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STATE OF NEW YORK

7425
I N SENATE
May 14, 2012

Introduced by Sen. McDONALD -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Veterans, Honeland Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to providing certain
benefits to veterans; and to anend the social services law, in
relation to requiring certain reports relating to veterans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by addi ng a new section 353-a
to read as foll ows:

S 353-A | DENTIFYI NG HOMVELESSNESS AMONG VETERANS. 1. LOCAL SOCI AL
SERVI CES DI STRI CTS AND SHELTERS RUN BY NON- FOR- PROFI T ORGANI ZATIONS I N
EACH COUNTY, SHALL COLLECT | NFORVATI ON | DENTI FYI NG VETERANS AND SPOUSES
OF VETERANS WHO ARE I N A HOVELESS FACI LI TY. SUCH DATA SHALL BE COLLECTED
QUARTERLY AND SUBM TTED TO THE DIVISION. THE DIVISION SHALL TRANSM T
SUCH | NFORMATI ON TO STATE COUNSELORS FOR REVI EW AND POTENTI AL LI NKAGE TO
APPLI CABLE BENEFITS. STATE COUNSELORS SHALL WORK W TH COUNTY AND CI TY
VETERANS' AGENCI ES STAFF OR ANY ACCREDI TED SERVI CE OFFI CERS OF AN ORGAN-
| ZATI ON CHARTERED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE UNI TED STATES AND/ OR RECOGNI ZED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS FOR CLAI M REPRESENTATI ON AS NECES-
SARY AND WHERE APPROPRI ATE. SUCH | NFORMATION SHALL BE PROTECTED AS
PERSONAL CONFI DENTI AL | NFORMATI ON UNDER ARTICLE SI X-A OF THE PUBLIC
OFFI CERS LAW AGAI NST DI SCLOSURE OF CONFI DENTI AL MATERI AL, AND SHALL BE
USED ONLY TO ASSIST |IN PROVID NG LI NKAGE TO APPLI CABLE BENEFI TS AND
ENTI TLEMENTS UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE LAW

2. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL | NCLUDE W THI N THE ANNUAL REPORT AS REQUI RED BY
SUBDI VI SI ON ELEVEN OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- THREE OF THI S ARTI CLE,
AN ACCOUNTI NG OF | NFORVATI ON RECEIVED FROM LOCAL SCOCI AL SERVICES
DI STRI CTS AND SHELTERS RUN BY NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGAN ZATIONS AND THE
SPECI FI C NUMBER OF VETERANS AND SPOUSES OF VETERANS LI NKED TO APPLI CABLE
BENEFI TS.

S 2. Section 95 of the social services |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 12 to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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12. THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE SHALL COLLECT
DATA ON THE NUMBER OF VETERANS, AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON ElI GHTY- FI VE OF THE
ClvViIL SERVICE LAW NUMBER OF M LITARY PERSONNEL DEPLOYED FOR ACTI VE
M LI TARY SERVICE AS DEFINED IN SECTION ONE OF THE M LITARY LAW AND
MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMLY WHO ARE I N RECEIPT OF FOOD STAMPS OR WHO ARE
PARTI Cl PATI NG I N A FOOD ASSI STANCE PROGRAM UNDER THI'S SECTI ON. SUCH
DATA SHOULD BE | NCLUDED | N AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE LEG SLATURE, NO LATER
THAN DECEMBER THI RTY-FI RST OF EACH YEAR SUCH REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE BUT
BE NOT LIMTED TO THE FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON: A BREAKDOAN OF VETERANS AND
SERVI CEMEMBERS BY BRANCH, THE PERI OD OF SERVI CE, AND | F APPLI CABLE, THE
TYPE OF DI SCHARGE.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have become a |law, provided, that any rules and regul ations
necessary for the tinely inplenmentation of this act on its effective
date shall be promul gated on or before such date.



