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STATE OF NEW YORK

10109
I N ASSEMBLY
June 13, 2014

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Rosenthal)
-- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the social services |law and the transportation |aw,
relation to the interagency coordinating comrittee on rural pub
transportation

in
ic

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 4 of section 365-h of
the social services |law, as added by section 20 of part B of chapter 109
of the Iaws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

The comm ssioner of health is authorized to assunme responsibility from
a local social services official for the provision and rei nbursenent of
transportation costs wunder this section. If the conm ssioner elects to
assume such responsibility, the commissioner shall notify the |oca
social services official in witing as to the election, the date upon
whi ch the el ection shall be effective and such information as to transi-
tion of responsibilities as the conm ssioner deens prudent. The commi s-
sioner is authorized to contract with a transportati on manager or manag-
ers to manage transportation services in any |local social services
district. Any transportati on nanager or nanagers sel ected by the comm s-
sioner to nanage transportation services shall have proven experience in
coordi nating transportation services in a geographic and denographic
area simlar to the area in New York state within which the contractor
woul d nanage the provision of services wunder this section. Such a
contract or contracts may include responsibility for: review, approval
and processing of transportation orders; managenent of the appropriate
| evel of transportation based on docunented patient nedical need; and
devel opnent of new technologies leading to efficient transportation
services. |If the commi ssioner elects to assune such responsibility from
a local social services district, the conm ssioner shall examne and[,
if appropriate,] adopt quality assurance neasures that may include, but
are not limted to, global positioning tracking system reporting
requi renents and service verification nechanisns. Any and all reinburse-
ment rates devel oped by transportation managers under this subdivision

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SHALL | NCLUDE RATES FOR PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON THAT REFLECT THE COST TO
PROVIDE SERVICE TO ELIGBLE |INDIVIDUALS AND shall be subject to the
revi ew and approval of the conmm ssioner. |N REVIEWNG THE RElI MBURSEMENT
RATES DEVELOPED BY TRANSPORTATI ON MANAGERS, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL
CONSULT W TH LOCAL OFFI Cl ALS RESPONSI BLE FOR PUBLI C TRANSPORTATION IN
THE AFFECTED COUNTY AND THE | NTERAGENCY COORDI NATI NG COW TTEE ON RURAL
PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON AS DEFINED |IN SECTION SEVENTY-THREE-D OF THE
TRANSPORTATI ON LAW Notwi thstanding any inconsistent provision of
sections one hundred twelve and one hundred sixty-three of +the state
finance law, or section one hundred forty-two of the econom c devel op-
ment |aw, or any other law, the comm ssioner is authorized to enter into
a contract or contracts under this subdivision without a conpetitive bid
or request for proposal process, provided, however, that:

S 2. Section 73-d of the transportation |aw, as anended by chapter 562
of the laws of 1987, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 73-d. Interagency coordinating commttee on rural public transporta-
tion. 1. There is hereby created a conmittee to be known as the "intera-
gency coordinating commttee on rural public transportation”, to be
conprised of [nineteen] SIXTEEN nmenbers. The comm ssioner or his or her
desi gnee shall serve as chairperson. [Twelve] EIGHT of such nenbers
shall be the following or his or her duly designated representative: the
director of the office for the aging; the conm ssioner of education; the
conmi ssioner of |abor; the conmm ssioner of health; the conmm ssioner of
the office of nmental health; the comm ssioner of the office [of nental
retardati on and] FOR PEOPLE W TH devel opnental disabilities; the comm s-
sioner of social services; [state advocate for the disabled; secretary
of state;] AND THE conmi ssioner of agriculture and narkets[; the direc-
tor of the office of rural affairs and the director of the division for
youth]. [Six] ElIGHT additional nmenbers, all of whomshall be transpor-
tation providers or consuners representing rural counties shall be
appointed to serve a termof three years as follows: [two] THREE by the
presi dent pro-tenpore of the senate, [two] THREE by the speaker of the
assenbly, one by the mnority |leader of the senate, and one by the
mnority leader of the assenbly. Efforts shall be nade to provide a
broad representation of consunmers and providers of transportation
services in rural counties when maki ng such appoi ntnents. Menbers of
the conmittee shall receive no salary.

The comm ssioner shall cause the departnent to provide staff assist-
ance necessary for the efficient and effective operation of the commt-
t ee.

2. The conm ttee shall

A. identify progranms and the annual anounts and sources of funds from
such prograns that are eligible to be used to support a coordi nated
public transportation service, and the annual anmounts and sources of
such funds that are actually used for client transportation or for
transportation of persons in connection with agency-affiliated prograns
or services; such data shall be provided on a county basis;

b. identify restrictions on existing prograns that inhibit funds from
such progranms being used to pay for a coordinated public transportation
service in rural counties;

c. recomrend changes in state or local |aws or regul ations that would
i nprove the coordination of funds, facilities, vehicles or equipnent and
ot her resources used for transportation at the |ocal |evel;

d. upon request, conpile and forward to the conm ssioner any data or
other information required by this section.
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3. THE COW TTEE SHALL BE REQUI RED TO REPORT TO THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR BI AN-
NUALLY BEGQ NNI NG OCTOBER FIRST, TWO THOUSAND FOURTEEN REGARDI NG THE
MANAGEMENT OF NON- EMERGENCY MEDI CAl D TRANSPORTATION I N RURAL AREAS AS
DEFI NED BY SECTION FOUR HUNDRED ElI GHTY- ONE OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW THI S
SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO, A BREAKDOAWN BY COUNTY OF COST
SAVI NGS, MODES OF TRANSPORTATI ON PROVIDED TO MEDI CAI D PATI ENTS, AND
RATES OF UTI LI ZATI ON OF PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON.

4. THE COW TTEE SHALL BE REQUIRED TO EXAM NE REI MBURSEMENT RATES
DEVELOPED BY TRANSPORTATI ON MANAGERS PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR OF
SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED S| XTY- FI VE-H OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW FOR COUN-
TIES WTH A POPULATI ON OF TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND OR LESS. THE COW TTEE
SHALL SUBM T RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR PROPOSED AND EFFECTI VE RATES FOR RURAL
COWUNI TIES TO THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH W TH RECOVMVENDATI ONS | NCLUD-
NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, ADJUSTMENTS TO | NDI VI DUAL RI DERSHI P FARES FOR
PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON UTI LI ZATI ON, RATES FOR LOW COST COORDI NATED TRANS-
PORTATION WTH OTHER HUMAN SERVICE AGENCIES, AND RATES FOR PRI VATE
TRANSPORTATI ON W TH CONSI DERATI ONS OF AVAI LABI LI TY AND COST SAVI NGS.

THE COWVM SSI ONER OF HEALTH SHALL CONSULT WTH THE COW TTEE PRIOR TO
APPROVAL OF RATES PROPOCSED UNDER SUBDIVISION FOUR OF SECTI ON THREE
HUNDRED SI XTY- FI VE OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW FOR COUNTIES WTH A POPU-
LATION OF TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND OR LESS. ANY PROPCSAL FOR A RATE ADJUST-
MENT FOR RURAL COVMUNI TI ES AFTER APPROVAL SHALL BE EXAM NED BY THE
COW TTEE PRI OR TO APPROVAL BY THE COWM SSI ONER.

S 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately; provided that the anend-
nments to the openi ng paragraph of subdivision 4 of section 365-h of the
soci al services | aw made by section one of this act shall not affect the
repeal of such section and shall expire and be deened repeal ed there-
with.



