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2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 15, 2013

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRIGHT -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
V. LOPEZ, ROBINSON -- read once and referred to the Conmittee on
Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to transporta-
tion of animals in a notor vehicle

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature hereby finds that
animals riding unrestrained or inadequately restrained in open conpart-
ments of notor vehicles are injured and killed when they fall or junp
from such vehicles, when they are throwmm fromthe vehicle and hit by
oncomng traffic, and when they are strangled or dragged beneath the
vehicle in which they were travelling. In addition to the obvious safety
threat to animls posed by this node of transportation, animals riding
in this manner pose a substantial threat to the safety of drivers and
passengers in other vehicles, as well as pedestrians. An animl that
junmps or is thrown froma notor vehicle creates a traffic hazard which
even the nost careful and astute driver nay be unable to avoid. Drivers
and passengers can be injured or killed when an animal ejected from
anot her vehicle hits their wndshield or forces them to drive in an
erratic fashion to avoid a collision. Pedestrians are at obvious risk as
well as vulnerable victins of these sorts of traffic disturbances.

S 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by addi ng a new section
1222-a to read as foll ows:

S 1222- A, TRANSPORTATI ON OF ANI MALS; ENCLOSURE AND RESTRAI NT. 1. NO
PERSON SHALL OPERATE A MOTOR VEH CLE ON A PUBLI C H GHWAY WHI LE TRANS-
PORTI NG AN ANl MAL | N AN OPEN, UNCOVERED AREA OF SUCH VEHI CLE WHEN SUCH
AREA | S | NTENDED FOR ANY LOAD, UNLESS:

(A) SUCH AREA |S ENTIRELY ENCLOSED W TH SIDE AND TAIL RACKS TO A
HElI GHT SUFFI CI ENT TO ENSURE THAT THE ANI MAL CANNOT FALL, BE THROMW OR
JUWP FROM THE MOTOR VEHI CLE, BUT I N NO CASE SHALL SUCH RACK BE LESS THAN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FORTY- S| X | NCHES EXTENDI NG VERTI CALLY FROM THE FLOOR OF THE OPEN AREA TO
THE TOP OF THE RACKS; OR

(B) SUCH ANI MAL IS SECURED | N A CAGE OR OTHER CONTAI NER WHI CH PROVI DES
SUFFI CI ENT  VENTI LATI ON, PROTECTI ON FROM THE ELEMENTS AND ADEQUATE SPACE
TO ENSURE THE SAFETY AND COMFORT OF THE ANI MAL, AND THAT PREVENTS SUCH
ANl MAL FROM BEI NG THROMW, FALLI NG FROM OR JUMPI NG FROM THE MOTOR VEHI -
CLE. SUCH CAGE OR CONTAI NER SHALL BE SECURED TO THE MOTOR VEH CLE |IN
SUCH A MANNER AS TO PREVENT | T FROM FALLI NG FROM SUCH VEH CLE OR FROM
MOVI NG | N SUCH VEH CLE I N A MANNER WHI CH CREATES A SUBSTANTI AL RISK OF
| NJURY TO THE ANl MAL TRANSPORTED THEREI N.

2. ANY PERSON WHO VI OLATES THE PROVI SIONS OF SUBDI VI SION ONE CF TH S
SECTI ON SHALL BE PUNI SHED BY A CIVIL FINE OF NOT LESS THAN TWENTY- FI VE
NOR MORE THAN SEVENTY- FI VE DCLLARS.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of November next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



