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STATE OF NEW YORK

6594
I N SENATE
March 1, 2012

Introduced by Sens. KLEIN, CARLUCCI -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Racing, Gam ng
and Wageri ng

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to the conducting
of bingo by certain organi zations

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 2, 7, 9, 10 and 11-a of section 476 of the
general municipal law, subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 46 of the
 aws of 1977, subdivision 7 as anmended by chapter 438 of the |aws of
1962, subdivision 9 as anmended by chapter 1057 of the | aws of 1965,
par agraph (a) of subdivision 9 as anended by section 16 of part LL of
chapter 56 of the laws of 2010, subdivision 10 as anended by chapter 364
of the laws of 1968 and subdivision 11-a as added by chapter 160 of the
| aws of 1994, are anmended and two new subdivisions 4-a and 13 are added
to read as foll ows:

2. ["Control commission"” or "conmm ssion"] "BOARD' shall nean the state
raci ng and wageri ng board.

4-A.  "AUXI LI ARY MEMBER' SHALL MEAN A BONA FI DE MEMBER OF AN ORGANI ZA-
TION OR ASSCCIATION VWHICH IS AUXILIARY TO AN AUTHORI ZED ORGANI ZATI ON
LI CENSED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE; OR A BONA FI DE MEMBER OF AN ORGANI ZA-
TI ON OR ASSOCI ATI ON OF WHI CH AN AUTHORI ZED ORGANI ZATI ON LI CENSED PURSU-
ANT TO THI'S ARTICLE IS AN AUXI LI ARY; OR A BONA FI DE MEMBER OF AN ORGAN-
| ZATION OR ASSOCIATION WHICH IS AFFILIATED WTH AN  AUTHORI ZED
ORGANI ZATI ON LI CENSED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE BY BEING WTH I T, AUXIL-
| ARY TO ANOTHER ORGANI ZATI ON OR ASSCOCI ATI ON.

7. "Net proceeds"” shall nmean (a) inrelation to the gross receipts
fromone or nore occasions of bingo, the amount that shall remain after
deducting the reasonable suns necessarily and actually expended for
CONDUCTI NG BI NGO GAMES | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TO bi ngo supplies and
equi pnent, prizes, stated rental if any, bookkeeping or accounting
services according to a schedule of conpensation prescribed by the
[ comm ssion] BOARD, janitorial services and wutility supplies if any,
license fees, and [the <cost of bus transportation] REI MBURSEMENT OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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REASONABLE EXPENSES | NCURRED BY VOLUNTEERS WHO DONATE THEIR TIME TO
HOLD, OPERATE OR CONDUCT, OR ASSI ST IN THE CONDUCT OF SUCH GAMES, [if]
AS aut horized by the [control comm ssion] BOARD, and (b) in relation to
the gross rent received by an organi zation |licensed to conduct bingo for
the use of its premses by another |icensee, the anount that shal
remai n after deducting the reasonable suns necessarily and actually
expended for janitorial services and utility supplies directly attribut-
abl e thereto if any.

9. "Authorized commercial |essor"” shall nmean a person, firmor corpo-
ration other than a |icensee to conduct bingo under the provisions of
this article, who or which shall own or be a net | essee of preni ses and
offer the sane for leasing by him HER or it to an authorized organiza-
tion for any consideration whatsoever, direct or indirect, for the
pur pose of conducting bingo therein, provided that he, SHE or it, as the
case nay be, shall not be

(a) a person convicted of a crine who has not received a pardon or a
certificate of good conduct or a certificate of relief fromdisabilities
pursuant to article twenty-three of the correction | aw

(b) a person who is or has been a professional ganbler or ganbling
pronoter or who for other reasons is not of good noral character;

(c) a public officer who receives any consideration, direct or indi-
rect, as owner or |essor of prem ses offered for the purpose of conduct-
i ng bingo therein;

(d) a firmor corporation in which a person defined in [subdivision]
PARAGRAPH (a), (b) or (c) [above] OF THIS SUBDIVISION or a person
married [or related in the first degree] to such a person has greater
than a ten [percentun] PER CENTUM (10% proprietary, equitable or credit
interest or in which such a person is active or enployed[.]; OR

(E) A FIRM OR CORPCRATION IN WHICH A PERSON RELATED TO A PERSON,
DEFINED |IN PARAGRAPH (A), (B) OR (C) OF TH S SUBDI VI SI ON, HAS GREATER
THAN TVENTY PER CENTUM (20% PROPRI ETARY, EQUI TABLE OR CREDI T | NTEREST
OR IN WHI CH SUCH A RELATED PERSON | S ACTI VE OR EMPLOYED

Not hing contained in this subdivision shall be construed to bar any
firmor corporation which is not organized for pecuniary profit and no
part of the net earnings of which inure to the benefit of any individ-
ual , nenber, or sharehol der, from being an authorized comrercial |essor
solely because a public officer, or a person narried or related in the
first degree to a public officer, is a nenber of, active in or enployed
by such firmor corporation.

10. "Limted period bingo" shall nean the conduct of bingo by a
| i censed aut horized organi zation, for a period of not nore than [seven]
TEN of [twelve] FOURTEEN consecutive days in any one year, at a

festival, bazaar, carnival or simlar function conducted by such
| i censed aut horized organi zation. No authorized organi zation licensed to
conduct Iimted period bingo shall be otherwi se eligible to conduct

bi ngo pursuant to this article in the sane year.

11-a. "Early bird" shall nean a bingo gane which is played as a
speci al gane, conducted not nore than [twi ce] THREE TI MES during a bingo
occasion, in which prizes are awarded based upon a percentage not to
exceed seventy-five percent of the sum of noney received from the sale
of the early bird cards and which is neither subject to the prize limts
i nposed by subdivisions five and six of section four hundred seventy-
ni ne and paragraph (a) of subdivision one of section four hundred eight-
y-one, nor the special game opportunity charge limt inposed by section
four hundred eighty-nine of this article. The percentage shall be speci-
fied both in the application for bingo |icense and the |icense. Not nore
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than one dollar shall be charged per <card wth the total anount
collected fromthe sale of the early bird cards and the prize for each
game to be announced before the comencenent of each gane.

13. "REASONABLE EXPENSES | NCURRED BY A VOLUNTEER' SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT
NOT BE LIM TED TO, CHI LD CARE EXPENSES, TRANSPORTATI ON EXPENSES, MEALS
AND OTHER EXPENSES, AS DETERM NED AND REGULATED BY THE BOARD

S 2. Subdivisions 3, 5, 6, 7 and 8 of section 479 of the genera
muni ci pal |aw, subdivision 3 as anended by chapter 337 of the |aws of
1998, subdivisions 5 and 6 as anended by chapter 328 of the | aws of
1994, and subdivisions 7 and 8 as anmended by chapter 814 of the |aws of
1964, are anended to read as foll ows:

3. No authorized organization |licensed under the provisions of this
article shall purchase, |lease, or receive any supplies or equipmrment
specifically designed or adapted for use in the conduct of bingo ganes
fromother than a supplier licensed under [the bingo control law] ARTI-
CLE NI NETEEN- B OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW or from anot her authorized organi za-
tion.

5. No prize shall exceed the sumor val ue of one thousand FlI VE HUNDRED
dollars in any single ganme of bingo.

6. No series of prizes on any one bingo occasion shall aggregate nore
than [three] FOUR thousand doll ars.

7. No person except a bona fide nenber OR AUXI LI ARY MEMBER of any such
organi zation shall participate in the nanagenent or operation of such
gane.

8. No person shall receive any remuneration for participating in the
managenent or operation of any gane of bingo; PROVI DED, HOAEVER, THAT A
PERSON MAY ACCEPT REI MBURSEMENT OF REASONABLE EXPENSES | NCURRED TO
MANAGE, HOLD, OPERATE OR CONDUCT SUCH GAMES.

S 3. Subparagraph 6 of paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 480
of the general rmunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter 611 of the | aws of
1963, is amended to read as foll ows:

(6) the specific purposes to which the entire net proceeds of such
ganes are to be devoted and in what manner; that no comm ssion, salary,
conpensation[,] OR reward [or reconpense] will be paid to any person for
conducti ng such bingo game or ganes or for assisting therein except as
in this article otherw se provided; and such other information as shal
be prescribed by such rules and regul ati ons.

S 4. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 and subdivision 3 of section 481
of the general nunicipal |aw, paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 as anmended
by section 17 of part LL of chapter 56 of the laws of 2010 and subdivi -
sion 3 as anended by chapter 284 of the laws of 1969, are anended to
read as foll ows:

(a) Issuance of l|icenses to conduct bingo. If the governing body of
the nunicipality shall determne that the applicant is duly qualified to
be licensed to conduct bingo wunder this article; that the nmenber or
menbers of the applicant designated in the application to conduct bingo
are bona fide active nmenbers of the applicant and are persons of good
noral character and have never been convicted of a crime or, if
convi cted, have received a pardon or a certificate of good conduct or a
certificate of relief fromdisabilities pursuant to article twenty-three
of the correction law, OR, IF CONVICTED, THE MEMBER OR MEMBERS ARE
PARTI Cl PATING IN A REHABILITATION PROGRAM LI CENSED OR CERTI FI ED BY A
STATE AGENCY AND OPERATED BY THE APPLI CANT OR AN AUXI LI ARY THEREOF; t hat
such ganmes are to be conducted in accordance with the provisions of this
article and in accordance with the rules and regul ations of the [comm s-
sion] BOARD, and that the proceeds thereof are to be disposed of as
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provided by this article, and if the governing body is satisfied that no
comm ssion, salary, conpensation[,] OR reward [or reconpense] whatever
will be paid or given to any person hol ding, operating or conducting or
assisting in the holding, operation and conduct of any such ganmes except
as [in this article] otherwise provided IN TH S ARTICLE, | NCLUDI NG
REI MBURSEMENT OF REASONABLE EXPENSES | NCURRED BY VOLUNTEERS WHO DONATE
THEI R TI ME TO HOLD, OPERATE OR CONDUCT, OR ASSI ST IN THE CONDUCT OF SUCH
GAMES; and that no prize will be offered and given in excess of the sum
or val ue of one thousand FI VE HUNDRED dollars in any single gane and
that the aggregate of all prizes offered and given in all of such ganes
conducted on a single occasion, under said |license shall not exceed the
sum or value of [three] FOUR thousand dollars, it shall issue a |icense
to the applicant for the conduct of bingo upon paynent of a license fee
of eighteen dollars [and seventy-five cents] for each bingo occasion;
provi ded, however, that the governing body shall refuse to issue a
license to an applicant seeking to conduct bingo in prenises of a
i censed conmercial | essor where it determnes that the prem ses pres-
ently owned or occupied by said applicant are in every respect adequate
and suitable for conducting bi ngo ganes.

3. No license shall be issued under this article which shall be effec-

tive for a period of nore than one year. In the case of limted period
bingo, no license shall be issued authorizing the conduct of such ganes
on nore than [two] THREE occasions in any one day nor shall any license

be issued wunder this article which shall be effective for a period of
nore than [seven] TEN of [twel ve] FOURTEEN consecutive days in any one
year. No license for the conduct of limted period bingo shall be issued
in cities having a population of one mllion or nore.

S 5. Section 483 of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter
438 of the laws of 1962, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 483. Formand contents of license; display of |license. 1. [Eeach]
EACH license to conduct bingo shall be in such formas shall be
prescribed in the rules and regulations pronmulgated by the [contro
commi ssion] BOARD, and shall contain a statenment of the nane and address
of the licensee, of the nanes and addresses of the nmenber or nenbers of
the |icensee under whomthe ganes will be conducted, of the place or
pl aces where and the date or dates and tinme or tines when such ganmes are
to be conducted and of the specific purposes to which the entire net
proceeds of such games are to be devoted; if any prize or prizes are to
be offered and given in cash, a statement of the anmounts of the prizes
authorized so to be offered and given; and any other information which
may be required by said rules and regul ations to be contained therein,
and each license issued for the conduct of any gane shall be conspicu-
ously displayed at the place where sane is to be conducted at all tines
during the conduct thereof.

2. Each license to | ease prem ses for conducting bingo shall be in
such form as shall be prescribed in the rules and regul ations of the
[control conm ssion] BOARD and shall contain a statenment of the nane and
address of the licensee and the address of the |eased prem ses, the
anmount of permssible rent and any other information which nay be
required by said rules and regul ations to be contained therein, and each
such license shall be conspi cuously displayed upon such prem ses at al
times during the conduct of bingo.

S 6. Section 484 of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter
900 of the laws of 1981, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 484. Control and supervision; suspension of licenses; inspection of
prem ses. 1. The governing body of any nunicipality issuing any |license
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under this article shall have and exercise rigid control and close
supervi sion over all ganes of bingo conducted under such license, to the
end that the same are fairly conducted in accordance with the provisions
of such license, the provisions of the rules and regul ati ons promnul gat ed
by the [control conm ssion] BOARD and the provisions of this article and
such governing body and the [control commi ssion] BOARD shall have the
power and the authority to suspend any |license issued by such governing
body and to revoke the same, and, additionally, in the case of an
aut hori zed commercial lessor, to inpose a fine in an anount not exceed-
i ng one thousand dollars, after notice and hearing, for violation of any
such provisions, and shall have the right of entry, by their respective
of ficers and agents, at all times into any premnm ses where any gane of
bingo is being conducted or where it is intended that any such gane
shall be conducted, or where any equi pnment being used or intended to be
used in the conduct thereof is found, for the purpose of inspecting the
sane.

2. In addition to the authority granted pursuant to subdivi sion one of
this section, the governing body and the [control conm ssion] BOARD, in
a city having a population of one mllion or nore, may inpose a fine in
an anmount not exceedi ng one thousand dollars, after notice and hearing,
on any licensee wunder this article for violation of any provision of
such license, this article or rules and regul ati ons promul gated pursuant
t her et o.

S 7. Section 485 of the general nunicipal [aw, as anended by chapter
438 of the laws of 1962, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 485. Sunday; conduct of ganes on. [No ganes] GAMES of bingo [shall]
MAY be conducted under any license issued wunder this article on the
first day of the week, commonly known as [designated as] Sunday, unless
it shall be otherwi se provided in the license issued for the holding,
operating and conducting thereof, pursuant to the provisions of a |oca
| aw or an ordi nance duly adopted by the governing body of the nmunici-
pality issuing the I|icense, [authorizing] PROH BI TI NG the conduct of
bi ngo under this article on that day.

S 8. Section 486 of the general nunicipal [aw, as anended by chapter
438 of the laws of 1962, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 486. Participation by persons under eighteen. No person under the
age of eighteen years shall be permtted to play any ganme or ganes of
bi ngo conducted pursuant to any license issued under this article unless
acconmpani ed by an adult. No person under the age of eighteen years shal
be permtted to conduct or assist in the conduct of any game of bingo
conducted pursuant to any license issued under this article; PROVIDED
HONEVER, THAT A PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF ElI GHTEEN YEARS AND WHO | S
FI FTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER SHALL BE PERM TTED TO ASSIST IN THE
CONDUCT OF ANY GAME OF BI NGO | F ACCOVPANI ED BY AN ADULT.

S 9. Section 487 of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter
72 of the laws of 1982, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 487. Frequency of game; sale of alcoholic beverages. No gane or
games of bingo, except limted period bingo, shall be conducted under
any license issued under this article nmore often than on [eighteen]
TWENTY- SEVEN days in any three successive cal endar nonths. No gane or
games of limted period bingo shall be conducted between the hours of
twel ve mdnight postneridian and noon, and no nore than sixty ganes nay
be conducted on any single occasion of limted period bingo. No gane or
games of bingo shall be conducted in any room or outdoor area where
al cohol i c beverages are sold, served or consuned during the progress of
t he gane or ganes.
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S 10. Subdivision 1 of section 488 of the general municipal |aw, as
anended by chapter 337 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. No person shall hold, operate or conduct any gane of bingo under
any license issued under this article except a bona fide nenber OR
AUXI LI ARY MEMBER of the authorized organization to which the license is
i ssued[, and]. FURTHERMORE, no person shall assist in the hol ding, oper-
ating or conducting of any gane of bingo under such |icense except such
a bona fide nenber or [a bona fide] AUXILIARY nmenber [of an organi zation
or association which is an auxiliary to the |licensee or a bona fide
menber of an organi zation or association of which such licensee is an
auxiliary or a bona fide nmenber of an organization or association which
is affiliated with the licensee by being, with it, auxiliary to another
organi zation or association and except bookkeepers or accountants as
herei nafter provided]. Provided, however, any person my assist the
| icensed organization in any activity related to the gane of bingo which
does not actually involve the hol ding, conducting, nmanagi ng or operating
of such gane of bingo. No ganme of bingo shall be conducted with any
equi pnent except such as shall be owned absolutely or Ieased by the
authorized organization so licensed or wused wthout paynent of any
conpensation therefor by the |icensee. Lease terns and conditions shal
be subject to rules and regul ations promul gated by the board. This arti-
cle shall not be construed to authorize or permt an authorized organ-
ization to engage in the business of |easing bingo supplies or equip-
ment. No itenms of expense shall be incurred or paid in connection wth
t he conducting of any gane of bingo pursuant to any |icense issued under
this article, except those that are reasonable and are necessarily
expended for bingo supplies and equi pnent, prizes, stated rental if any,
bookkeepi ng or accounting services according to a schedule of conpen-
sation prescribed by the [conm ssion] BOARD, janitorial services and
utility supplies if any, and |icense fees, REI MBURSEMENT OF REASONABLE
EXPENSES | NCURRED BY VOLUNTEERS WHO DONATE THEIR TI ME TO HOLD, OPERATE
OR CONDUCT OR ASSI ST IN THE CONDUCT OF SUCH GAMES, and the cost of bus
transportation, if authorized by the [control comm ssion] BOARD

S 11. Section 490 of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter
99 of the laws of 1988, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 490. Advertising of bingo ganes. A licensee nmy advertise the
conduct of an occasion of bingo to the general public by neans of news-
paper, radio, circular, handbill [and], poster, ELECTRONNC MAIL, ELEC
TRONI C  COVMUNI CATI ONS AND GOVERNVENT ACCESS TELEVI SI ON BROADCASTS, and
by one sign not exceeding sixty square feet in area, which my be
di spl ayed on or adjacent to the prem ses owned or occupied by a |licensed
aut hori zed organi zati on, and when an organi zation is licensed to conduct
bi ngo occasions on the prem ses of another |icensed authorized organiza-
tion or of a licensed comrercial |essor, one additional such sign may be
di splayed on or adjacent to the prem ses in which the occasions are to
be conducted. Additional signs nay be displayed upon any firefighting
equi pnent belonging to any |licensed authorized organization which is a
vol unteer fire conpany, or upon any equi pnent of a first aid or rescue
squad, OR VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE COVPANY in and throughout the community
served by such volunteer fire conpany or such first aid or rescue squad,
OR VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE COWVPANY, as the case may be. All advertisenents
shall be limted to the description of such event as "bingo", the nane
of the licensed authorized organi zati on conducting such occasions, the
license nunber of the authorized organi zation as assigned by the clerk
and the date, location and tinme of the bingo occasion.
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S 12. Subdivision 1 of section 491 of the general nunicipal law, as
anended by chapter 667 of the laws of 1980, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Wthin [seven] TEN days after the conclusion of any occasion of
bi ngo, the authorized organi zati on which conducted the same, and its
menbers who were in charge thereof, and when applicable the authorized
organi zati on which rented its prem ses therefor, shall each furnish to
the clerk of the nmunicipality a statement subscribed by the nenber in
charge and affirnmed by him OR HER as true, under the penalties of perju-
ry, showi ng the amount of the gross receipts derived therefromand each
item of expense incurred, or paid, and each item of expenditure made or
to be nade, the nanme and address of each person to whom each such item
has been paid, or 1is to be paid, with a detailed description of the
nmer chandi se purchased or the services rendered therefor, the net
proceeds derived fromsuch gane or rental, as the case nmay be, and the
use to which such proceeds have been or are to be applied and a list of
prizes offered and given, wth the respective values thereof, and it
shall be the duty of each licensee to naintain and keep such books and
records as nay be necessary to substantiate the particulars of each such
statenment and within fifteen days after the end of each cal endar quarter
during which there has been any occasion of bingo, a sumary statenment
of such information, in formprescribed by the state, shall be furnished
in the sane manner to the [state racing and wagering] board.

S 13. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



