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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by M of A TITUS -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Consuner Affairs and Protection

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to posting of alcoho
consunption warni ng signs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The legislature finds that several reports have indicated
that fetal al cohol syndrome (FAS), caused by the consunption of al cohol -
i c beverages while pregnant, is the |eading cause of birth defects and
mental retardation in the United States. As many as twel ve thousand
infants are born each year with FAS and three tinmes as nany have al co-
hol -rel ated neurodevel opnental disorder (ARND). For the past thirty
years, the rate of pregnant wonen drinking heavy alcohol anobunts has
risen over fifty percent. Nationw de, of the four mllion wonmen who get
pregnant each year, over three quarters of a mllion drink alcoho
during pregnancy. FAS, ARND, along with [earning disabilities, attention
deficit disorder, hyperactivity, aggressiveness, and viol ent tendencies
are the nost common nal functi ons anong al cohol -rel ated births. They are
lifelong disorders that result in brain damage, facial abnormalities,
growt h deficiencies and central nervous system dysfunction in wunborn
chi | dren. This illness al so causes heart defects, epilepsy, liver or
ki dney di sease, abuse and negl ect. Wonen who drink al cohol while preg-
nant are at high risk of having m scarriages and devel opi ng their own
heart probl enms, which could pass along to their offspring.

S 2. The public health law is anmended by adding a new section 2503-a
to read as foll ows:

S 2503-A ALCOHOL CONSUMPTI ON; WARNI NG SIGNS. 1. THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL PREPARE, HAVE PRI NTED AND DI STRIBUTE ACROSS THE STATE TO ALL
PERSONS W TH A LI CENSE TO SELL ANY ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE FOR CONSUMPTI ON ON
THE PREM SES, A SIGN OR POSTER W TH CONSPI CUCUS LETTERI NG THAT PROVI DES

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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| NFORMATI ON ON THE DANGERS OF THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGES
VH LE PREGNANT.

2. ALL PERSONS WTH A LICENSE TO SELL ANY ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE FOR
CONSUMPTI ON ON THE PREM SES SHALL DI SPLAY IN A CONSPI CUOUS PLACE THE
SI GN OR POSTER UPON RECEI VING | T FROM THE COW SSI ONER.

3. ANY PERSON WTH SUCH A LICENSE WHO VI OLATES THE PROVI SI ONS OF
SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI'S SECTI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A FI NE NOT TO EXCEED
ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



