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STATE OF NEW YORK

4134-- A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 1, 2013

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRICGHT -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Education -- reconmtted to the Commttee on Education in
accordance with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- conmmittee discharged, bill
anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said commt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the education |aw and the public health Iaw, in relation
to Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus protection and educa-
tion

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 921 to
read as foll ows:

S 921. MRSA AND OTHER | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASE PROTECTI ON AND EDUCA-
TION. 1. LEGQ SLATIVE | NTENT. THE LEG SLATURE FI NDS AND DETERM NES THAT
METHI Cl LLI N- RESI STANT STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS (MRSA) |S A VERY SERI QUS
HEALTH CONCERN FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. MRSA | S A BACTE-
RI A THAT CAN LEAD TO THE OQUTBREAK OF SERIOUS |INFECTIONS. DUE TO ITS
COVMON RESI STANCE TO MANY MODERN ANTIBIOTICS, |IT IS VERY OFTEN DI FFI CULT
TO TREAT, AND CAN RESULT I N EXTENDED HOSPI TALI ZATI ON, SERI OUS | LLNESS,
AND EVEN DEATH.

THE LEG SLATURE FURTHER FI NDS AND DETERM NES THAT AS A SERIQUS HEALTH
RISK, IT IS | MPORTANT FOR THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO PROMOTE EDUCATI ON AND
AWARENESS ON HOW TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF SUCH | NFECTI QUS DI SEASES AS
MRSA, DEVELOP PROTOCOLS AND PROCEDURES TO HELP AVO D TRANSM SSION OF
MRSA, AND THEREBY PROTECT THE PUBLI C HEALTH OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK. SUCH EDUCATI ON, PROTOCOLS AND PROCEDURES ARE ESPECI ALLY
| MPORTANT WHERE THE RI SKS OF TRANSM SSI ON ARE SI GNI FI CANT, | NCLUDI NG I N
OUR PUBLI C AND PRI VATE SCHOOLS, WHERE SUCH EDUCATION, PROTOCOLS AND
METHODS CAN BE DEPLOYED TO LESSEN THE CHANCE AND RI SK OF | NFECTI ON.

THE LEGQ SLATURE ADDI TI ONALLY FINDS AND DETERM NES THAT ONE AREA I N
VH CH SUCH EDUCATI ON, PROTOCOLS AND METHODS COULD BE ESPECI ALLY USEFUL

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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IS WTH RESPECT TO SCHOOL ATHLETI C FACI LI TI ES AND EVENTS. THE PADDI NG
USED I N SCHOOL ATHLETI C FACI LI TI ES AND EVENTS, ALTHOUGH VERY | MPORTANT
FOR THE SAFETY OF SCHOOL ATHLETES, HAS PROVEN TO BE A MEDI UM VH CH CAN
PERM T THE BREEDI NG OF HARMFUL BACTERI A, | NCLUDI NG MRSA, THAT CAN LEAD
TO | NFECTI QUS AND POTENTI ALLY LI FE- THREATENI NG DI SEASES. W THOUT PROPER
EDUCATI ON, PROTOCOLS AND PROCEDURES, THESE | MPORTANT SAFETY SURFACES CAN
BECOVE CONTAM NATED, EXPOSI NG PARTI Cl PANTS TO THE DANGER OF CONTRACTI NG
| NFECTI ONS AND THE RESULTI NG | LLNESSES. | N WRESTLI NG, | N PARTI CULAR, THE
SKIN TO SKI N CONTACT BETWEEN COWMPETI TORS, AND THE ROUTINE EXPOSURE TO
THESE PADDI NG SURFACES, MAKE THE NEED FOR SUCH EDUCATI ON, PROTOCOLS AND
PROCEDURES ESPECI ALLY | MPORTANT.

THE LEQ SLATURE ALSO FI NDS AND DETERM NES THAT EDUCATI NG STUDENTS AND
THEI R SUPERVI SORS, AND PROMOTI NG THE PUBLI CATI ON OF PROTOCOLS AND PROCE-
DURES, WTH RESPECT TO MRSA, |INFECTIQUS SKIN Dl SEASES, AND HOW TO

PREVENT THEM CAN SIGNI FI CANTLY CURB THEIR SPREAD. BY | NFORM NG
STUDENTS AND COACHES OF THE | MPORTANCE OF GOOD HYA ENE, AMONG OTHER
THI NGS, THE SPREAD OF MRSA CAN BE DRASTI CALLY DI M NI SHED. SHOWERI NG

| MVEDI ATELY AFTER PRACTI CES AND MATCHES HAVE PROVEN TO DECREASE | NCI -
DENCES OF | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASES. THAT BY DIRECTING THE NEW YORK
STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT AND THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
TO WORK TOGETHER TO DEVELOP | MPORTANT EDUCATI QN, PROTOCOLS AND PROCE-
DURES NECESSARY TO ADDRESS TH' S VERY SERI QUS HEALTH CONCERN, AND BY
ENABLI NG SUCH DEPARTMENTS TO ASSI ST SCHOOLS, THEIR ATHLETIC FACILITIES
AND OTHER PUBLIC | NSTITUTIONS, TO HELP PREVENT THE SPREAD OF MRSA AND
I NFECTI QUS SKI' N DI SEASES, THI S LEGQ SLATI ON SEEKS TO PROMOTE THE PUBLIC
HEALTH AND SAFETY OF STUDENTS, ATHLETES, AND THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK.

2. THE METHI Cl LLI N- RESI STANT STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS (MRSA) AND | NFECG
TIQUS SKIN DI SEASE | NFORVATI ONAL PROGRAM THE DEPARTMENT, | N CONSULTA-
TION WTH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, SHALL DEVELOP A MRSA AND | NFECTI QUS
DI SEASE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM THE NMRSA AND | NFECTI QUS DI SEASE EDUCATI ON
PROGRAM SHALL CONSI ST OF A PROGRAM TO DI SSEM NATE | NFORVATI ON, THROUGH
THE DEPARTMENT' S WEBPAGE, THAT DESCRI BES THE CONDI TI ONS THAT CONTRI BUTE
TO MRSA AND | NFECTI QUS DI SEASE. SUCH | NFORVATI ON SO DI SSEM NATED SHALL
ALSO PRESCRIBE CLEANING METHODS, PROTOCOLS AND PROCEDURES THAT CAN
ERADI CATE THE CONTAM NATI ON OF MRSA AND OTHER | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASES.

3. | NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG HEALTH TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
THE DEPARTMENT, |IN CONSULTATION W TH THE NEW YORK PUBLI C H GH SCHOOL
ATHLETI C ASSOCI ATI ON, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, SHALL DEVELOP AN
| NTERSCHOLASTI C  WRESTLI NG HEALTH TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAM WH CH
SHALL CONSI ST OF AN ONLI NE HEALTH TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FOR
| NTERSCHOLASTI C  WRESTLI NG COACHES AND STUDENT ATHLETES PARTI Cl PATI NG I N
| NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG ON THE SUBJECT OF CONDI TI ONS THAT CONTRI BUTE
TO MRSA AND | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASE, AS WELL AS CLEANI NG METHODS, PROTO-
COLS AND PROCEDURES THAT CAN ERADI CATE THE CONTAM NATI ON OF MRSA AND/ OR
OTHER | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASES. COVPLETI ON OF SUCH | NTERSCHOLASTI C W\RES-
TLI NG HEALTH TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAM SHALL BE MANDATORY FOR ALL
| NTERSCHOLASTI C  WRESTLI NG COACHES AND STUDENT ATHLETES PARTI Cl PATI NG I N
| NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG ON AN ANNUAL BASI S. THE TRAINING MJST BE
COWPLETED W TH N TWO WEEKS OF THE COMVENCEMENT OF PRACTI CES OR PRI OR TO
PARTI Cl PATI ON | N ANY | NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG SCRI MVAGE, NMATCH, OR
TOURNAMENT, VWH CHEVER IS SOONER. ANY STUDENT NOT | N COVPLI ANCE SHALL BE
BARRED FROM PARTI Cl PATION UNTIL SuCH TIME THE STUDENT COMVES WTHI N
COWLIANCE WTH TH S SECTI O\ THE | NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG HEALTH
TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAM SHALL BE PLATFORMED UPON A WEBSI TE SPON-
SORED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAI NTAIN AN ON- LI NE
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REG STRY CONTAI NI NG THE NAMES OF ALL STUDENTS AND COACHES WHO HAVE
CERTI FI ED COVPLETI ON OF THE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM

4. REGULATIONS. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO PROMUL-
GATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF METHI ClLLI N-RESI S-
TANT STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS ( MRSA) .

5. DEFINITIONS. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON MRSA SHALL MEAN METHI Cl L-
LI N- RESI STANT STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS.

S 2. The public health |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 2111-a
to read as foll ows:

S 2111-A. NMRSA AND | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASE PROTOCOL AND EDUCATI ON. 1.
THE METHI ClI LLI N RESI STANT STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS (MRSA) AND | NFECTI QUS
SKI' N DI SEASE | NFORVATI ONAL PROGRAM THE DEPARTMENT, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH
THE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT, SHALL DEVELOP A NMRSA AND |INFECTIQUS SKIN
DI SEASE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM THE MRSA AND | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASE EDUCA-
TI ON PROGRAM SHALL CONSI ST OF A PROGRAM TO DI SSEM NATE | NFORMATI ON,
THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT'S WEBPAGE, THAT DESCRI BES THE CONDI TI ONS THAT
CONTRI BUTE TO MRSA AND | NFECTI QUS SKIN DI SEASE. SUCH | NFORMATION SO
DI SSEM NATED SHALL ALSO PRESCRI BE CLEANI NG METHODS, PROTOCOLS AND PROCE-
DURES THAT CAN ERADI CATE THE CONTAM NATI ONS OF MRSA AND OTHER | NFECTI QUS
SKIN DI SEASES. THE PAGE MAI NTAI NED BY THE DEPARTMENT, UPON WH CH THE
MRSA AND | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM SHALL BE PLATFORMVED,
SHALL ALSO CONTAIN A DOMLOADABLE FACT SHEET ON MRSA, | TS ORI G NS,
TREATMENT AND PREVENTI ON.

2. | NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG HEALTH TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
THE DEPARTMENT, I N CONSULTATION W TH THE NEW YORK PUBLI C H GH SCHOOL
ATHLETI C ASSQOCI ATI ON, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON, SHALL ASSIST |IN
DEVELOPI NG AN | NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG HEALTH TRAI Nl NG AND EDUCATI ON
PROGRAM WHI CH SHALL CONSI ST OF AN ONLI NE HEALTH TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON
PROGRAM FOR | NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG COACHES AND STUDENT ATHLETES
PARTI Cl PATI NG | N | NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG ON THE SUBJECT OF CONDI TI ONS
THAT CONTRI BUTE TO MRSA AND | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASE, AS WELL AS CLEAN NG
METHODS, PROTOCOLS AND PROCEDURES THAT CAN ERADI CATE THE CONTAM NATI ON
OF MRSA AND/ OR OTHER | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASES WHI CH SHALL BE HOSTED ON
THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT WEBPAGE. COWPLETI ON OF SUCH | NTERSCHO-
LASTI C WRESTLI NG HEALTH TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAM SHALL BE MANDATO
RY FOR ALL | NTERSCHOLASTIC WRESTLING COACHES AND STUDENT ATHLETES
PARTI Cl PATI NG | N | NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG

3. PONERS OF THE DEPARTMENT. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, | N CONSULTATI ON
W TH THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT, PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS
REGARDI NG THE CEASING OF PARTICIPATION I N, AND RESUMPTI ON OF PARTI C-
| PATION IN, | NTERSCHOLASTI C WRESTLI NG PRACTI CES AND COVPETI TI ONS, WHEN A
STUDENT HAS CONTRACTED AN | NFECTI QUS SKI N DI SEASE. SUCH RULES AND REGUJ
LATIONS SHALL SPECIFY WHEN A STUDENT ATHLETE SHALL DI SCONTI NUE PARTI C-
| PATI ON, AS WELL AS DEFI NE THE PROTOCOLS, REQUI REMENTS AND TIM NG FOR
THE RESUMPTI ON OF PARTI CI PATI ON | N SUCH ATHLETI C CONTESTS.

4. REGULATIONS. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO PROMUL-
GATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF METHI ClLLI N-RESI S-
TANT STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS ( MRSA) .

5. DEFINITIONS. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON MRSA SHALL MEAN METHI Cl L-
LI N- RESI STANT STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS.

S 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2014; provided however that
effective immedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date is authorized and directed to be nade and conpleted on or
bef ore such effective date.



