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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 9, 2011

I ntroduced by Sen. ESPAILLAT -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to advertising in a
| anguage ot her than English by notaries public

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 135-b
to read as foll ows:

S 135-B. ADVERTI SI NG BY NOTARIES PUBLIC. 1. THE PROVISIONS OF THI'S
SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO ATTORNEYS- AT- LAW ADM TTED TO PRACTICE I N THE
STATE OF NEW YORK.

2. A NOTARY PUBLIC WHO ADVERTISES H' S OR HER SERVI CES AS A NOTARY
PUBLI C IN A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLI SH SHALL POST W TH SUCH ADVERTI SE-
MENT A NOTICE I N SUCH OTHER LANGUAGE THE FOLLOW NG STATEMENT: "I AM NOT
AN ATTORNEY LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE LAW AND MAY NOT G VE LEGAL ADVI CE ABOUT
| MM GRATI ON OR ANY OTHER LEGAL MATTER OR ACCEPT FEES FOR LEGAL ADVI CE."

3. A NOTARY PUBLIC SHALL NOT USE TERMS I N A FOREI GN LANGUAGE |IN ANY
ADVERTI SEMENT FOR HI'S OR HER SERVI CES AS A NOTARY PUBLI C THAT MEAN OR
| MPLY THAT THE NOTARY PUBLIC IS AN ATTORNEY LI CENSED TO PRACTICE IN THE
STATE OF NEW YORK OR IN ANY JURI SDICTION OF THE UNI TED STATES. THE
SECRETARY SHALL DESI GNATE BY RULE OR REGULATION THE TERMS IN A FOREIGN
LANGUAGE THAT SHALL BE DEEMED TO MEAN OR | MPLY THAT A NOTARY PUBLIC IS
LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE LAWIN THE STATE OF NEW YORK AND THE USE OF WH CH
SHALL BE PRCHI BI TED BY NOTARY PUBLI CS WHO ARE SUBJECT TO THI S SECTI ON.

4. FOR PURPCSES OF THI'S SECTION, "ADVERTI SEMENT" SHALL MEAN AND
| NCLUDE MATERI AL DESI GNED TO A VE NOTICE OF OR TO PROMOTE OR DESCRI BE
THE SERVICES OFFERED BY A NOTARY PUBLI C FOR PROFI T AND SHALL | NCLUDE
BUSI NESS CARDS, BROCHURES, AND NOTI CES, WHETHER IN PRINT OR ELECTRONI C
FORM

5. ANY PERSON WHO VI OLATES ANY PROVI SION OF THI S SECTI ON OR ANY RULE
OR REGULATI ON PROMULGATED BY THE SECRETARY MAY BE LIABLE FOR CVIL

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PENALTY OF ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS. THE SECRETARY OF STATE MAY SUSPEND A
NOTARY PUBLI C UPON A SECOND VI OLATI ON OF ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THI S
SECTION AND MAY REMOVE FROM OFFICE A NOTARY PUBLIC UPON A TH RD
VIOLATION OF ANY OF THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON, PROVI DED THAT THE
NOTARY PUBLI C SHALL HAVE BEEN SERVED W TH A COPY OF THE CHARGES AGAI NST
H M OR HER AND BEEN G VEN AN OPPORTUNI TY TO BE HEARD. THE Cl VIL PENALTY
PROVI DED FOR BY THI S SUBDI VI SION SHALL BE RECOVERABLE IN AN ACTION
I NSTITUTED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ON H'S OR HER OMN | NI TI ATI VE OR AT
THE REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY.

6. THE SECRETARY MAY PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS GOVERNING THE
PROVISIONS OF THI'S SECTION, | NCLUDI NG THE SI ZE AND TYPE OF STATEMENTS
THAT A NOTARY PUBLIC IS REQUI RED BY THI S SECTI ON TO POCST.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law, provided that the secretary of state my
promul gate any rules necessary for inplenenting and carrying out the
provisions of this act prior to its effective date.



