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STATE OF NEW YORK

5556
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 1, 2011

Introduced by Sen. HANNON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to health-related
| egal services programs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health law is anended by adding a new section
22 to read as follows:

S 22. HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAM 1. AS USED IN TH' S
SECTI ON, "HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVI CES PROGRAM' MEANS A PROGRAM THAT | S
A COLLABORATI ON BETWEEN HEALTH CARE SERVI CE PROVI DERS AND LEGAL SERVI CES
PROGRAMS TO PROVI DE ON SI TE LEGAL SERVI CES W THOUT CHARGE TO ASSI ST, ON
A VOLUNTARY BASIS, |INCOVE ELIG@BLE PATIENTS AND THEIR FAMLIES TO
RESOLVE LEGAL MATTERS OR NEEDS THAT HAVE AN | MPACT ON PATI ENT HEALTH OR
ARE CREATED OR AGGRAVATED BY A PATIENT'S HEALTH. FOR THE PURPOCSE OF THI S
SECTI ON, LEGAL MATTERS MAY | NCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIM TED TO

(A) HOUSI NG, | NCLUDI NG UTILITIES

(B) PUBLI C OR PRI VATE HEALTH | NSURANCE COVERAGE;

(C) EMPLOYMENT AND ELI A BILITY FOR EMPLOYMENT BENEFI TS;

(D) GOVERNVENT BENEFI TS;

(E) 1 MM GRATI ON;

(F) FAMLY LAW INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO DQOVESTI C VI OLENCE
GUARDI ANSHI P, CUSTODY, AND CHI LD SUPPORT

(G ADVANCE PLANNI NG, |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO WLLS, HEALTH
CARE PROXI ES, PONERS OF ATTORNEY AND PERMANENCY PLANNI NG

SPECI AL EDUCATI ON; AND

(1) DEBTOR AND CREDI TOR | SSUES.

2. THE DEPARTMENT MAY DESI GNATE HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVI CES PROGRAMS
THAT COWLY W TH STANDARDS AND GUI DELI NES ESTABLI SHED FOR SUCH PROGRANES.
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL WORK W TH LEGAL SERVI CES ORGANI ZATI ONS, COVMUNI TY
HEALTH ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ONS, HOSPI TALS, DI AGNOSTIC AND TREATMENT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CENTERS AND OTHER PRI MARY AND SPECI ALTY HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS, TO ESTAB-
LI SH STANDARDS AND GUI DELI NES FOR HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVI CES PROGRAMS
THAT ARE DESI GNATED UNDER THI' S SECTI ON.

3. A HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAM DESI GNATED UNDER THI S
SECTI ON SHALL BE A NOT- FOR- PROFI T ENTI TY OPERATED BY OR AFFI LI ATED W TH
ONE OR MORE LEGAL SERVI CES ORGANI ZATI ONS, LAW SCHOOLS, SOCI AL SERVI CES
ORGANI ZATI ONS, OR HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS, AND I T SHALL COWPLY WTH THE
STANDARDS, GUI DELINES AND REGULATIONS UNDER THI'S SECTION, AND HAVE
DEMONSTRATED ABI LI TY AND EXPERI ENCE TO PROVIDE H GH QUALITY HEALTH RE-
LATED LEGAL SERVI CES MEETI NG THE NEEDS OF THE POPULATI ON TO BE SERVED.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



