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read once and referred to the Conmttee on Health

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to the religious
exenption from mandat ory i muni zati ons for students

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This legislation is not intended to detract fromthe public
health purpose of school imunization |egislation. The |aw has | ong
recogni zed the right of parents to decline to have their children i mmun-
i zed on the basis of religious beliefs. This legislation is intended to
protect parents from inappropriate and intrusive inquiry into their
beliefs by governnment authorities.

S 2. Subdivision 9 of section 2164 of the public health |aw, as sepa-
rately anended by chapters 405 and 538 of the |aws of 1989, is anended
to read as foll ows:

9. This section shall not apply to [children] A CH LD whose parent,
parents, or guardian [hold] HOLDS genui ne and sincere religious beliefs
which are contrary to the practices herein required, and no certificate
shall be required as a prerequisite to [such children] THE CHI LD bei ng
adm tted or received into school or attending school WHERE THE PARENT
PARENTS OR GUARDIAN SUBM TS AN AFFIDAVIT STATING THAT THE PARENT
PARENTS OR GUARDI AN HOLDS SUCH GENUI NE AND SINCERE RELI G QUS BELIEFS.
THE PARENT, PARENTS OR GUARDI AN SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO SPECI FY OR
ELABORATE ON THE NATURE, GENUI NENESS OR SINCERITY OF THE RELIQ OUS
BELI EF OR BE SUBJECT TO ANY FURTHER | NQUI RY

S 3. Subdivision 9 of section 2165 of the public health |aw, as added
by chapter 405 of the laws of 1989, is anended to read as foll ows:

9. This section shall not apply to a person who holds genuine and
sincere religious beliefs which are contrary to the practices herein

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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required, and no certificate shall be required as a prerequisite to such
person being admtted or received into or attending an institution WHERE
THE PERSON SUBM TS AN AFFI DAVI T STATI NG THAT THE PERSON HOLDS SUCH GENU-
INE AND SINCERE RELI G QUS BELI EFS. THE PERSON SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO
SPECI FY OR ELABORATE ON THE NATURE, GENU NENESS OR SINCERITY OF THE
RELI G QUS BELI EF OR BE SUBJECT TO ANY FURTHER | NQUI RY.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



