSES WHERE HE OR SHE
PROVI DES SERVI CES AND THE TYPE OF SERVI CES HE OR SHE PROVI DES.

S 48-0107. CREATI ON OF SENI OR ENVI RONMENTAL CORPS.

THE SENI OR ENVI RONMENTAL CORPS | S CREATED W THI N THE DEPARTIMENT. THE
DEPARTMENTS OF HEALTH, EDUCATI ON AND FAM LY ASSI STANCE AND THE OFFI CE OF
AG NG AND THE DI VISION OF VETERANS AFFAI RS SHALL PARTI Cl PATE I N THE
ADM NI STRATI ON AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE CORPS AND EACH SUCH DEPARTMENT,
OFFI CE AND DI VI SI ON SHALL APPO NT THREE REPRESENTATI VES TO THE COUNCI L.
S 48-0109. GOALS OF SENI OR ENVI RONVENTAL CORPS.

THE GOALS OF THE CORPS SHALL BE TO

(1) PROVI DE RESOURCES AND A SUPPORT STRUCTURE TO FACILITATE CORPS
ACTI VI TI ES AND ACCOWPLI SH GOALS;

(2) CARRY OQOUT PROFESSI ONAL AND PARAPROFESSI ONAL PRQIECTS THAT FOCUS
ON CONSERVATI ON, PROTECTI ON, REHABI LI TATION AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE
STATE'S NATURAL, ENVI RONMENTAL AND RECREATI ONAL RESOURCES AND THAT
OTHERW SE WOULD NOT BE | MPLEMENTED BECAUSE OF LIMTED  FI NANCI AL
RESCOURCES,;

(3) PROVI DE MEANI NGFUL OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR SENI OR VOLUNTEERS TO CONTI NUE
TO UTILIZE THEIR PROFESSI ONAL TRAI NI NG LI FELONG SKI LLS, ABI LI TIES,
EXPERI ENCE AND W SDOM THROUGH PARTI Cl PATI ON | N CORPS PROJECTS;

(4) ASSI ST AGENCI ES I N CARRYI NG QUT STATUTORY ASSI GNMVENTS W TH LI M TED
FUNDI NG RESOURCES;

(5) ENHANCE COMMUNI TY UNDERSTANDI NG OF ENVI RONMENTAL | SSUES THROUGH
EDUCATI ONAL OUTREACH; AND

(6) ENHANCE THE STATE' S ABILITY TO PROVI DE NEEDED PUBLI C SERVI CES I N
BOTH URBAN AND RURAL SETTI NGS.

S 48-0111. CREATI ON OF SEN OR ENVI RONMENTAL CORPS COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L.

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONVENE A SENI OR ENVI RONVENTAL CORPS COORDI NATI NG
COUNCI L TO MEET AS NEEDED TO ESTABLI SH AND ASSESS POLI CI ES; DEFI NE STAN-
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DARDS FOR PRQJIECTS, EVALUATE AND SELECT PROQJECTS; DEVELOP RECRU TMENT,
TRAI NI NG AND PLACEMENT PROCEDURES; RECElI VE AND REVI EW PRQIECT STATUS AND
COWPLETI NG REPORTS; AND PROVI DE FOR RECOGNI TI ON OF VOLUNTEER ACTI VI TY.
THE COUNCIL SHALL | NCLUDE SI XTEEN REPRESENTATI VES, W TH THREE REPRESEN-
TATI VES APPO NTED BY THE DEPARTMENTS OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND FAMLY
ASSI STANCE AND THE OFFICE OF AG NG AND THE DI VISION OF VETERANS
AFFAI RS, AND ONE REPRESENTATI VE APPO NTED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THE COUN-
ClL SHALL DEVELOP BYLAWS, POLICIES AND PROCEDURES TO GOVERN | TS ACTI V-
| TI ES.

THE COUNCI L SHALL ADVI SE THE COWM SSI ONER ON DI STRI BUTI ON OF AVAI LABLE
FUNDI NG FOR CORPS ACTI VI TI ES.

S 48-0113. DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.

(1) CONTI NGENT UPON AVAI LABLE FUNDI NG THE DEPARTMENT SHALL:

A. PROVI DE A COORDI NATOR AND STAFF SUPPORT TO THE COUNCI L AS NEEDED;

B. PROVI DE SUPPORT TO THE AGENCI ES FOR RECRU TMENT OF VOLUNTEERS;

C. DEVELOP A BUDGET AND ALLOCATE AVAI LABLE FUNDS WTH ADVICE OF THE
COUNCI L;

D. DEVELOP A WRI TTEN VOLUNTEER AGREEMENT;

E. COLLECT AND MAI NTAIN PROJECT AND VOLUNTEER RECORDS;

F. PROVIDE REPORTS TO THE STATE LEG SLATURE AND THE COUNCI L AS
REQUESTED;

G PROVI DE AGENCY PRQIECT MANAGERS AND VOLUNTEERS W TH ORI ENTATION TO
THE CORPS PROGRAM AND TRAI NI NG I N THE USE OF VOLUNTEERS;

H  ACT AS A LI AISON WTH AND PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON TO OTHER STATES AND
JURI SDI CTI ONS ON THE CORPS PROGRAM AND PROGRAM ACTI VI Tl ES;

| . APPO NT A REPRESENTATI VE TO THE COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L;

J. DEVELOP PRQIECT PROPOSALS;

K. ADM NI STER PROQIECT ACTI VI TIES W THI N THE AGENCY;

L. DEVELOP APPROPRI ATE PROCEDURES FOR THE USE OF VOLUNTEERS;

M PROVI DE PROJECT ORI ENTATI ON, TECHNI CAL TRAI NI NG  SAFETY TRAI NI NG
EQUI PMENT AND SUPPLI ES TO CARRY OQUT PRQIECT ACTI VI TI ES;

N. MAI NTAI N PROJECT RECORDS AND PROVI DE PROJIECT REPORTS;

O APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT GRANTS OR CONTRI BUTI ONS FOR CORPS APPROVED
PRQJIECTS; AND

P. WTH THE APPROVAL OF THE COUNCI L, ENTER | NTO MEMORANDA OF UNDER-
STANDI NG AND COOPERATI VE AGREEMENTS W TH FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL AGEN-
ClES TO CARRY QUT CORPS APPROVED PRQIECTS.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT USE CORPS VOLUNTEERS TO DI SPLACE CURRENT-
LY EMPLOYED WORKERS.

S 48-0115. VOLUNTEER AGREEMENTS.

ALL VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY MUST BE PERFORMED UNDER THE TERMS OF A WRI TTEN
MASTER AGREEMENT APPROVED BY THE COUNCI L AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. AS A
M N MUM THE VOLUNTEER AGREEMENT MUST | NCLUDE A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE WORK
THAT THE VOLUNTEER | S TO PERFORM | NCLUDI NG THE STANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE
REQUI RED, ANY EXPENSES OR OTHER BENEFI TS TO WHI CH THE VOLUNTEER IS TO BE
ENTI TLED, SUCH AS M LEAGE, LODG NG STATE | NDUSTRI AL COVERAGE, UNI FORMS
OR OTHER CLOTHI NG OR SUPPLI ES, TRAI NI NG OR OTHER SUPPORT TO BE PROVI DED
TO THE VOLUNTEER BY THE AGENCY, THE DURATI ON OF THE AGREEMENT, AND THE
TERMS UNDER WHI CH THE AGREEMENT MAY BE CANCELED.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred fiftieth day after
it shall have become a |law, provided that the departnent of environ-
ment al conservation shall pronul gate any rules and regul ati ons necessary
for the tinmely inplenentation of this act on or before such effective
dat e.



