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STATE OF NEW YORK

4261--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 1, 2013

Introduced by M of A RAIA  FINCH MKEVITT, SALADI NO, STEVENSON,

MONTESANO, M LLER, GRAF -- Muilti-Sponsored by -- M of A BARCLAY,
BLANKENBUSH, G GLI O, HAWLEY, JORDAN, MDONOUGH, OAKS, RABBI TT, TED S-
CO, TENNEY -- read once and referred to the Committee on Aging --
commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and

reconmtted to said conmittee

AN ACT directing the office for the aging, in consultation wth the
departrment of health and other entities, to review studi es conducted
on evacuation, disaster and energency preparedness plans at nursing
hones, assisted living facilities and other housing for partly or
whol | y dependent persons and issue regul ations ainmed at correcting any
failings found therein

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Wthin one year of the effective date of this act the New
York state office for the aging, in consultation with the departnment of
heal th, the New York state emergency managenent office, and the New York
state office of public security, shall conduct a conprehensive revi ew of
recommendations mnade in the follow ng reports: the Departnment of Health
and Hurman Services, "Supplenental Information Regarding the Centers for
Medi care & Medicaid Services Enmergency Preparedness Checklist for Health
Care Facilities" (CEl-06-09-00271), (April 13, 2012); the Departnment of
Heal t h and Human Servi ces report "Gaps Continue to Exist in Nursing Hone
Emer gency Pr epar edness and Response Duri ng Di sasters"
( CEl - 06- 09-00270), (March 2012); Manhattan Borough President Scott M
Stringer's Report "No Way Qut An Analysis of the New York State Depart-
nment of Health's Role in Preparing Nursing Homes For Emergencies”
(Decenber 2006); and Richard L. Brodsky chairman, conmttee on corpo-
rations, authorities and commissions "Final Report on New York City
Emer gency Response and Evacuation Plans in the Event of a Wat her-Rel at -
ed Emergency”, (March 23, 2006). Upon such review, such agencies nay
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request any additional supporting information or input from stakehol d-
ers, facility residents, advocacy groups, facility operators and any
government or public entity deenmed rel evant including, but not limted
to the New York state office of long termcare onbudsnman. As part of
this review, such agencies may focus an additional study on the evacu-
ation of nursing hones, assisted living facilities and ot her housing for
partly or wholly dependent persons during Hurricane Sandy with the goa
of devel oping regul ations to address probl ens.

S 2. Wthin one year of the conpletion of such review such agencies
shall issue regulations with regard to state wi de requirenents for evac-
uation, disaster and energency preparedness plans at nursing hones,
assisted living facilities and other housing for partly or wholly
dependent persons.

S 3. The conm ssioner of the departnent of health shall establish and
i npl enent an i nspection system whereby all nursing hones, assisted
living facilities and other housing for partly or wholly dependent
persons are reviewed for conpliance with regul ations pertaining to evac-
uation, disaster and energency preparedness plans every six nonths. The
commi ssi oner of the department of health shall ensure that investigators
conducting inspections are regularly trained on the assessnent of facil-
ities and conpliance with all regulations. Further, such conm ssioner
may increase penalties and fines accessed agai nst any nursing hones,
assisted living facilities and other housing for partly or wholly
dependent persons that fail to conply with regul ations and requirenents
for evacuation, disaster and energency preparedness plans.

S 4. Wthin one year of the effective date of this act the departnent
of health, the New York state energency managenent office and the New
York state office of public security shall study the placenent and nain-
t enance of energency power equipnent in all hospitals, clinics and other
facilities licensed under article 28 of the public health |aw. Wt hin
one year of the effective date of this act such agencies shall prepare a
report including recomrendations and guidelines relative to the exist-
ence, placenent and nmi ntenance of energency power equipnent in such
facilities and any recommendati ons for nodifying or inproving the avail -
ability, use and effectiveness of such equipnent, and a determ nation of
the cost of such inplenentation and i nprovenents. Such report shall be
provi ded to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly, the tenporary
presi dent of the senate, the assenbly mnority | eader, the senate m nor-
ity leader and the chairpersons and ranki ng nenbers of the senate and
assenbly comm ttees on aging and health. Such report shall also be nade
avai lable on any web sites nmintained by the office for the aging, the
departnment of health and other participating agencies.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



