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January 9, 2013

Introduced by M of AL DINONTZ -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Consuner Affairs and Protection

AN ACT to anmend the general business law, in relation to requiring debt
collectors to informdebtors that witten comuni cations are avail abl e
in large print fornat

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 600 of +the general business |aw is anended by
addi ng three new subdivisions 4, 5 and 6 to read as foll ows:

4. "COMMUNI CATI ON' SHALL MEAN THE CONVEYI NG OF | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG A
DEBT DI RECTLY OR | NDI RECTLY TO ANY PERSON THROUGH ANY MEDI UM

5. "DEBT" MEANS ANY OBLI GATI ON OR ALLEGED OBLI GATI ON OF A CONSUMER TO
PAY MONEY ARISING OUT OF A TRANSACTION IN WH CH THE MONEY, PROPERTY,
| NSURANCE, OR SERVI CES WHICH ARE THE SUBJECT OF THE TRANSACTION ARE
PRIMARILY FOR PERSONAL, FAMLY, OR HOUSEHOLD PURPCSES, WHETHER OR NOT
SUCH OBLI GATI ON HAS BEEN REDUCED TO JUDGVENT.

6. "DEBT COLLECTOR' MEANS AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO, AS PART OF H'S OR HER
JOB, REGULARLY COLLECTS OR ATTEMPTS TO COLLECT DEBTS: (A) OWED OR DUE OR
ASSERTED TO BE OAED OR DUE TO ANOTHER; OR (B) OBTAI NED BY, OR ASSI GNED
TO, SUCH PERSON, FI RM OR CORPCRATI ON, THAT ARE | N DEFAULT WHEN OBTAI NED
OR ACQUI RED BY SUCH PERSON, FI RM OR CORPORATI ON.

S 2. The general business |law is anended by addi ng a new section 601-a
to read as foll ows:

S 601-A LARGE PRINT NOTICES. 1. EACH AND EVERY PRI NClI PAL CREDI TOR OR
DEBT COLLECTOR SHALL, IN EACH INTIAL COVWUN CATION, CLEARLY AND
CONSPI CUOUSLY DI SCLOSE TO THE DEBTOR THAT WRI TTEN COVMUNI CATI ONS FROM
THE PRI NClI PAL CREDI TOR OR DEBT COLLECTOR MAY BE RECEIVED IN A LARGE
PRI NT FORMAT. UPON WRI TTEN REQUEST BY A DEBTOR, THE PRI NCl PAL CREDI TOR
OR DEBT COLLECTOR MUST PROVI DE ANY WRI TTEN COVMUNI CATION SENT TO THE
DEBTOR | N THE LARGE PRI NT FORMAT.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, LARGE PRI NT FORMAT SHALL MEAN A
PRI NTED FONT SI ZE OF S| XTEEN OR LARCGER

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 602 of the general business |aw, as
added by chapter 753 of the laws of 1973, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Except as otherw se provided by Iaw, any person who [shall viol ate]
VI OLATES the terms OF SECTION SI X HUNDRED ONE of this article [shall be]
IS guilty of a mi sdeneanor, and each such violation shall be deened a
separate of fense. A VIOLATI ON BY ANY PERSON OF SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED
ONE-A OF TH'S ARTICLE, IF SUCH VI OLATION CONSTITUTES THE FIRST SUCH
OFFENSE BY SUCH PERSON, |'S PUNI SHABLE BY A CIVIL PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED
TWO HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS. THE SECOND OFFENSE AND ANY OFFENSE COWM TTED
THEREAFTER 1S PUN SHABLE BY A CIVIL PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED FlI VE HUNDRED
DOLLARS.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



