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STATE OF NEW YORK

6903
| N SENATE
April 9, 2012

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to require a seisnological inpact study related to hydrofracking

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The purpose of this legislation is to informthe people of
the state of New York of any and all potential seisnological inpacts

posed by the extraction of natural gas wusing horizontal drilling and
hi gh-vol une hydraulic fracturing and to provide an analysis of those
i npacts. Such analysis and information shall help facilitate infornmed

deci sions regarding actions to be taken with respect to such activities
in the state.

S 2. Pursuant to appropriation, a school of geological sciences within
the state university of New York (hereinafter "the school of geol ogica
sciences") shall conduct a conprehensive seisnological inpact assessment
to examne potential geophysical inpacts that nay be caused by the
extraction of natural gas using horizontal drilling and high-volune
hydraulic fracturing. For the purposes of this act, a "seisnologica
i npact assessnent” shall nean a conbi nati on of procedures, nethods, and
tools by which a policy, program or project nmay be judged as to its
potential effects on the seismc activity in the surrounding area, and
the potential inpact in New York state.

S 3. Prior to the conmencenent of such assessnent, the school of
geol ogi cal sciences conducting such assessnment shall prepare a scoping
docunment that will establish the paraneters of the seisnological inpact
assessment. The scoping docunent shall include the anal yses required by
this act, as well as any other anal yses conducted, and shall be subject
to public review, coment and revision.

S 4. Such seisnological assessnment of the extraction of natural gas
usi ng horizontal drilling and high-volume hydraulic fracturing shal
include, at a mninum the foll ow ng anal yses:

(a) Ildentification and assessment of the inpact that high-vol une
hydraulic fracturing has on seismc activity in surroundi ng areas;
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(b) Estimated costs of any seisnological inpacts to the state as a
whol e;

(c) Reconmendations for any mitigation of potential seismc inpacts
and the nethods and evidence used to arrive at such recommendati ons; and

(d) Along-termplan for nonitoring, evaluating, tracking and mtigat-
ing potential seisnmic inpacts.

S 5. Adraft of such seisnological inpact assessnment shall be rel eased
for public review and coment. The school of geological sciences
conducting such assessnent shall conduct a m ni numof two public hear-
ings regarding the findings of the draft seisnological inpact assessnent
and allow at | east one hundred eighty days for the public to submt
comments. Upon the closing of the public comment period, such school of

geol ogi cal sciences shall categorize, review and respond to all public
cooments. |f substantive changes to the seisnological inpact assessment
are made as a result of public coments, such school of geologica
sciences shall issue a revised draft. Such revised draft shall simlarly

be subject to public comment and review, in conpliance with the parane-
ters set out for the initial draft.

S 6. After responding to all public comments as required by section
five of this act, and wupon conpletion of the seisnological inpact
assessment, such school of geological sciences shall submt t he
conpl eted seisnological inmpact assessnent to the departnent of environ-
nment al conservati on. The departnent of environnental conservation shal
make such seisnological 1npact assessnent available to the public and
deliver copies to the legislature and the governor for review

S 7. This act shall take effect imediately.



