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I N ASSEMBLY
January 22, 2013

Introduced by M of A WRIGHT, GICK RIVERA O DONNELL, JACOBS, KELL-
NER, JAFFEE, KAVANAGH -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A BOYLAND, BREN
NAN, CAHI LL, CLARK, COLTON, HOOPER, LAVINE, V. LOPEZ, M LLMAN, PERRY,
ROBI NSON, ROSENTHAL, SCARBOROUGH, WEI SENBERG -- read once and referred
to the Comm ttee on Social Services

AN ACT to amend the social services law, in relation to establishing
rental vouchers for working famlies

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 5 of the social services |law is anended by addi ng

anewtitle 8-Ato read as foll ows:
TI TLE 8- A
RENTAL VOUCHERS FOR WORKI NG FAM LI ES

SECTI ON 310. DEFI NI Tl ONS.

311. APPLI CATI ON.

312. ELIGBILITY.

313. RENTAL PAYMENTS.

314. NMAI NTENANCE OF EFFORT.

S 310. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S TI TLE:

1. THE TERM "FAM LY" SHALL MEAN A FAM LY THAT | NCLUDES AN | NDI VI DUAL
VWHO HAS NOT ATTAI NED ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE, OR HAS NOT ATTAI NED NI NETEEN
YEARS OF AGE AND IS A FULL-TI ME STUDENT I N A SECONDARY SCHOOL OR I N THE
EQUI VALENT LEVEL OF VOCATI ONAL OR TECHNI CAL TRAI NI NG

2. THE TERM "1 NCOVE" SHALL MEAN | NCOVE FROM ALL SOURCES OF EACH MEMBER
OF THE HOUSEHOLD.

3. THE TERM "ADJUSTED | NCOVE" SHALL MEAN THE AMOUNT OF | NCOVE OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE FAMLY RESIDING IN A DWELLING UNIT, AFTER ANY OF THE
FOLLOW NG REQUI RED | NCOVE EXCLUSI ONS FROM ANNUAL | NCOVE:

(A) FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR ANY FAM LY CONTAI NI NG AN ELDERLY OR DI SA-
BLED FAM LY MEMBER,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(B) THE AMOUNT BY VWHI CH THREE PERCENT OF THE ANNUAL FAM LY INCOVE 1S
EXCEEDED BY THE SUM OF UNREI MBURSED MEDI CAL EXPENSES FOR ANY ELDERLY OR
DI SABLED FAM LY MEMBER OR THE AMOUNT BY VWH CH THREE PERCENT OF THE ANNU-
AL FAMLY INCOVE IS EXCEEDED BY THE SUM OF UNREI MBURSED REASONABLE
ATTENDANT CARE AND AUXI LI ARY APPARATUS EXPENSES FOR EACH DI SABLED MEMBER
OF THE FAM LY TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO ENABLE ANY MEMBER OF SUCH FAM -
LY (1 NCLUDI NG SUCH DI SABLED FAM LY MEMBER) TO BE EMPLOYED;

(© ANY REASONABLE CHI LD CARE EXPENSE | NCURRED NECESSARY TO ENABLE A
FAM LY MEMBER TO BE EMPLOYED OR TO FURTHER HI S OR HER EDUCATI ON,

(D) FOUR HUNDRED EI GHTY DOLLARS FOR EACH MEMBER OF THE FAM LY RESI DI NG
IN THE HOUSEHOLD WHO | S LESS THAN EI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR IS ATTENDI NG
H GH SCHOOL OR VOCATI ONAL TRAI NI NG ON A FULL-TIME BASIS, OR WHO | S EI G+
TEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND | S A PERSON W TH A DI SABI LI TY;

(E) ANY PAYMENT MADE BY A MEMBER OF THE FAM LY FOR THE SUPPORT AND
MAI NTENANCE OF ANY CHI LD WHO DCES NOT RESIDE IN THE HOUSEHOLD, EXCEPT
THAT THE AMOUNT EXCLUDED UNDER TH' S PARAGRAPH MAY NOT EXCEED FOUR
HUNDRED EI GHTY DOLLARS FOR EACH CHI LD FOR WHOM SUCH PAYMENT | S MADE;

(F) ANY PAYMENTS MADE BY A MEMBER CF THE FAM LY FOR THE SUPPORT AND
MAI NTENANCE OF ANY SPOUSE OR FORVER SPOUSE WHO DOES NOT RESI DE IN THE
HOUSEHOLD, EXCEPT THAT THE AMOUNT EXCLUDED UNDER THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL
NOT' EXCEED THE LESSER OF EI THER THE AMOUNT THAT SUCH FAM LY MEMBER HAS A
LEGAL OBLI GATI ON TO PAY OR FI VE HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS FOR EACH | NDI VI D
UAL FOR VHOM SUCH PAYMENT | S MADE; AND

(G THE AMOUNT OF ANY EARNED | NCOVE OF A MEMBER OF THE FAM LY RESI DI NG
I N THE HOUSEHOLD WHO | S NOT ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND WHO IS
NOI THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD OR THE SPOUSE OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSE-
HCLD.

S 311. APPLI CATI ON. APPLI CATI ON FOR RENTAL VOUCHERS FOR WORKI NG FAM -
LIES MAY BE MADE AT THE APPROPRI ATE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT OR ANY
FACI LI TATED ENROLLMENT SI TE AUTHORI ZED BY THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND
DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE TO TAKE SUCH APPLI CATI ONS.

S 312. ELIGBILITY. 1. TO THE EXTENT THAT FUNDS ARE AVAI LABLE, FAM -
LI ES SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR RENTAL VOUCHERS FOR WORKI NG FAM LI ES | F:

(A) THE FAM LY | NCOVE DOES NOT EXCEED TWDO HUNDRED PERCENT OF THE
FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL,

(B) THE FAM LY WOULD MEET THE MANDATORY WORK REQUI REMENTS ESTABLI SHED
I N SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED THI RTY-FI VE-B OF TH S ARTI CLE;

(© THE FAM LY IS NOT I N RECEI PT OF TEMPORARY ASSI| STANCE;

(D) THE RENTAL OBLI GATION FOR THE FAMLY IS NOI MORE THAN NI NETY
PERCENT OF THE FAIR MARKET RENT FOR THE LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT
AS ESTABLI SHED BY THE UNI TED STATES OFFI CE OF HOUSI NG AND URBAN DEVELCOP-
VENT; AND

(E) THE RENTAL UNIT FOR THE FAM LY IS HABI TABLE, SAFE AND DCES NOT
HAVE A RECORD OF HAZARDOUS CONDI TI ONS.

2. SHOULD THE EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF A HOUSEHOLD MEMBER CHANGE SUCH THAT
THE FAM LY NO LONGER MEETS THE MANDATORY WORK REQUI REMENTS ESTABLI SHED
I N SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED THI RTY-FIVE-B OF THS ARTICLE, THE HOUSEHOLD
SHALL BE ALLOWNED TO CONTI NUE TO RECElI VE A RENTAL VOUCHER FOR UP TO THREE
MONTHS WH LE THE FAMLY ATTEMPTS TO COVE | NTO COVMPLI ANCE W TH SUCH
MANDATORY WORK REQUI REMENTS. | F, AFTER THREE MONTHS, THE FAM LY REMAI NS
QUT OF COWVPLI ANCE WTH SUCH MANDATORY WORK REQUI REMENTS, THE RENTAL
VOUCHER SHALL NO LONGER BE PROVI DED TO SUCH FAM LY AND THE FAM LY SHALL
BE REFERRED TO ALTERNATI VE ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS TO MEET THEIR BASIC
NEEDS. PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT THE LOSS OF A RENTAL VOUCHER FOR FAI LURE
TO COVPLY W TH SUCH MANDATORY WORK REQUI REMENTS SHALL NOT PRECLUDE THE
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FAMLY' S ELIGBILITY FOR A RENTAL VOUCHER SHOULD THEY MEET THE MANDATORY
WORK REQUI REMENTS | N THE FUTURE.

3. FAMLIES IN RECEIPT OF A RENTAL VOUCHER SHALL BE REQUI RED TO
PROVI DE THE LOCAL SOCI AL SERVICES DISTRICT WTH NOTICE OF CHANGES |IN
| NCOVE OR EMPLOYMENT STATUS W THI N ONE MONTH OF SUCH CHANGE. FAM LI ES
SHALL BE RECERTI FI ED FOR THE RENTAL VOUCHER PROGRAM AT LEAST EVERY SIX
MONTHS. SUCH RECERTI FI CATI ON SHALL NOT REQUI RE A FACE- TO FACE | NTER-
VI EW

S 313. RENTAL PAYMENTS. FAM LI ES SHALL PAY AS RENT FOR A DWELLING UNI'T
ASS| STED W TH A RENTAL VOUCHER THE HI GHEST OF THE FOLLOW NG AMOUNTS:

1. THIRTY PERCENT OF THE FAMLY'S MONTHLY ADJUSTED | NCOVE; OR

2. TEN PERCENT OF THE FAM LY'S MONTHLY | NCOVE.

S 314. MAI NTENANCE OF EFFORT. TO THE EXTENT ALLOMBLE UNDER FEDERAL
LAW STATE FUNDING FOR RENTAL VOUCHERS FOR WORKI NG FAM LI ES SHALL BE
UTI LI ZED TO MEET THE FEDERALLY MANDATED MAI NTENANCE OF EFFORT FOR THE
TEMPORARY ASS| STANCE FOR NEEDY FAM LI ES BLOCK GRANT.

S 2. This act shall take effect April 1, 2014.



