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STATE OF NEW YORK

6268-- A
I N SENATE
January 18, 2012

I ntroduced by Sens. GRI SANTI, HASSELL- THOWPSON, KRUEGER, MARTI NS, OPPEN-

HEIMER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
conmitted to the Commttee on Environnental Conservation -- committee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmtted

to said conm ttee

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
creating the sewage pollution right to know act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "sewage
pollution right to know act".

S 2. The environnental conservation lawis anmended by adding a new
section 17-0826-a to read as foll ows:

S 17-0826- A. MANDATORY SEWAGE RELEASE REPORTING AND NOTI FI CATI ON BY
PUBLI CLY OANED TREATMENT WORKS.

1. PUBLICLY OMNED TREATMENT WORKS SHALL | MVEDI ATELY, BUT IN NO CASE
LATER THAN TWO HOURS, REPORT DI SCHARGES OF UNTREATED OR PARTI ALLY TREAT-
ED SEWAGE, | NCLUDI NG COVBI NED SEVWER OVERFLOWS, TO THE DEPARTMENT AND THE
LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT. SUCH REPORT SHALL, AT A M NI MUM | NCLUDE:

(A) THE VOLUVE AND TREATED STATE OF THE DI SCHARGE;

(B) THE DATE AND TI ME OF THE DI SCHARGE;

(©) THE EXPECTED DURATI ON OF THE DI SCHARGE TO THE EXTENT IT IS KNOWA-
BLE;

(D) A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE STEPS BEING TAKEN TO CONTAIN THE
DI SCHARGE; AND

(E) THE LOCATI ON OF THE DI SCHARGE, W TH THE MAXI MUM LEVEL OF SPECI FI C-
| TY PGSSI BLE.

2. IN ADDI TION TO SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON, AS SOON AS POsSI -
BLE, BUT NO LATER THAN FOUR HOURS AFTER THE DI SCHARGE, THE PUBLICLY
ONNED TREATMENT WORKS SHALL NOTI FY THE NEW YORK STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
THE CH EF EXECUTI VE OFFI CER OF THE MUNI Cl PALITY I N WHI CH THE DI SCHARGE
OCCURRED AND THE CHI EF EXECUTI VE OF ANY ADJO NI NG MUNI Cl PALI TY THAT NMNAY
BE AFFECTED. NOTI FI CATI ON SHALL ALSO BE PROVI DED W THI N THE SAMVE Tl ME-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FRAME TO THE GENERAL PUBLI C THROUGH LOCAL NEWS OUTLETS, NEWSPAPERS AND
ANY OTHER MEDI A AVAI LABLE.

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL POST REPORTED | NFORMATI ON ON I TS WEBSI TE EXPE-
DI TIOUSLY AND SHALL PREPARE AN ANNUAL PUBLI CLY OANED TREATMENT WORKS
DI SCHARGE REPORT EACH YEAR. THE REPORT SHALL, AT A M NIMJUM | NCLUDE: THE
TOTAL NUMBER OF DI SCHARCGES, DETAILS OF SUCH DI SCHARGES | NCLUDING THE
VOLUVE AND TREATED STATE OF THE DI SCHARGE, AND THE DURATI ON AND LOCATI ON
OF EACH DI SCHARGE; AS WELL AS ANY REMEDI AL RESPONSES TAKEN TO M Tl GATE
| MPACTS AND AVO D FURTHER DI SCHARGES.

S 3. This act shall take effect on January 1, 2013. Ef fective ime-
diately, the departnent of environnental conservation is authorized to
promul gate rul es and regul ati ons necessary for the tinely inplenmentation
of this act on its effective date.



