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I ntroduced by Sens. KLEIN, STAVI SKY, MAZI ARZ, SAVI NO, STEWART- COUSI NS - -
read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmtted to
the Conmittee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to directing the state
university trustees to appoint a conmissioner of state university
police

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds and
decl ares that maintaining a safe environnent for individuals studying on
t he canpuses of the state university of New York is of «critical inpor-
tance, and that a well trained and well organized canpus police force is
vital to ensure that safety. The legislature also finds that the current
structure of the canmpus police force at the state university is ineffi-
cient, subject to an excessive and unpredictable nmanagenent salary
structure, and does not ensure an equal |evel of security and protection
at the nmany canpuses across the state. The intent of this act is to
create a system of police organization at the state wuniversity that
borrows the |essons |earned by other successful police forces, such as
the state parks police, and creates a unified and clear rank and file
and command structure that enpowers individuals with |aw enforcenent
experience to nake decisions based on good policing practices. The
| egi sl ature acknow edges the individual character and physical |ayout of
each canpus and finds that it is possible for a central police conmand
to manage di verse canpus needs. The | egislature urges the chancell or and
the board of trustees of the state university of New York to take steps
to create a nore systematic police rank and file and command structure
at the various canpus police forces and to make better use of the inval-
uabl e experience that canpus police officers gain as they get to know
their own individual canmpus needs.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Paragraph | of subdivision 2 of section 355 of the education |aw,
as anended by chapter 424 of the laws of 1998, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

|. To appoint university police officers who shall have the powers of
police officers and to renove such police officers at pleasure;
provi ded, however, that any person appointed a police officer nust have
satisfactorily conpleted or conplete within one year of the date of his
OR HER appoi ntrment a course of |aw enforcenent training approved by the

muni ci pal police training council in consultation with the wuniversity.
It shall be the duty of such police officers to preserve | aw and order
on the canpuses and other property of +the wuniversity, including any

portion of a public highway which crosses or abuts such property. THE
TRUSTEES SHALL APPO NT A COW SSI ONER OF STATE UNIVERSITY PCLICE WELL
QUALI FIED BY BACKGROUND, TRAINING AND EXPERI ENCE, WHO SHALL EXERCI SE
SUPERVI SI ON AND ADM NI STRATI ON OF ALL UNI VERSI TY POLICE FORCES FROM A
CENTRAL OFFI CE.  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW THERE SHALL
BE NO FURTHER APPO NTMENTS TO THE POSI TI ON OF POLI CE CHI EF OF A UNI VER-
SITY POLI CE FORCE AT ANY COLLEGE OR UNI VERSI TY OF THE STATE UNI VERSI TY.

Subj ect to the approval of the chancellor, the president of each
st at e- operated canpus of the state university shall enter into a witten
agreenent with adjoining | aw enforcenent agenci es establishing protocols
for the exercise of authority by such university police officer off-cam
pus, including mutual aid and assistance. Such witten protocols shal
not be deemed to supersede the authority of other police officers. The
provi sions of this paragraph shall not apply to any of the state insti-
tutions and property referred to in section five thousand seven hundred
nine of this chapter.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



