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Introduced by Sen. MARCELLINO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be commtted to the Conmittee on Cultural Affairs,
Tourism Parks and Recreation

AN ACT to amend the navigation law, in relation to providing an
exenption fromcertain | aws for operators of |aw enforcenment vessels
respondi ng to energencies on the navigable waters of the state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The navigation |law is anended by adding a new section 39-b
to read as foll ows:

S 39-B. LAW ENFORCEMENT VESSELS. 1. THE OPERATOR OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT
VESSEL, WHEN | NVOLVED | N AN EMERGENCY OPERATI ON ON THE NAVI GABLE WATERS
OF THE STATE, MAY EXERCI SE THE PRI VI LEGES SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SI ON TWO
OF THI S SECTI ON, BUT SUBJECT TO THE CONDI TI ONS SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SI ONS
THREE AND FOUR OF THI S SECTI ON.

2. THE OPERATOR OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT VESSEL MAY DI SREGARD ANY LAW
RULE OR REGULATION OF TH'S STATE OR ANY LOCAL LAW OR ORDI NANCE OF A
MUNI Cl PALI TY OF THI S STATE GOVERNI NG THE MOVEMENT OR TURNI NG OF VESSELS
UPON SUCH NAVI GABLE WATERS.

3. THE PRI VI LEGES GRANTED TO THE OPERATOR OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT VESSEL
PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL APPLY ONLY WHEN AUDIBLE SIGNALS ARE
SOUNDED FROM ANY SUCH VESSEL WHI LE I N MOTI ON BY BELL, HORN, SIREN, ELEC
TRONIC DEVICE OR EXHAUST WH STLE AS MAY BE REASONABLY NECESSARY, AND
VWHEN THE VESSEL |S EQUI PPED W TH AT LEAST ONE LI GHTED LAMP SO THAT FROM
ANY DI RECTION, UNDER NORMAL ATMOSPHERI C CONDI TI ONS FROM A DI STANCE OF
FI VE HUNDRED FEET FROM SUCH VESSEL, AT LEAST ONE BLUE LIGAT WLL BE
DI SPLAYED AND VI SI BLE.

4. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT RELI EVE THE OPERATOR OF A
LAW ENFORCEMENT VESSEL FROM THE DUTY TO OPERATE SUCH VESSEL W TH DUE
REGARD FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL PERSONS, NOR SHALL SUCH PROVI SI ONS PROTECT
THE OPERATOR FROM THE CONSEQUENCES OF HI'S OR HER RECKLESS DI SREGARD FOR
THE SAFETY OF OTHERS.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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