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STATE OF NEW YORK

5911--B
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
Cct ober 14, 2011

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Committee on Rules -- comittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said commttee -- committee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anmended and reconmtted to said comittee

AN ACT to anend the adm nistrative code of the city of New York and the
general business law, in relation to requiring certain business signs
to be posted in English

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions f, g, h and i of section 19-124 of the adm n-
istrative code of the city of New York are relettered subdivisions g, h,
i and j and a new subdivision f is added to read as foll ows:

F. | NFORMATI ON REQUI RED. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVI SI ON OF
THI S SECTI ON, A COWMERCI AL ESTABLI SHVMENT THAT ERECTS OR MAINTAINS A
CANOPY SHALL BE REQUI RED TO PAINT, | MPRINT OR STENCI L DI RECTLY UPON THE
CANOPY, W THI N THE CHARACTER AND AREA LIMTATION PRESCRIBED BY THE
ZONING RESOLUTION OF THE CITY, THE FI RM NAME OR DULY FI LED TRADE NAME,
AND THE ADDRESS OF THE PREM SES. WHEN SUCH | NFORMATION IS PROVIDED IN A
FOREI GN LANGUAGE | T MJUST ALSO BE PROVI DED I N ENGLI SH AND ALL LANGUAGES
USED MUST BE REPRESENTED | N EQUI VALENT SI ZE AND PROPORTI ON

S 2. Section 131 of the general business |law, as anended by chapter
496 of the laws of 1973, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 131. Ownership of nmerchandise establishnments and services to be
publicly reveal ed and di splayed. 1. Every person, partnership, associ-
ation or corporation owning or conducting any shop, store or other
est abl i shnent or service wherein the sale of nmerchandise at retail or
wholesale is <carried on or transacted or a service is perforned as a
busi ness shall cause the true, full nanme, including the full first nanme
or legally registered trade nanme or nanmes of the proprietor or owner or
proprietors or owners of such shop, store or other establishnent or

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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service to be publicly revealed and prom nently and | egi bly displayed in
the English Ianguage either upon a w ndow of such shop, store or other
establishnment or place where a service is performed or wupon a sign
conspi cuously placed upon the exterior of the building containing the
sanme. [The foregoing provisions shall not apply to a person, partner-
ship, association or corporation operating under a | ease, a departnment
in a shop, store or other establishnent or service as aforesaid where
the lessor of such shop, store or other establishnent or service is
liable to customers for nerchandi se sold by and the operations of such
| eased departnent.] Failure to conply wth the provisions of this
section shall constitute a [m sdenmeanor] VI OLATI ON, PUNI SHABLE BY A FI NE
OF TWDO HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS FOR A FI RST OFFENSE; AND A FINE OF FIVE
HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR A SECOND OFFENSE, PROVI DED THAT A PERSON, PARTNER-
SHI P, ASSOCI ATI ON OR CORPORATION MAY NOT BE CHARGED WTH A SECOND
OFFENSE W THIN SIXTY DAYS OF THE DATE OF CONVICTION FOR THE FI RST
OFFENSE; AND A FINE OF FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR A THI RD AND SUBSEQUENT
OFFENSE, PROVI DED THAT A PERSQON, PARTNERSHI P, ASSCCI ATI ON OR CORPCRATI ON
MAY NOT BE CHARGED WTH A THI RD OFFENSE W THI N THI RTY DAYS OF THE DATE
OF CONVI CTI ON FOR THE SECOND OFFENSE

2. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVISION OF THIS SECTION, IN A
CITY WTH A POPULATION OF ONE M LLION OR MORE, IN ALL DI STRICTS OF SUCH
CI TY, ANY PERM TTED SI GN CONTAI NI NG | NFORVATI ON | MPRINTED OR DI SPLAYED
IN A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLI SH SHALL ALSO CONTAI N THE SAME | NFORVATI ON
I N EQUI VALENT SI ZE AND PROPORTI ON | N ENGLI SH

S 3. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall apply to each
canopy or sign erected or replaced on or after such date.



